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President’s
Note

Dr Hassan Rashid Al-Derham
President of Qatar University

Over the last decade, Qatar University has been able to achieve outstanding success in terms of international
and regional universities ranking. Throughout those years, the university strengthened its international position,
as many of its programs and colleges were granted academic accreditation. The university’s rise of academic
excellence reflects its social obligation to develop the best academic programs and fund the right research
projects. It is working effortlessly to provide the local labor market with the best graduates who can support the
economy and help in reaching the vision and aspirations of the country.

Qatar University understands the needs of Qatar’s society and works to meet these needs through a variety of
methods that include the enhancement of the current programs and the development of new ones. Furthermore,
it works towards providing solutions to the country’s national challenges through scientific research.

Qatar University, aims since its inception in 1977, to build a comprehensive program that results in well-
developed alumni who can interact with the needs of the society in the best mental, psychological and physical
capacities.

As part of its continuous growth, Qatar University recently launched the College of Dental Medicine to support the
drive towards a knowledge-based economy and to provide the community with outstanding medical professionals
in this important field.

At Qatar University, we believe that human development cannot be achieved in isolation from health care. This
is why the university established the Health Cluster in 2017 as a general umbrella for the Colleges of Pharmacy,
Medicine, Health Sciences and now the College of Dental Medicine.

Through this cluster, Qatar University provides the health sector in Qatar with qualified graduates who
understand the local needs and culture. The cluster will also conduct scientific research that will contribute to the
development of the health and medicine sectors in the country and beyond.

Furthermore, Qatar University celebrated National Sports Day 2019 along with the country’s prominent
institutions to consolidate the idea of integrating physical and mental health. Sports today is no longer merely
a physical exercise, it is a message of love that brings individuals from different cultures together and a bridge
between the East and the West.




University News

Qatar University hosts the Times
Higher Education (THE) Emerging
Economies Summit in Qatar under
the theme “Building University
Impact Through Resilience and
Innovation”

Under the patronage and in the presence of His
Excellency the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Nasser Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the
Times Higher Education (THE) Emerging Economies
Summit was launched in Qatar University (QU) in
January of this year. The summit is the first event of its
kind in the Arab world with participation from over 240
researchers and educators from around the world, more
than 35 university presidents and 110 speakers, during
the three-day summit sessions.

In his opening remarks, Dr Hassan Al-Derham,
President of QU, praised the generous sponsorship

and attendance of His Excellency the Prime Minister

in the international conference. Dr Hassan pointed to
the organization of the conference as evidence of the
State of Qatar’s confident progression towards the
advancement and development in all areas. Education,
he says, is the start of any new beginning and stressed
that the summit organized by QU in partnership with
Times Higher Education is primarily aimed at measuring
the impact that universities and higher education
institutions play in the revitalization of societies of the
summits participating countries.

In his speech, Phil Baty, Chief Knowledge Officer at
Times Higher Education stressed the importance of the
summit in shaping future policies for higher education
so that universities have a profound impact and a
proven role in supporting the economies of countries at

local levels in order to make a better world in the future.

Qatar University achieves
new heights in global
rankings

The Times Higher Education Emerging
Economies Summit aims to share
experiences in building and developing
knowledge economies that will benefit
societies with emerging economies and in
developing countries.

Celebrating
National
Sports Day

Large crowds gather at Qatar University (QU) for
National Sport Day 2019, where the University
organized alongside Qatar Charity, Lekhwiya and the
Ministry of Development Planning and Statistics a
number of sporting activities for the public to take part
in and enjoy.

The University offered a wide variety of activities to
meet individual interests, such as football, volleyball,
badminton, cycling, horse shows, combat games,
regular fitness training and sport activities for children.
In addition to the university-wide sport day celebrations,
The Early Childhood Center at QU held a morning
celebration for the Qatar National Football Team, the
winners of the AFC Asian Cup, who made history earlier
this year, and helped to promote sports in young people
from an early age. Stars who attended the morning
portion of sport day events include Aimoez Ali, Bassam
Al-Rawi, Yousef Hassan and Assim Madibo, who
interacted with children in the spirit of sportsmanship.

Qatar National Sports Day was officially issued by Emiri Decree on December 2011, which is an official
holiday for all. The annual event is held on the second Tuesday of February, every year, and was created
to uphold the value of sport and its many benefits, to educate citizens on the importance of sports in
everyday life and encourage them to practice it year-long.




President of Public Works Authority

honored at Alumni Reunion gathering
Class of 1990-1999

The QU Alumni Association organize its annual
Alumni Reunion, which in 2018 became under
the patronage of Her Highness Sheikha Moza

bint Nasser, Honorary Chairperson of the Alumni
Association. The celebration included honoring
distinguished alumni, a speech by the Alumni
Association President and presentation of gifts for
the Class of 1990-1999.

President of Qatar University Alumni Association HE

Dr Mohammed Bin Saleh Al-Sada said in his speech:

“Qatar University is the first national university and
since its inception is constantly expanding to keep
pace with international standards to achieve its
goal in becoming a pioneer, capable of preparing
graduates who contribute effectively to the future of

Qatar. More than 45,000 students have graduated from
Qatar University, including a large number who have
assumed top leadership positions in the country.”

During this year’s ceremony President of the Public
Works Authority, Dr Eng Saad bin Ahmad Al Muhannadi, a
graduate from the College of Engineering class of 1997,
and who completed his higher education studies at Qatar
University as well, was honored.

The Alumni Reunion gathering is one of QU’s
yearly events which aims to reconnect alumni
with their alma mater, and represents an
effective link between the wonderful past and
the bright present. It is the bridge of potential
that Qatar University has pledged to keep open
for its graduates, reconnecting many old friends
and colleagues, and bringing them back to
campus for networking, communication and
entertainment.

Deputy Prime
Minister of Malaysia
speaks at Qatar
University Lecture

The Honorable Dato’ Seri Wan Azizah Wan Ismail,
Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia delivered a keynote
address yesterday at Qatar University’s (QU) lecture
entitled “The New Malaysia: Navigating the Journey
towards Convergence” in the university’s Ibn Khaldoon
Hall. The Deputy Prime Minister is in Doha along with

a number of official delegates: Hon. Ignatius Darell
Iking, Minister of International Trade & Industry; Hon.
Dato Marzuki Yahya, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs;
Hon. Dato’ Ir. Amiruddin Hamzah, Deputy Minister of
Finance; HE Dato Ahmad Fadil Shamsuddin, Ambassador
of Malaysia to Qatar; as well as other senior official
delegates from Malaysian Ministries and agencies.

In his welcoming note, Dr Hassan Al-Derham, President
of Qatar University said, “QU prides in developing
cooperation agreements and memorandums of
understanding with various international universities,
including universities in Malaysia. This comes from the
role that Qatar University is playing on a local, regional
and international level despite being a relatively young
university. Performance indicators such as the 2018 QS
ranking that ranked the university 36 in the “QS Top 50
Under 50” proves as a testament to Qatar University’s
achievements by global standards.”

Dr. Wan Azizah started her keynote address by giving a
brief background on the history of Malaysia and various
past outcomes of socio-political change. She tells the
audience at QU, the steps taken following periods of
change are of particular importance, “Having change
and not managing the convergence that should come
after it is analogous to planting a tree and then not
watering and tending to it. How then do we create this
convergence?”

She began her address by explaining what she means
by convergence, “Convergence exists when various
aspects of our existence are consistent and aligned in a
synergistic manner to enable the attainment of intended
objectives. The opposite is divergence where various
aspects of a society are in contradiction with each
other.”

She adds, “An economy cannot build sustained
competitive advantage if we under-invest in human
capital development.” Dr. Wan Azizah argues that
Malaysia has to be built around a new paradigm. This

new paradigm she is referring to is building a sense

of fraternity in humankind, a notion she says, that is
inspired by the Madinah constitution. “When the Prophet
Muhammad SAW formulated the Madinah constitution
he declared ‘kana ummatan wahidah’, verily this is one
nation.”

“There are two important elements
in creating convergence... the first
is developing strong institutions,
and the second is developing a
new breed of leaders capable of
leading these institutions and
ushering in a new era.”

The Honorable Dato’ Seri Wan
Azizah Wan Ismail, Deputy Prime
Minister of Malaysia
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In recognition of her inspiring lifetime achievements, Qatar University recognizes

HE Sheikha Al-Mahmoud
as GSR Person of the Year 2018

Qatar University (QU) has named HE Sheikha Ahmed
Al-Mahmoud, the previous Minister of Education as CSR
Person of the Year 2018, in recognition of her inspiring
lifetime achievements in support of generations of
students, throughout her lengthy career in education.

Every year, the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
Network report recognizes the achievements of the
inspiring leaders who have contributed to CSR on a
national level.

The report is issued in QU under the patronage of HE
the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, Sheikh
Abdullah bin Nasser Al Thani, in partnership with
Qatar CSR Network; and sponsored by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Qatar Post, with the contribution of
ministers, ambassadors and leading figures and the
sponsorship of major institutions.

QU is proud to announce that this season launched
under the theme of volunteering, in harmony with the
international standards of volunteering in preparation
for the upcoming 2022 FIFA World Cup. In addition, this
year’s CSR report will include a special chapter entitled
“The 21st Century Initiative for Qatar 2022: Qatar’s
Mission for Peace through Sport.”

Dr Hassan Al-Derham, President of Qatar University
said, “HE Sheikha Al-Mahmoud is the first female
Minister of Education and the first woman in Qatar
and the GCC to hold such an important ministerial
position, which demonstrates high trust in Qatari

women'’s abilities and capabilities. Her Excellency has
played a major role in the development of the social
awareness and the public vision towards education and
the involvement of all categories of the society in the
educational process. She supported the development
of a socially responsible culture that recognizes quality
education and family rights in securing the best
educational opportunities for their children.”

HE Sheikha Ahmed Al-Mahmoud said, “It has always
been the national responsibility of the independent
school system to lead the modernization process,
taking into account that the contractor, the director, the
educational and administrative teams are partners in
the social responsibility of education, which requires
that the independence of the school be established.
To compete in educational fields such as curricula,
teaching methods, the use of technological media, the
development of children’s abilities and the building of
their personalities, are all part of a great structure that

builds them and allows them to be qualified to deal with

tomorrow with balance, confidence and competence.”

The Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) report is an
academic book that monitors the CSR progress in Qatar
and highlights the achievements of the major economic
bodies in social responsibility. The report honors CSR
leading institutions and enjoys wide media coverage.
The award ceremony includes the unveiling of a portrait
of the person of the year by a reputable artist to be held
permanently in a dedicated place at the university’s

campus, in addition to granting the named person a special

shield and a certificate.

Second Youth Forum on

“The Role of Youth in Innovation and
Sustainable Development in the State of

Qatar”

Qatar University (QU), in cooperation with the Qatar
National Commission for Education, Culture and Science
organize the Second Youth Forum on “The Role of Youth
in Innovation and Sustainable Development in the State
of Qatar” under the slogan “A Knowledge Economy
Benefits All.”

Attending the event is QU’s Professor Mariam Al-Ali
Al-Maadeed, Vice President for Research and Graduate
Studies; Mr. Abdullah Khamis Al-Kubaisi, Head of the
Arab and Islamic Affairs Department at the Qatar
National Commission; representatives from Qatar Youth
Hostels and a number of researchers including those
interested in innovation and sustainable development.

Dr Mariam Al-Ali Al-Maadeed delivered the opening
speech saying, “This forum is a platform for the voices
of our young students, who will meet to present their

research and showcase their ideas on social and
economic priorities. This is a valuable opportunity to
develop students and empower them through research
and the various requirements needed for the sustainable
development of the State of Qatar.”

The forum aims at developing among youth the culture of scientific research and affirm their
leadership roles in creating opportunities and progress within the framework of contemporary
research and scientific methodologies and linking it to the needs of society. This forum had
sessions on various topics including: Gender Equality, Clean Water and Sanitation, Sustainable
Cities and Communities, Peace Justice and Strong Institutions and much more.
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Q&A

Campus Life
Conducts
Interview with

the Dean

‘The college will provide a
student-centered approach to
education’

As part of Qatar’s pivotal role in supporting the trend
towards a knowledge economy and achieving the Qatar
National Vision 2030, the College of Dental Medicine
launched this year to provide the community with
distinctive medical care in this vital discipline. Campus
Life speaks to Dean of College of Dental Medicine, Prof
Johann de Vries BChD, BChD (Hons), MDent, FACD,
FPFA, FICD, FADI, who gives us insight into the creation
of the college, what students can expect and the many
benefits of having a home-grown dental college in
Qatar.

How did the idea of creating a College of Dental
Medicine come to fruition? How long has this ‘been
in the works’?

The idea to have a dental college for Qatar has been

in discussion for many years, going back at least 10
years. At that time, the thinking was to start with a

few post graduate programs, which could lead to a
dental college. More recently, the National Oral Health
Committee discussed this further while developing the
Oral Health Strategy/ Pathway for Qatar on behalf of
the Ministry of Public Health. The Oral Health Pathway
recommended that a dental college for Qatar should be
established, and its main objective should be to produce
a sustainable dental workforce for Qatar.

Dean of College of Dental Medicine,
Prof Johann de Vries

How do you see your role as dean and what are
some of your first priorities?

| have been a Dean of several Dental Colleges for nearly
23 years, and | have been a Dental Academic and
Professor for nearly 40 years in South Africa, Canada,
and Australia. Therefore, | have significant experience in
leading a Dental College. A key aspect of my experience
includes the development of various programs and
initiatives in different settings, including the Middle
East. Providing leadership and direction for the new
college will be crucial in establishing the program. That
goes hand-in-hand with ensuring a quality program that
will be benchmarked with the best programs globally.
Evidenced-based education will form the basis of the
teaching and learning experience that the college

will be offering to its students in a student-centered
approach. We will partner with HMC and PHCC, as well
as other health care providers, to jointly deliver the

best outcome. In that way, we will —together— create
a college that will cultivate the most appropriate and
caring oral health care practitioners for Qatar.

How do you foresee this college contributing to the
overall health sector of Qatar in the next few years?
The college will play a significant role in health care
delivery of Qatar. The dental education model that we
will use, which is similar to dental colleges around the
globe, is based on dental students providing dental care
to patients in the final phase of the program: service-
learning. In preparation of these service-learning
experiences, the college will work closely with health
care providers in Qatar to do the necessary planning.
Dental disease is one of the most prevalent diseases in
Qatar. For instance, 88% of children of a specific age
have a dental disease. Therefore, the college will be

an integral part of the strategy to address the disease
burden.

How will the College of Dental Medicine work
alongside other colleges in QU Health?

The college is a contributing member of QU Health and
students will have the opportunity to learn and study
with the other QU Health students. This will enable
students from the different health disciplines to learn
about the benefits of interdisciplinary health care teams
and to become joint leaders of health care overall.
This is needed, because a vital part of the solution for
health care is to work in teams to address challenging,
complex health problems, working collaboratively as
students will complement and strengthen the learning
experiences of all.

What are the advantages of opening this college in
Qu, a college which is already research intensive?
The advantage of QU housing this new college

will be significant. QU Health is a well-established
successful unit that has been functioning for some
time. It would therefore, be a smooth ‘start’ for the
new college program to be implemented as part of

an already successful unit. QU is the university of
choice for Qatari students and the dental program

plan can accommodate Qatari students to provide an
ongoing and sustainable workforce for Qatar. Currently
discussions are underway to have a new oral health
institute in Qatar that will be led by HMC. This will be a
significant step for the college and QU to partner with.

What advice would you give to prospective students
who want to apply to the college?

The best profession that you can join, by far!
Prospective students should talk to the many successful
Qatari dentists in Qatar to find out firsthand why these
individuals have chosen dentistry as a profession and
why they would without doubt make the same choice
again to study dentistry if they had the choose again.

For me as an individual, dentistry has provided
opportunities that may have been difficult to achieve

in other professions. From being in a private dental
practice to a long standing successful academic career,
my dental qualifications opened so many doors for me
personally and provided so many opportunities.

Are there any ways in which this college is unique?
How does it set itself apart from other colleges with
the same discipline?

The college will have a unique degree especially in the
region. The Doctor of Dental Medicine will provide an
excellent opportunity for the graduates to receive the
doctorate. The college will have a unique relationship
with the health care providers in Qatar to provide
clinical care.

As a new college, and the first of its kind in the
state, what challenges do you expect to encounter?
Any new initiative from time to time experiences
challenges during the development and implementation
phase. It is therefore, pertinent and important that
sound planning be done. Actions and the execution must
occur in a very disciplined manner and be the key focus
for the entire implementation team. When challenges
arise, we must deal with it and manage the subsequent
outcomes in the best possible way. And in doing so,
focus on the goal which is to establish a unique college
based on global standards.




Dr Mahjoob Zweiri, Director of the Gulf Studies
Center

Language is one of the most important pillars in
shaping the identity of any individual or community. It
is the incubator of the system of values and ideas that
is based on the individual and society. Maintaining and
focusing on language is therefore an essential part of
a greater effort to promote identity and a system of
values and positive ideas. In this context, the law on the
protection of the Arabic language can be understood
and placed at the forefront, unperturbed by other
languages, instead seen as the society’s legitimate
language.

Academics:

The Law to Support
Arabic Protects our
Culture

The Emir of Qatar HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani issued on January 14 this year, Law

No. 7 on the protection of the Arabic language, which received much public attention. The law
stipulates that all governmental and non-governmental bodies should abide by the protection
and support of the Arabic language in all activities and events. It obliges ministries, government
entities, public corporations and institutions to use Arabic language in their meetings,
discussions, names, programs, publications, and in their audiovisual or written advertisements.
It also instructs universities and higher education institutions of the State of Qatar to teach in
Arabic and conduct studies and scientific researches as well in Arabic. Below is the opinion of a
number of academics at Qatar University on the importance of this law:

Dr Muna Al-Marzouqi, Associate Dean for Research
& Graduate Studies, College of Law

Law No. 7 of 2019 on the protection of the Arabic
language confirms the importance of preserving

the Arabic language in the society and its use in

all public and private sectors, in the business field,
education and so on. This act serves as a reminder of

Dr Mohammad Mostafa Saleem, Assistant Professor,
Department of Arabic Language and Literature

The issuing of the law to protect the Arabic language,
in a society, is a vital national achievement, because

it prevents the Arabic language from being used just

as an appearance in public events. To be free from
colloquialism and foreign languages, this law is a
starting point in the phase of being empowered to use
Arabic in communication, education, learning, research,
creativity and all walks of life. This new law has gained
a lot of attention in this conscious society, where
people are eager to implement its stipulations through
public and private institutions and administrations,
allowing Arabic to have an effective presence in
society. Qatar’s institutions now have to prepare to put
the law into action, Qatar University has done well to
create the best climate that enables Arabic to be a part
of the university community. For almost two years now,
the University’s official language of communication and
the language of choice in a majority of the academic
courses and programs is Arabic. The future will be even
more promising.

the importance of Arabic in our lives, as we fear that
while the number of foreigners in the state increases,
the Arab-Islamic identity, which is a building block

of society and its Islamic, cultural and civilizational
heritage, could be lost. The protection of language is
not only the responsibility of state institutions and its
employees, but the responsibility of every member

of society to ensure that the Arabic language is used

in correspondence and communications, as well as
among family members. It is important to instill the love
and use of Arabic language in young people, even those
educated in foreign schools.

Dr Mahmoud Kaheel, Assistant Professor, College of
Arts and Sciences

The Arabic language, which represents identity

and affiliation, has faced campaigns of doubt on its
capabilities, its longevity and doubt of its ability to
adapt to modern times. To this day, the language faces
challenges that no other language is faced with. Here
we will see the importance of the language and the
reasons for why we should support it in various aspects
of life, scientific and practical, to use the language as a
remedy, to fix where it falls short and care for it, so that
it may occupy its rightful place for future generations
and the sons of our nation.




Dr Muhammad Khalifa Hasan Ahmad, Professor

of Creed and Dawa, College of Sharia and Islamic
Studies

There is no doubt that the status of the Arabic language
in the Arab and Islamic world needs protection and
support at the scientific, educational and cultural level.
This protection must be based on government laws

and decisions to insure the implementation of this
protection. It should not be left to the opinions of the
people, because the Arab language symbolizes the Arab
and Islamic identity and its future. Arabic can be seen
as a vessel for expression for the hopes of a nation and
its future, it represents a nations independence. That is
why colonialism fought against the language, and tried
to replace it with foreign languages or colloquialism.

Here, we find and can see the importance of this law,
which requires Arabic to be the language of instruction
in education, scientific and educational research, the
language in daily life conversations, negotiations,
official correspondence, language of conferences,
treaties, agreements and contracts. We hope that other
Arab nations also adopt this law, and it becomes a
general law that all Arab and Islamic nations follow,
seeing as Arabic is the language of the Holy Quran.
Protecting it is protecting the Quran, Islam and the
Islamic identity.

Dr Rashid Al-Kuwari, Dean of College of Arts and
Sciences

This law is an important manifestation in the
development of civilization, when it is based on
preservation of the pillars and identity of society. We
believe Qatar is expressing itself, as it should, through
issuing this law. There is no doubt that Qatari society
will benefit from the efforts of the state, who through
its leadership, gave us this tool, that can be used in all
aspects of life. This direction requires institutions and
universities to prepare Arabic programs that can be
applied in various literary and scientific fields.

Prof. Dr Mostafa Bouanani, Graduate Program
Coordinator, Department of Arabic Language and
Literature

The issuance of this law to protect the Arabic language,
is considered an important step to enhance the value
and status of Arabic in Qatari cultural and spiritual life,
as well as scientific and educational life. This law is

a conscious effort to invest in “language capital” for
the Arabic language, in communication, civilization

and economy as well. This law, in connection with the
accompanying Arabic language policy, aims at creating
a scientific, intellectual, and educational product, which
corresponds to the Arabic depth that determines the
Arabic language origins and strengthens its presence
among Arabic nations and other countries as well. It
supports its deep intentions and purposes, to place
Arabic in Qatari society first then Arabic society second.
Therefore, the law constitutes an important step to
move away from the emergence of other languages in
Qatar (languages brought by expatriates and residents)
and instills instead Arabic in its place. Instills it through
speaking, economy, and science to insure that Qatar, in
its different contexts -Arabic to Arabic, Arabic to Islamic,
Arabic to International- is capable of influence in all and
has potential to release its linguistic capital globally.

Dr Rachid Bouziane, Head of Department

of Arabic Language

One of the most important ways to maintain national
security, in any country, is to issue laws and legislations
that govern the linguistics of the society and dictate its
journey, taking care to preserve cultural interest and

to prevent imbalances that affect its identity. In this
context, the law that was passed in Qatar came to right
the balance that are of priority concern. In fact, the law
reflects the strategic vision, which does not escape
expert eye on issues concerning linguistic policy and
planning and its direct effect on a nations security, which
is linguistic security.

One of the strongest indicators of the suitability of this
law is expressed in three different legislative articles on
education and research. Articles 5, 6 and 7 is built on the
clear picture of the relationship between what should be
planned in the area of identity and belonging and culture
and most importantly, the linguistic component, with the
area of research and educational development. What
needs to be planned in these two areas are establishing
principles that enable a combination of creation of
knowledge and science, and success in maintaining a
balance of identity and strategy in the field of language,
culture and pride and loyalty to history and civilization.




University
Achievements

Campus Life Interviews Director
of Research Planning and
Development

Dr Aiman Erbad says: We have
completed over 1484 research in
international journals

- Announcement of university
scholarships that target
students and faculty

- 17 research centers of
excellence in Qatar University

- Striving to increase patents
that protect the intellectual
property of the university
and marketing them to big
companies

- Building a system of
scientific research to increase
economic impact

During the past few years Qatar University has
witnessed a complete upheaval in research of all fields.
This change comes as an aftermath following the
growing interest of state officials in scientific research
and their vision for the future and development of
Qatar. Campus Life met with Dr Aiman Erbad, Director
of Research Planning and Development, Research &
Graduate Studies Office, to discuss scientific research
at the University. Dr Aiman praised the environment

at Qatar University, stressing that faculty members
contribute greatly to the research efforts. He also
clarified that the University wishes to align research
efforts with the needs of the society. Below are excerpts
from this interview:

We started out by discussing research priorities in Qatar
University

Qatar University is currently revising its research
priorities in order to align the general plan with Qatar’s
overall needs. In order to support state plans, the
University will establish in the next phase new research
mechanisms that reformulate and develop scientific
research and research priorities related to health,

biomedicine, humanities, environment, energy and
finally communication and information.

What are the strategic objectives of research and
postgraduate studies?

There are four main objectives for our research and
postgraduate strategy. The first objective is to develop
and support innovation in research areas that align with
national research priorities and the economic and social
needs of society. The second objective is to provide an
environment that supports and establishes a culture of
research and innovation in the university community.
The third objective is diversifying and sustaining
sources of funding for projects and research programs.
The fourth objective is achieving excellence in graduate
programs in order to serve national research priorities
and empowering researchers to enrich the knowledge
economy of the state.

What is new in your administration today?

Research in Qatar University has increased by 422%

in four years. We have also announced university
scholarships for students and faculty, which is available




now for the academic year 2019 and 2020. In 2018

the University produced 1484 scientific researches
revolving around the four research priorities, published
in a variety of periodicals. Through reviewing our
comprehensive research plan, we strive to evaluate the
performance of existing research centers, and study
the possibility of launching new centers during the next
phase.

How many centers are under Qatar University?
Qatar University currently encompasses 17 research
centers in various fields. This includes: Ibn Khaldon
Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Social
and Economic Survey Research Institute (SESRI),
Environmental Science Center (ESC), Biomedical
Research Center (BRC),

Center for Advanced Materials (CAM) and a number
of other centers each with its own specialization and
affiliated with different faculties.

What has been done about partnering with the private
sector?

Significant efforts are being made to create
partnerships with all sectors in the country and in the
industrial sector. The University is striving to market
its intellectual output and scientific research. Work is
underway to develop a quality system that not only
improves the research deliverables but also ensures
they are implemented on the ground. The University also
aims to increase the number of research grants at the
University, in the framework of establishing a research

base that manufactures and publishes scientific
research, enriching all sectors of Qatar.

Since the deanship of postgraduate studies is affiliated
with the scientific research sector, will this be reflected
in the level of research performance and preparation?
As part of the plan to support and develop research, the
University will increase the number of research planned
for postgraduate studies. Many of the colleges are
already doing great research effort, with participation
reaching 100% in some colleges and between 70-80%
in others, depending on the nature of the program. | can
say that every faculty member in Qatar University is
also a member of our research team, effectively linking
research and teaching together in the University.

In your opinion, how can research be linked to the real
world, in order to reflect on community life?

In lieu of our ambitious plan to develop scientific
research, the University works towards its most
important goal, which is to increase scientific research
impact on the community. This is achieved in several
ways, the first, increasing economic impact by
building a system that launches scientific research
and implementation through startups, that have been
constructed on the basis of scientifically researched
results. The second way to increase the impact is to
increase patents that protect the intellectual property
of the University and market it to big companies. Third,
developing student research in doctoral and bachelor
stages and leading them towards application methods
that are important to society.

—

How do you plan for the future?

The Office of Research Planning & Development at Qatar University works to formulate and develop strategic
planning initiatives in research, as well as oversee its progress. The office is the channel in which the university
forms relationships with industry. The office is also responsible for developing operating procedures and resources,
tracking compliance with ethical requirements, maintaining the quality of procedures and the integrity of the
research. In addition, the office is also responsible for issues related to innovation, intellectual property, marketing
and entrepreneurship, and engaging academics and researchers to participate in the initiatives that help make Qatar
University a pioneer of research.

The office achieves its mission of cultivating excellence in research at Qatar University by promoting ethical,
innovative, impactful and collaborative research practices among its members supported by high standards of
strategic planning, development, policies and operations.

What are the main challenges you face?

There are a number of challenges, but part of our ambitious plan is to deal with challenges that deal with research
funding and increasing budgets for scientific research at a pace similar to the past, but in the wake of reduced
budgets.

How can the environment of scientific research be stimulated to be more cost-effective?

Innovation, creativity, mindset and management are all the cornerstone for economic growth. Critical innovations
and new creative ways of thinking are always behind big economic upheavals. The general characteristics of the
scientific research environment in Qatar University —which we wish for it to be- is a community environment with
collective action. This ideal environment is accessible even externally, and is aware of other competing areas. It
is an environment of curious and cognitive thirst. Creators do not start from nothing nor are they generated from
a vacuum. They live in an environment of communication between researchers, where information is circulated
ethically. In addition, it is an environment where creative ideas are scouted and given due notice.




Student Achievements

Qatar University female students propose
ways to improve Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs)

Qatar University (QU) continues a tradition of offering
innovative research-based courses. The International
Investment Law clinic, which is under the umbrella

of the TradeLab clinic, is an example. Through a
combination of practice and theory, it offers a unique
opportunity to analyze thoroughly trade and investment
law and jurisprudence. Highly qualified students work
in small groups under the supervision of professors,
mentors, and beneficiaries. The students address
specific legal questions related to trade and investment
law coming from real clients. Expert-led workshops on
substantive topics related to the projects are organized.
Skills sessions are held to improve legal research,

writing, and analysis. At the end of the semester, the
group submits a written memo, a poster presentation,
and gives an oral presentation of the project.

This semester, Spring 2019, six QU law students are
participating in the International Investment Law clinic.
The students will draft a proposal aiming to improve
Qatar’s trade and investment policies in its Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris
Agreement. This clinic is conducted in collaboration
with The Graduate Institute, Geneva; and Georgetown
University, Washington, DC, and Doha; and funded under
a National Priorities Research Program (NPRP) grant.

The project is supervised by QU Press Founding Director and 0il & Gas Law Professor Talal
Al-Emadi, Sir William Blair Chair in Alternative Dispute Resolution and Law Professor Francis
Botchway, and Law Clinical Professor Rafael Brown, from QU College of Law, for the beneficiary:
the Ministry of Municipality and Environment, Office of Undersecretary for Climate Change
Affairs.

CPH Student Wins 1st Place

in Pharmacy Category at the ASU Pharmacy Fourth
International Conference

Qatar University (QU) College of Pharmacy (CPH)
representatives showed distinguished participation at
the ASU Pharmacy Fourth International Conference, held
in Amman, Jordan, which brings together pharmacy

postgraduate students and some of the most recognized |

names in pharmacy research and education worldwide.
CPH MSc student Alaa Soliman won first place for best
oral presentation award in the clinical pharmacy and
pharmacy practice category.

Ms. Soliman’s research entitled “Creation of an
Inventory of Quality Markers Used to Evaluate
Pharmacokinetic Literature: A Systematic Review,”
was conducted under the supervision of Professor

of Clinical Pharmacy and Practice, Dr. Shane Pawluk
and Assistant Professor, Dr. Kyle Wilby. Associate
Professor of Pharmacoeconomic, Dr. Daoud Al-Badriyeh
also attended the conference as one of the keynote
speakers. The conference recognizes the valuable
research conducted by postgraduate students under
the theme “Recent Trends in Postgraduate Research.” It
witnessed wide participation from students, professors
and researchers including highly recognized names in
pharmacy research and education worldwide.

Ms. Soliman stated, “It was a great experience and

a pleasure to present part of my master thesis in

an international conference and to win first place in
this category. The judges and our competitors were
impressed by the novelty of the project idea and the
efforts that | put in organizing and presenting the
content of the presentation. | hope the end product of
my thesis project, the “First Clinical Pharmacokinetic
Critical Appraisal Tool,” will help users assess the
quality of the published clinical pharmacokinetic studies
and decide whether to apply the results in a clinical
setting.”

She adds, “I want to thank my supervisors Dr. Shane
Pawluk and Dr. Kyle Wilby for their continuous support
and guidance as well as the College of Pharmacy for
giving me this opportunity. As a research team, we are
proud that we were able to achieve another win for our
college.”
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More than 80 scientific papers were
presented in the conference in the
form of oral or poster presentation by
researchers from Jordan and other
countries including UK, Australia,
Germany, USA, Qatar, Palestine and
Iraq. A special session was also held
for academics from various Arab
universities to talk about the latest
developments in the pharmaceutical
world and ongoing and published
research.




Agreements and MoUs

Qatar University enters into local and

international partnerships with the aim of

joint cooperation

Qatar University offers a wide range of opportunities
for students to advance their academic and research
careers, in their respective fields. This is achieved
through a number of academic agreements and
partnerships with relevant institutions in the fields such
as industry, government, academia, business and civil
society, that are in line with the university’s strategy to
improve student output and academic performance, to
launch their abilities, talents and creativity.
Memorandums of Understanding, agreements, and
partnerships are valuable as they enable students to
contribute effectively to academic, cultural and research
activities. They also prepare students for the labor
market through discussion sessions which bridge the
relationship between students, experts, specialists and
decision makers. Such agreements have culminated in
the launch of several chairs on national, regional and
international issues, with the chair officials assisting
students in their graduation and research projects,

as well as providing training opportunities to prepare
them for the labor market. The following are the main
agreements of the year:

Qatar University and Waseda University sign agreement
in Japan to enhance research on Islamic Civilization
Qatar University (QU) and Waseda University, a private
and independent research university in Tokyo, signed
an agreement in Japan during His Highness the Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani’s two-day official
visit to Japan. QU President Dr. Hassan Al-Derham

and Waseda University President Dr. Aiji Tanaka were
present to sign the agreement, which is of mutual
interest and draws from the two universities common
potential through exchange of best expertise, and
expertise in supporting research activities in the fields
of language, literature, culture, religion, history, politics,
economics, international relations and the two countries
relationship with aspects related to Islamic civilization.
This agreement supports the strong relationship that
Qatar shares with Japan and the spirit of friendship
and partnership that greatly helps to contribute to the

development, knowledge and understanding of the
Islamic identity.

Based on the desire for both parties to develop and
enhance their joint cooperation, the agreement will
also see the establishment of a co-funded “Chair of
the State of Qatar for Islamic Area Studies,” which will
see the contribution of faculty members from both
institutions with the aim of contributing to enhancing
research cooperation between academic institutions
and research centers in various aspects of Islamic
civilization.

Qatar University and Techno Lab to collaborate in

the fields of research, engineering consultancy and
knowledge transfer

Qatar University’s (QU) Qatar Transportation and Traffic
Safety Center (QTTSC) and the College of Engineering
(CENG) sign a research cooperation agreement
yesterday with Techno Lab, a member of Al Ali Holding,
to establish cooperation in the fields of research,
consultancy and knowledge transfer.

The agreement was signed by QU Vice President for
Academic Affairs Dr Omar Al Ansari and Techno Lab
Chairman Sheikh Abdulrahman Bin Jassim Al-Thani in
the presence of officials from both institutions. It aims
to establish collaboration between QU and Techno Lab
in the academic, research and student training and field
support, as well as the exchange of information and
consultancy.

As part of the agreement, the QTTSC will provide Techno
Lab with consultancy and workshops on transportation
and traffic safety, smart transportation and geotechnical
studies. QU’s CENG faculty will also support Techno

Lab projects by ensuring knowledge transfer and
progressive development of existing projects. Techno
Lab will offer training to CENG students, as well as
technical and technological support to QTTSC at all
levels.

QU and Ministry of Health sign MoU which focuses on research
collaboration to serve senior citizens

Qatar University (QU) and the Ministry of Health sign a Memorandum of
Understanding yesterday at the university which covers several areas
including the exchange of technical expertise, as well as consultancy
and training between the two parties; cooperation with experts in QU in
conducting social, health and medical research that meets the needs of
Qatar’s residents and it’s elderly; making use of QU’s research centers
and study areas; and finally jointly organizing seminars, debates and
workshops in particular areas of interest.

Present at the signing are Professor Mariam Al-Ali Al-Maadeed, Vice
President for Research and Graduate Studies; Dr Saleh bin Ali Al Marri,
Assistant Secretary General for Medical Affairs at the Ministry of Public
Health; as well as a number of vice presidents and senior officials of the
Ministry of Health and QU.

Through the MoU, the two parties aim to organize exhibitions with

the aim of enriching knowledge about shared interests. They also

agree to provide vocational training to university students, by

involving them in ministry needed or ministry organized research

and activities, and conducting research and studies that support the
design, implementation and evaluation of policies and programs that
contribute to the development of the social and health of Qatar’s elderly
population.

MoU with Qatar Cancer Society to develop and implement research and
human capacity development programs

Qatar University, represented by QU Health, sign an MoU with Qatar
Cancer Society that includes cooperation to stimulate research projects,
joint educational courses, and striving to develop and implement
research programs, human capacity and exchange programs for student
and staff. The MoU also includes agreement to exchange publications,
reports, information, academic materials and exchange of specialized
activities such as lectures for students and staff, making use of Qatar
Cancer Society’s assembly halls, and allocation of space for an annual
exhibition the society will hold.

The MoU was signed by Vice President for Medical and Health Sciences
and Dean of the College of Medicine (CMED), Dr Egon Toft and Dr

Hadi Mohammed Abu Rashid, Head of Professional Development and
Scientific Research Department at Qatar Cancer Society.

In accordance to the memorandum, the two parties will seek to
establish an effective partnership and create the conditions for a
long-term cooperation in creating, together, awareness activities for the
community. In addition, the two parties will cooperate to develop and
implement a professional development and research program related to
cancer.




Under the

A graduate of Qatar University’s (QU) College of
Pharmacy (CPH), Mr. Anmad Amer Alkadour conducted

a comparative economic evaluation between the oral
chemotherapy ‘CAPOX’ and the IV chemotherapy
‘mFOLFOX6’ as the adjuvant treatments of
chemotherapy for colorectal cancer (CRC) in Qatar in his
master’s thesis which he defended last September, with
the title “The Pharmacoeconomics of CAPOX as Adjuvant
Treatment of Colorectal Cancer Patients in Qatar.”

Mr. Ahmad highlighted the positive cost-savings
associated with oral chemotherapy over the intravenous
(IV) chemotherapy for CRC in Qatar, taking into
consideration clinical and quality of life outcomes of the
medications. This study is in support of the recent 2018
changes in the policy of Hamad Medical Corporation
(HMC), where the cost of ‘oral’ chemotherapies for non-
Qataris is now covered by the state.

The oral chemotherapy CAPOX regimen (capecitabine,
oxaliplatin) is considerably more expensive to purchase
than the IV mFOLFOX6 (5-fluorouracil, leucovorin,
oxaliplatin). CAPOX, however, is associated with lesser
hospitalization and adverse drug reactions when
compared to mFOLFOX6. Here, as a direct response to
a request by decision makers at the National Center for
Cancer Care and Research (NCCCR), which is a member
of HMC, and in collaboration with their practitioners,
Mr. Ahmad evaluated the cost-effectiveness of CAPOX
versus mFOLFOX6 in the NCCCR. The evaluation
assessed which of the two regimens costs less in
overall per outcome, going beyond the acquisition
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Microscope
New research reveals the
Cost-Effectiveness of an
Oral Chemotherapeutic
Regimen

costs of drugs to also evaluate the secondary costs
associated with hospitalization and adverse events.

Mr. Ahmad noted that because of limited follow-up data,
that covers long-term details of CRC patients in NCCCR,
the comparative model of the study was simulation
based, extracting data from a variety of resources. He
says, “The simulation-based evaluation is the future

of healthcare and is appropriate. The current study

was based on a hypothetical cohort of 10,000 patients
in Qatar. Economic, clinical and life quality data were
obtained from medical records at NCCCR, published
literature clinical trials, local databases as well as the
expert opinions of NCCCR practitioners and decision
makers.”

Mr. Ahmad added, “This analysis is the first
pharmacoeconomics evaluation in Qatar and the
region about cancer therapy. It also includes several
methodological aspects that make it uniqgue among
similar studies in international settings.”

The study illustrated the general dominance of
CAPOX over mFOLFOX6 in all clinical, humanistic
and economic aspects. CAPOX is expected to save
QAR 130,395 per additional treated case of CRC, at
least being more effective than mFOLFOX6 with a
higher rate of disease-free survival (DFS) without
adverse drug reactions. The dominance of CAPOX
was maintained in 52.5% of cases in the cost per
quality of life analysis and in 100% of cases in the
cost per DFS analysis.

Hot off the Press

Ansaq Magazine, a scientific peer-reviewed

magazine

Published each term by the Department of
Arabic Language at the College of Arts and

Sciences

Since 2017, the Department of Arabic Language in

the College of Arts and Science at Qatar University
publishes a scientific peer-reviewed magazine each
term, each containing four issues. Despite its relatively
new age, the magazine is unique among its peers and
other scientific journals of the world. This is due to

its breadth and spectrum of its coverage in subjects
that include language, literature, critique, rhetoric and
analysis of discourse. The magazine strives to diversify
its topics so the Arab reader can follow all that is new in
the intellectual and information world in Arabic.

Since its launch, the magazine has acquired an
International Standard Serial Number, for both electronic
and print copies, and also established its own subpage
in the Qatar University webpage, which can be found

at www.qu.edu.ga/ansaq. This allows the magazine to
reach a wide audience of the world’s interested readers.

Since its launch the magazines ambition is to be a
serious scientific platform, that pertains to international
standards and audiences, and as such the magazine
receives scientific and editorial consultancy from the
most competent professors in Qatar, the Arab world and
also some European nations. This will expand to include
a larger number of professors in linguistics, literature,
critique, semiotics, lexical and translation in the Arab
world, the United States and other European countries.

Ansaq Magazine relies on a strict editorial policy, in
which it only publishes serious new research that is
unique in its field and must not have been published
previously in any other journal or presented at any
conference or seminar. It also asks researchers
interested in having their research published to make
sure their research adds value in some way to the
knowledge and science capital in the Arabic language,
sciences and literature. Their research must also be
between 4000 to 8000 words.

The magazine is set to enter QU Press, the University’s
publishing house, where it will develop further at

the start of the next year. Most notably, QU Press

will possibly publish a book that includes distinctive
and exceptional research, as well as conference
work, thereby opening itself up to other departments
interested in science, language and literature, such as
the Department of Linguistics and English language.

Ansaq Magazine is aligned with the country’s
artistic climate. The cover page is published

by a Qatari artist, tying the magazine with the
culture and showcasing Qatari art to a wide and
international audience.

The magazine receives dozens of research requests
monthly. The magazine’s editorial board works
diligently to respond to these requests promptly,
and shortlist the research provided it meets all
requirements. Once the publication is approved,
authors are informed for approval and to specify
the issue count and date of publication. To contact
the magazine, kindly write to this address: ansaq@
qu.edu.qa
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Qatar University (QU) announced in a press conference the new College of Dental Medicine, which, starting from September
2019, will offer a six-year program leading to the degree of Doctor of Dental Medicine (DMD). With a yearly intake of up

to 25 students, 70% of students are expected to be Qatari high-school applicants from within Qatar. As the fourth college
under QU Health, the new college will complement the existing health-related Colleges of Medicine, Pharmacy, and Health
Sciences, and hence expand the possibilities of inter-professional learning at the university. This is the first dental medicine
college in Qatar and the 10th college for QU.

Dr Hassan Al-Derham, expressed his enthusiasm in launching the new college and said in his statement, “As part of
Qatar’s pivotal role in supporting the direction towards a knowledge economy, and to achieve the Qatar National Vision
2030, we establish this new college, the College of Dental Medicine, to provide the community with the necessary medical
competencies in this important discipline.”

Dr Egon Toft, Vice President and Founding Dean of the College of Medicine commented saying, “The new college will

be in direct response to meet the demand for dental and oral health care due to the comparatively high prevalence of

oral disease in Qatar. The establishment of the College of Dental Medicine is hence in line with the Qatar National Health
Strategy 2018-2022, under which the Ministry of Public Health started several initiatives promoting oral health. The
program will address one of the main recommendations of the National Oral Health Roadmap, to “educate our own” dental
workforce, and in the process provide a sustainable and self-sufficient solution for dental workforce. Delivered in close
collaboration with Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) and the Primary Health Care Corporation (PHCC), students will benefit
from early clinical experience in state-of-the-art facilities including a dental simulation clinic and academic dental hospital
at HMC, student-tailored elective studies, community-based education, and research possibilities, which are key elements
of the curriculum.

Subject-oriented learning, mainly during the common first year at QU Health, meets organ-centered modular teaching and
clinical skills training, achieving a full integration of all relevant knowledge and skill domains.”

Dr Abdullatif Al-Khal, HMC’s Deputy Chief Medical Officer and Director of Medical Education says: “Hamad Medical
Corporation, in collaboration with Qatar University, has been working closely to establish the new College of
Dentistry, and this new college is an important addition. We at Hamad Medical Corporation have a strong need for
dentists to provide their services in this area especially with the increase in the number of oral patients and the
scarcity of students in this specialty, the College of Dentistry came at the perfect time to fill the gap in this area.”
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The third

annual White
Coat Ceremony

The College of Medicine organized its third annual White Coat Ceremony with the performance of 69 second-year students.
The ceremony was attended by more than 200 people, including students and their parents and a number of faculty
members and staff.

Speaking at the event, Dr Egon Toft, Vice President for Medical and Health Sciences said: “The annual ceremony of
wearing white coats is an important stage for new students to move to the medical profession and highlights the
commitment of students to achieving their professional goals in the future. | encourage students to learn lifelong
learning while acting as the best health care providers in the community. This symbolic event marks the beginning of a
long journey that will open up opportunities for them to contribute to the health of Qatari society.”

Dr Halema Al Farsi, Assistant Dean for Student Affairs, College of Medicine, confirms the importance of this event saying,
“l am delighted to welcome you to the ceremony of wearing white coats for the College of Medicine at Qatar University
to graduate in 2023. The number of students in this batch is 69 students 52 are female students and 17 are male
students, 53% of them Qatari citizens. It is a distinguished group by all standards.

A large number of students expressed their pride in wearing white coats and starting the practical phase of their
medical journey.

The event is designed to celebrate the transition of medical students from the first year (general medicine) to the
second year (medical program). The event is designed specifically to emphasize students’ commitment to the
values of the medical profession and patient care, such as integrity, behavior and ethical practices.

- e ot

College of Law
QATAR UNIVERSITY ln §d o ol

QU College of Law Host
Annual Conference on

“Law in Keeping
Up with Tourist
Activities:
Specificities and
Prospects”

The College of Law (LAWC) at Qatar University (QU) organized its annual conference on law and tourism under the title
“Law in Keeping Up with Tourist Activities: Specificities and Prospects” in cooperation with the National Tourism Council
on the 4th and 5th of February, under the sponsorship of the office of Sheikh Dr Thani Bin Ali Al-Thani for Law and Legal
Consultancy.

Dr Hassan Al-Derham, President of Qatar University said in his opening speech, “The establishment of The National Tourism
Council has recently been announced as an alternative to the Qatar Tourism Authority, which promises a flourishing future
in the field of tourism, especially as we are heading towards the world’s most prestigious football tournament and the most
widely viewed sporting event, namely the FIFA World Cup 2022. This growth of the tourism sector in the country imposes on
us legal, economic and social challenges, and hence the importance of this conference, which is conducted to highlight the
legal aspects associated with tourism. The conference also aims to provide solutions and recommendations to the various
arising challenges. One of the main objectives of the conference is to address the legal framework of the tourism sector,
both nationally and internationally, which will help identify the legal and technical challenges facing the tourism sector at
the local, regional and international levels.”

Mr. Hassan Abdel Rahman Al Ibrahim, Assistant Secretary General of the National Council for Tourism, spoke at the event
saying, “The national strategy for the tourism sector has been constantly concerned with enhancing the tourists overall
experience. This is considered a major goal and can only be achieved through enhancing the performance of the tourism
sector and developing tourism products and offers, which includes the development of all other related matters. The
tourism industry has witnessed several important developments in the management and leadership of the sector through
the establishment of the National Tourism Council. Additionally, in terms of attracting more visitors and diversifying the
target markets, this required expanding the industry by conducting new tourism projects and offering more opportunities.”
The conference aims to examine the importance of the legal framewaork regulating the tourism sector at the national and
international levels.

Promoting tourism is one Qatar’s national priorities, and part of the state’s plan for diversification of economic
resources. The College of Law is keen to consider the tourism sector from a legal perspective, and in doing so,
consolidates the states presence as a state of the art tourist destination with historical and cultural roots and
defining characteristics that make it ready to welcome tourists from around the world. Following the establishment
of the National Tourism Council, Qatar has witness an increased interest in tourism activity.
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12th Qatar

University
Life Sciences
Symposium

The Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences (DBES) at Qatar University’s (QU) College of Arts and Sciences
(CAS) hosted the 12th QU Life Sciences Symposium on November 25-26. The two-day event is themed “Food Systems
and Technology: Advancing Food Production,” and is organized in collaboration with the Ministry of Municipality and
Environment.

Dr Rashid Al-Kuwari said of the event, “This symposium is one of many initiatives to support the Qatar National Vision 2030
as food security, sustainable food practices and food systems are areas of increasing importance to Qatar and fall under the
“economic and social” pillar of Qatar National Vision 2030. It also reflects QU’s interest in scientific research as the nucleus
of Qatar’s future development and prosperity. Over the past years, the Life Sciences Forum has discussed many topics
related to the health of the individual and the environment, the marine environment, the Crimean plant, biotechnology,
environmental pollution and others.”

DBES Head Dr. Radhouane Ben Hamadou commented saying, “This forum is an important step in studying best practices,
scientific and technological progress, shaping future strategies, setting goals and uniting efforts between Qatar University
and the relevant authorities in the state.”

The symposium featured four sessions: Food Security: Challenges and Policies, Food Production Systems: Technologies and
Innovation, Food Biotechnology and finally, Food Safety and Quality.

The QU Life Sciences Symposium aims to create a transdisciplinary framework for knowledge, skills and
exploration in food systems and technologies and to provide opportunities for applied, problem-based learning in
food systems.
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“This is
Public Health”
Campaign

Qatar University’s (QU) College of Health Sciences (CHS) hosts Sheikh Dr Mohamed Bin Hamad Al-Thani, Director of Public
Health Department at the Ministry of Public Health for a presentation as part of the CHS “This is Public Health” campaign to
promote public health education. The event was attended by Professor Asma Al-Thani, Dean of CHS, as well as faculty and
students of CHS.

In her address to the audience, Dr Asma Al-Thani highlighted Sheikh Dr Mohammed Al-Thani’s efforts in the country’s
first Public Health Strategy launched last year and pointed to the importance of collaboration between academia and the
health sector. She says, “Dr Mohammed’s visit today and his continuous support to our programs are examples of the
collaboration between the QU Health Cluster and the health sector in the country. We look forward with great interest

to learning more about the developments in the rapidly developing landscape of public health, which requires constant
collaboration and complementarity of roles.”

The event concluded with an interactive session moderated by Dr Hanan Abdul Rahim, Head of the Department of Public
Health at CHS, in which Dr Al-Thani addressed student’s questions. Commenting on the event, Dr Mohammad Al-Thani
said, “l am glad to be here today with you for the campaign, as the field of public health is as wide as the world. You can
impact more than one person at a time, you will touch and improve the lives of thousands of people and impact the whole
population at a time.”

He adds, “Public health service is an honor. We live in a world at constant risk of public health threats. That’s why it’s
important that we invest in the public health system to find, stop, track and prevent these threats.”

Also part of the campaign was an educational session by the Hamad International Training Center, Kulluna initiative, where
representatives discussed their work in the field of public health. Other activities of the campaign included high school
visits, a photo competition encouraging students to capture images expressing public health efforts on campus, and a
variety of interactive activities to promote public health.

The “This is Public Health” campaign consists of many activities including school visits, a contest where students take
photos that reflect public health efforts on campus and a variety of interactive health education activities organized by the
Public Health Department.
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International
Traffic Safety
Conference

Under the patronage of His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani, Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior (MOI), Qatar University (QU), represented by QU’s Qatar Transportation and Traffic Safety Center (QTTSC) at the
College of Engineering (CENG) and MOI’s National Traffic Safety Committee (NTSC), launch together the “International Traffic
Safety Conference” from 26-27 November 2018, to support and enhance the national strategic vision and objectives of the
Qatar National Road Safety Strategy 2013-2022.

The international conference which was held at the Sheraton Hotel is sponsored by the Qatar National Research Fund
(QNRF), Dolphin Energy, Qatar Motor and Motorcycle Federation, Technolab, and the engineering company Khatib & Alami.

Commenting on the conference, QU Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, Dr Abdulmajeed Hamouda said, “The conference
will discuss issues related to traffic safety and provide opportunities for dialogue and discussion at the global level for all
issues related to the present and future of traffic safety on the roads. This conference also provides an opportunity for those
concerned with traffic safety, both at the institutional level and at the individual level, to discuss and bring together views
on the purposeful solutions and how to translate these ideas into strategies that can be utilized in reality.”

He adds, “The State of Qatar is organizing this conference for the first time, which will raise Qatar’s international standing
in the field of traffic safety and prepare the national institutions concerned with traffic to receive the world’s anticipated
FIFA World Cup event in 2022.”

The main themes of the conference are engineering of traffic safety, driving behaviors, youth and traffic safety, education
and traffic safety, road users at risk, law enforcement, traffic accident data, post-accident investigations, vehicle internal
technology, emergency services, medical and traffic safety, transport safety and security, intelligent transportation systems,
traffic flow, road design and paving, public transport, transport economics and policies, traffic management, logistics, urban
planning and land use.”

The goal of the “International Traffic Safety Conference” is to showcase practical approaches and innovative
solutions for enhancing road safety performance and measures in the State of Qatar. The event will provide a
multi-track platform to highlight and discuss issues pertinent to the present and future of global road safety.
It will provide an opportunity for networking and exchange of ideas among participants in the field of road and
transportation safety.
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Visit fromthe CEO |

of Just Real Estate
(JRE)

The College of Business and Economics hosted Nasser Al-Ansari Chairman of Just Real Estate (JRE), leading property
service provider in Qatar, as part of the colleges Executive Guest Program, which is organized on a regular basis.

Eng. Nasser Hassan Al Ansari spent several hours at the college, where he met with the students and urged them to take
the lead, work and perseverance in order to reach their ambitions and achieve their goals after graduation, in order to
achieve Qatar National Vision 2030.

In a statement, the Former Dean of the College, Dr Khalid Al-Abdulgader said “This was a great opportunity for the
students of the college to learn more about real estate and real estate investments in the State of Qatar. This is the real
example of our ongoing efforts to raise the level of graduates and equip them well to service Qatar locally, regionally
and internationally. “He praised the guest program for providing an interactive platform among students, business and
institutional representatives, as an opportunity to expand graduates perceptions locally and globally.

Nasser Al Ansari praised the program saying, “I was delighted to have the opportunity to meet with students to tell

them about the opportunities offered by the state and the labor market, opportunities and benefits to build their future

and contribute to building a diversified economy centered on creativity, innovation and human resources. | thank Qatar
University for giving me this opportunity and wish success to all students and | assure you that our doors are open to them
at any time, to share their views and suggestions and comments.”

The Executive Guest Program is an engaging forum that the College of Business and Economics runs between the
University and the students. The program specializes in the real estate field to discuss development programs that
ensure the honorable goal of serving the nation and ensuring the real estate sector in Qatar is an important and
powerful vehicle for economic growth in the state.
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The Early Childhood Center of Qatar University’s (QU) College of Education (CED) organized its 14th festival to mark World
Children’s Day, under the theme “Color with Hope.” The festival featured a variety of artistic, kinetic, rhythmic and scientific
activities for children with the aim of encouraging children to be creative, develop their imaginations and provide a spirit of
teamwork.

The event was attended by 160 of the children enrolled at the center, at Rashad Kindergarten Model Independent School
for Boys and Qatar—Finland International School, as well as a number of institutions that collaborated on this event with
the center such as: Armed Forces Music Battalion Unit (Ministry of Defence), Visual Art Center, Awsaj Academy, The Special
Education Training Center at Hamad Medical Corporation’s (HMC) Rumailah Hospital, IAID Academy Qatar and Best Buddies
Qatar. In addition, the event was attended by a large number of VIPs from the center, QU and other honorable guests from
early childhood institutions across Qatar.

QU’s CED and the Early Childhood Center are keen to build the future of the State of Qatar starting with the advancement of
children and their psychological health and their early preparation to become future leaders, able to serve their nation.

The Early Childhood Center provides a model demonstration and training site for early childhood education with research
opportunities to further enhance knowledge of early development, education and quality care for young children. The United
Nations’ (UN) Universal Children’s Day, which was established in 1954, is celebrated on 20 November each year to promote
international togetherness and awareness among children worldwide.

The Early Childhood Center involved many educational institutions in this festival, in order to activate its role

in building bridges and creating partnerships between kindergartens and other children institutions across the
country. Educational institutions play a vital role in promoting the arts with children from an early age. Together,
the organizers provided young students with the opportunity to express their creativity in various ways, such as
painting, music, dance, acting, science and much more, in line with the event theme.

The College of Pharmacy (CPH) at Qatar University organized a public awareness campaign entitled “Pain Control” at
Aspire Park. The event aimed at raising awareness about pain and what medication is available for sufferers. More than 80
students participated in this campaign as well as a number of members of CPH faculty.

Assistant Professor and Dean College of Pharmacy, Dr Mohammad Diab said: “We are pleased to organize awareness
campaigns such as the Pain Control campaign, aiming to raise awareness about pain, types, and control drugs available to
patients without a prescription. The campaign also seeks to guide the public to the best ways to use different painkillers
and how to avoid the side effects and toxicity that may result from the misuse of these analgesics. The college vision is

to raise the quality of health care in the country and raise awareness through campaigns such as these that serve the
community.”

“This event was a great success at all levels and standards,” said Dr Abdelali Agouni, Associate Professor of Pharmacology
and Chair of the Community Outreach and Public Engagement Committee (COPE), “This is the first awareness campaign
organized by the College of Pharmacy at Aspire Park and it succeeded in attracting a large number of visitors who have
shown great interest in the campaign theme.”

“We felt that people were grateful to us for providing them with information to control their pain,” said student Afnan Al-
Najjar, a fourth-year student and one of the campaign’s volunteers. “This feeling has led us to want to seize opportunities in
the future to contribute to any awareness-raising activity in the community.”

The campaign attracted the attention of more than 300 people who were interested in the campaign, where College
of Pharmacy students offered advice and answered all their inquiries. The campaign highlighted painkillers,
especially paracetamol and anti-inflammatory drugs, for their widespread use in the community and the possibility
of serious side effects when misused. The campaign also highlighted the differences between types of headaches,
as the causes and methods of treatment may vary from one type to another.
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The College of Sharia and Islamic Studies (CSIS) at Qatar University organized a ceremony to honor outstanding students on
the Dean’s List for the Spring semester 2018, with 29 female students and 172 male students from various disciplines and
academic programs.

Dean of College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Dr Ibrahim Abdulla | Al-Ansari welcomed the outstanding students and
congratulated them on this excellence and urged them to continue on the path of knowledge, diligence and excellence. In

his speech he said, “The college is made up of four parts which work together to create this monument. The first section is -“-""' JAKAN

the administration, the second is the faculty, the third staff and the fourth part is a vital group for the future of the college,

they are of course the students whose excellence and efforts are the fruits of the colleges success. The more effort the ity i ...

students put in, the more confident we are of the college’s success and the achievement of its vision.” . R
‘ g

In conclusion, he urged students to have integrity when seeking for knowledge in order to reap the rewards of the
opportunities given to them.

On behalf of the outstanding female students, student Sarah Zuhair gave a speech. Omar Misfer Al-Marri gave a
speech on behalf of the male outstanding students.

The Qatar University (QU) multi-purpose research vessel -aptly named Janan afte_'r an __ e

island close to Qatar- is all set to transform marine research in the Gulf region. The~
vessel, owned by QU and managed by the Environmental Science Center-(ESC), VP for
Research and Graduate Studies since 2011 is the only marine research vessel in Qatar.
: == It is designed to navigate the rich and diverse marine-and terrestrial environments of
= e  — the Arabian-Gulf, Gulf of Oman and Arab and Re‘é’Se%.a_g,([to carry out a wide range
== T ET - of investigations and research concernmgsmemwmnﬂe,bmlogy, oceanographic,
e hydrographlcal geojoglcal flshery,.enwﬁiﬁmenf a‘ﬂg tllmate ==




Conversation with ”
a Gifted StUdent Amna Abdulrahman Al-Mohammadi ."I:I

A|_M0hammadi- | aspire Amna Abdulrahman Al-Mohammadi is a talented Qatari painter com Ic
: . . and student at Qatar University, specializing in management By Abdulaziz Al Sadiq
to create an engineering and marketing at the College of Business and Economics.

Amna centers her drawings on buildings with geometric

Ofﬁce that dGSigns shapes, using charcoal as an essential tool. Campus Life

[ ]
buildings in the future speaks with her to shed light on her artistic talent and how
she manages her time between school and art. AT v

Talk to us about your artistic hobbies How did you develop this talent?

Drawing has been a hobby of mine that | relied on myself through research

| started practicing nine years ago. | of different social media sites such

discovered my natural inclination to as YouTube and Instagram, which

this art during middle school and would greatly benefited me. I also enrolled

practice many forms of drawing such as in workshops in Katara— the Cultural

drawing people, inanimate objects and Village and Virginia Commonwealth

Islamic decoration. But | found myself University School of the Arts in Qatar. | :

drawn towards buildings and use of believe very much in the saying: “What — e ﬂ

charcoal rather than colors. We practice is done in love, is done well.”

things that we find ourselves in, it helps . =

us with continuity. Objects don’t know How do you work between your |

us, nor do they know what we carry studies and your talent? ‘ COI Iege Of

within us, but art knows all of this! | am currently in my senior year at ¥ . .
Qatar University, and strive to balance il Dental Med icine

How did your family support you? my studies and hobby through using

| am grateful for my family, which God spare time well. Practicing drawing

has blessed me with, | have always during my free time provides me with

been encouraged and supported by positive energy. | aspire to continue with

them. They continuously urge me to postgraduate studies in architecture,

practice this hobby, and when | show and | will utilize my marketing

them my finished illustrations, | only find experience to help with my long-term

encouragement and loving guidance. goals of establishing a engineering
office that designs buildings.

N —




Creative
Achievements

The dream of protecting

the Arabic language

Najiya Saeed Almuraikhi — Student in College of Arts and
Sciences

The world is filled with a variety of languages and dialects
and every now and then voices are raised to demand the
preservation of what they have, whether it is a dialect or

a language. No matter if they come from the East or the
West, people consider language to be a major pillar of their
culture and an integral part of their civilization. For us, the
nation of “Iqra’” (Read), should take back control of our
language and connect the young generation with those
who were raised by proper linguistics. The decision to go
back to the Arabic language will assist in the polishing and
development of young talents and it will be the reason for
cultural forums to return and shine with Arabic language
reciting. This decision will also result in the discovery of
new creative talents through the renewed Arabic language
classes that is based on proper linguistics.

If we focused on this revival of the use of Arabic language,
we will have the chance to equip the future generations
with unique qualities that will light the fields of literatures
and arts in the country. This also will have an effect of the
current use of weak language and how the youth articulate
themselves in the social media platforms and in the
creation of new businesses and stores names. We hope to
witness the change that the new decree of protecting the
Arabic language issued by His Highness the Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, will have on the youth and its
effect on their love of reading and writing.

The Protection of the Arabic Language Law, No. 7 of
2019, obliges ministries, government entities, public
corporations and institutions to use Arabic language in
their meetings, discussions, official documents, names,

programs, publications, and in their audiovisual or

written advertisements. Furthermore, the law states that
Arabic is the language of talks, negotiations, memos

and correspondence with governments, regional and
international organizations with a text in the other
language approved for those bodies. The law also makes
Arabic as the official language of education in public
educational institutions, unless the nature of some courses
requires teaching in another language, as decided by the
Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Universities
and higher education institutions of the state are obliged
to teach in Arabic unless the nature of academic programs
requires teaching in another language. In addition, all
research papers funded by governmental entities shall be
in Arabic and it could be published in other languages as
long as an Arabic abstract is provided.

The law highlights the interest of the government in an
education system that focuses on the Arabic language

that could bring pride to the knowledge seeker. This will
also lead to the rise of the research papers and submitted
patents in Arabic. The government’s attention on the Arabic
language will bring it back to the front lines and will be
one of the main tools for various creative outlets in the
community of Qatar.

We will reap the fruits of this decree in the shape of a
valuable educational experience and the return to the
classic books to find reference and wisdom. Knowledge
seekers in the country will find a wealth of resources that
will reveal to them the beauty of their country and culture.
They will be able to learn about the pioneers of art and
linguistics. The issue of this decree is the start of a new
road for all of us to be held accountable to raise awareness
about our culture and language.

Calligraphy

Calligraphy by Dr Ahmad Haji Safar, Assistant
Professor, Arabic Department, College of Arts
and Sciences

Taught man that which he knew not - Surah Al-’Alaq [96:5]

Calligraphy, one of the fine arts, is concerned with the decorative aesthetics of characters, their relationship and the space
they occupy to such an extent that the attention to beauty of the letters outweighs the interest to the actual content of the
text.

Arabic calligraphy is at the forefront of calligraphy in the world, its aesthetics have evolved, its styles and schools have
varied since the first century (Islamic calendar), making it a common trait in all Islamic and Arabic art. Due to its fine
artistry, and regality, Europeans began imitating Arabic calligraphy for decorative uses, although many were not able to read
the words.




Am |
obese?

AlJazi Al-Qahtani - Teaching Assistant of

Human Nutrition

Obesity, which is characterized as an inflammatory
disease, is considered one of the most common medical
conditions in the world. According to the International
Association for The Study of Obesity (IASO), Qatar ranks
sixth globally. Body mass index (BMI) is the most popular
index to define obesity, but there are better methods of
evaluating obesity such as waist circumference and waist
to length ratio.

There are three most commonly used measures in
identifying obesity, BMI, waist circumference and waist to
height ratio.

BMI of 18.5 — 24.9 is considered normal, from 25 — 29.9
is considered overweight, and from 30 — 34.9 is obese.
BMI calculation can be calculated as follows (weight over
height squared).

Waist circumference predictor of abdominal obesity

(accumulation of fatty tissues around the abdominal area).

Studies have shown WC of 40 inches or more (102 cm)
in men, and of 35 inches or more (88 cm) in women, is
associated with elevated cardiovascular disease.

Waist-to-height ratio has been shown as a strong
predictor of cardiovascular risk and mortality in line with
assessing obesity. According to the study we conducted
in the association between waist-to-height ratio on the
biomarkers of inflammation in female students, the

results have shown significant association between waist
to height ratio and biomarkers of inflammation in obese
people.

Obesity intervention starts with educating the person
and ends with lifestyle modifications. Obese people and
overweight whose BMI is between >25-30 kg/m2 are
recommended to lose 10% of their initial body weight by
the World Health Organizations and National Institution
of Health. Losing weight requires a personal effort and
patience.

Behavioral modification is the first step in lifestyle
treatment changes toward a successful weight loss
journey. Start with setting goals, change beliefs, enhance
motivation and provide regulation skills like self-
monitoring.

Here are some important tried and tested tips that can help
with weight loss:

1. Carefully plan meals to help stick with your goal.

2. Don’t ban foods that you love or crave. Also, steer away
from the word “diet.” Psychologically refraining from
indulging in wants affects the human brain and makes
you want it more. Instead reduce your portions and try to
compensate with a walk or drinking more water.

3. Lastly, remove any temptations from your kitchen
drawers and office as their presence will tempt you to
indulge without realizing it.

The Sports Activities Department in Qatar University aims
to provide a variety of high quality sports in its facilities,
by consistently offering a number of sport and recreational
programs that develop students physically and give them
a sense of belonging within the university and community.
The department also offers a wide range of sporting
opportunities both within the campus and outside, in

the male and female building, to all students, alumni,
professors, staff and their families.

The department has a variety of sections that occupy
different functions. They are: The Campus Events &
Activities Section, male and female, The Aquatic Center,
male and female and the Physiotherapy and Sport Injuries
Section.

The vision of the Sports Activities Department is to provide
a wide variety of sport, health and recreation program. It
also formulates sport leadership programs and teams, with
the aim of integrating members of Qatar University into
activities that help develop mental and physical skills.

The department aims to achieve a number of objectives,
namely: providing programs and services that enhance the
success of students in a safe and diverse environment,
forming sport teams that represent Qatar University in
local, regional and international championships, improving
the level of health and sports in the campus, providing
awareness programs for target groups and creating

a culture of academic excellence by achieving proper
balance of mind and body.

The department provides the following services:

1. Sports teams

The department works to provide a range of competitive
programs aimed at training students physically and
mentally, and motivating them to compete in local and
international competitions. This is achieved through
forming and training sport teams and participating in a
number of local and international competitions, in a variety
of sports.

Sports and
recreation,
a growing

lifestyle

2. University activities and events

Through various activities and events, the department aims
to integrate and engage the community to exercise in their
daily lives.

3. Fitness and Health programs

A range of training courses and specialized programs

are offered to increase campus awareness about the
importance of sports on physical and mental health and its
impact on academic performance.

4. Sports Leadership Programs

This leadership program aims to provide participants with
theories, skills and practical expertise to qualify them to be
leaders of the future in Qatar’s sports sector.

Contact information:

Email: sports@qu.edu.qa

Phone: 44037953- 44037953

Website: http://www.qu.edu.qa/students/activities/sports-
activities/qu-sport-facilities




Student clubs are organized under the supervision of the Student Activities Department at
Qatar University. The Clubs play a vital role in building educational and life experiences among
students and providing them the opportunity to engage in non-academic student activities
that help integrate them into the university community with colleagues who share the same
interests. Student clubs also provide rich development opportunities which equip students
with teamwork skills and help refine other practical skills such as communication, teamwork
and leadership. Campus Life speaks to Noor Rafik (English Literature major) the President of
the Korean Club, where we discuss the club’s goals and its activities.

What are the reasons for establishing the Korean Club in
Qu?

There are many motives that led to the establishment of
the Korean club, most importantly the interest of many of
our students in the Korean culture and language, as well
as the development of relations between Qatar and Korea
in different fields, we had the motivation to create a club
through the relationship we have with the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea to the State of Qatar. In addition, we
have members that study in Qatar University and are from
Korea.

What are the goals the club seeks to achieve?

Our club has three main objectives, the first of which is to
familiarize students with the Korean culture. Second, we
try to spread the culture of acceptance and compassion
towards others. Third, we aim to be the central place

in Qatar for people who have a great deal of love and
respect for Korea and its culture, and the place for people
to express this passion through various activities, both
educational and recreational.

Student Clubs

President of the Korean Club:
We seek to spread the culture of
acceptance among one another

What are the standout events the club has organized since
its inception?

Since the club’s inception in 2016, the club has organized
many events that are so successful, they have become
part of Qatar University’s annual events. Such events
include Korean cooking classes, language classes and
talent shows. The club also carried out events that were
exceptionally successful such as “Korea and Qatar:

Two Halves, One Heart,” in the presence of the Korean
Ambassador to Qatar and a number of Korean diplomats,
who showed their support.

Every year, the Korean club joins the Student Clubs Forum
at Qatar University and, for the past three years, has been
participating in the university’s Cultural Village. In addition,
it also participates in the Asfar Exhibition and plans to
continue its participation in the coming years.

What ambitions does the club seek to achieve?

The club aspires to create a conscious and open
generation towards all cultures and aspires to strengthen
relations between the Qatari and Korean people.

Window

She opened the Facebook window and found the street
full of passers-by. She took out her worn rug and dusted
it off over their heads. She liked to hear them in the street
yelling and making disparaging remarks among the
crowded people in transit.

Love

The child continues to call her mother to play with her
the old game “Beit Byoot” but her mother is busy. When
the mother finished writing her novel, she went in search
of her child. She only found on the bed a small doll with
ragged hair holding another small doll and next to it
drawings of many red-stained dolls.

Fame

“One, two, three,” said the artist to the girl that smiled
ready for him to take her picture. He stopped suddenly,
alarmed, escaping from her eye, which had begun to take
over his camera lens.

Street

He said to her: | love you because you are a rose. She
answered him: | love you because you are like a garden.
Years passed and the rose did not grow an inch, and she
did not wonder why the garden grew from a bedrock of
asphalt.

Short Stories

Dr. Imtenan Smadi
Associate Professor,
College of Arts and Sciences

Happiness

She ended the phone call after being reassured he was
happy on his journey, in which he roamed the earth. She
adjusted the timing on her watch to match the time of a
far eastern city. Days later, she had to adjust her watch to
western timing, after finding out he was there. After about
a month, she didn’t find it difficult to know the timing of
the north, where she landed. ..

Months and months passed by, where she picked up the
phone —every time she missed him- to hear his voice,
asking her usual question: How are you? Let me know how
you’re doing, I've missed you. The hands of time passed by
quietly, and after a few years she created a wall, full with

a mural of clocks and was saddened to discover that the
poison of time did not leave room for the time that she still
desired and was waiting for.

How?

It was nothing, but after laughter and tears it became
everything. It flowed through, drowning roads, and passed
through everything. Will it all end?

Fall

Love of the earth, created a tree, which created paper, and
whenever the wind blows through their veins, it sways
lightly.




Performance
Development

Writing and Reading in the
Age of Visual Imagery

Dr Luay Khalil Associate
Professor in Department of
Arabic Language

With the recent spread of social media, literacy rates
among the younger generation has dropped significantly,
with young people favoring the culture of animation, which
provides content freely and easily. This is reflected on
language, where the mind has been trained to process
information in a fun and easy way, which is seeing
information visually. Whereas language that is printed or
written, requires much more involvement of the brain in
processing information, thereby making it more arduous
for the younger generation.

In the face of this new problem, it’s important to find ways
to restore youth’s relationship with reading and writing,
with a primary focus on reading, as it is a vessel for
writing. But how is that achieved?

Perhaps the two most important rules when trying to
return to reading, and transforming it into an effective,
fruitful process that instills pleasure, is first to start with
simple, entertaining books, so as to ensure the reading
is continuous. The reader can begin with short stories
or illustrated texts. If the reader is at an age where they
are attached to visuals, then they can read the famous
international books “Puss in Boots” or “Snow White.”

At a later phase, when the reader has seen books as
entertaining, they can begin reading the series by Dr.
Abdur Rahman Rafat Pasha “Stories from the Lives of the
Sahabah” and “Stories from the Lives of the Followers,”
which are beautiful, engaging stories that are useful. Once
this phase is over, the reader can move on to novels.

Upon reaching this stage, it’s best that the reader combign

reading novels with old fables such as “Kalila and Demna.
The reader should then choose works that improves their
approach to language, aesthetic taste and help embrace
the culture of learning, such as “Awraq Al Ward”

by Mostafa Saadeq Al-Rafe’ie, or “Qisas min al-Tarikh” and
“Qisas min al-Hayat” by Sheikh Ali Al-Tantawi and similar
books.

But if the reader is older, they can start with picture books
and move directly to short stories, without pictures, such
as Abd al-Rahman Ra’fat Pasha or Anton Chekhov.

They can also be entertained through Al-Tantawi and
Al-Rafe’ie, and read series by geniuses and leaders and
books by Malek Bennabi. Once the reader is at this stage,
they can read anything they choose to read, as long as
they remain committed to also reading fables, in order to
find reading pleasurable.

If the individual wants to use reading to improve writing
skills, then he or she can keep a notebook in which they
record all the sayings they liked while reading, which they
can refer to when wanting to improve their writing.

www.qu.edu.ga

Arabic for
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My University Album

Through various events and activities, Qatar University
has provided us with many standout memories over
the years.

Al-Nadwi in Qatar University

Throughout the years, Qatar University has hosted a
variety of Islamic figures who have influenced thinking
and knowledge within the university. Among these many
thinkers is Abul Hasan Ali Hasani Nadwi, who achieved
fame through his pioneering works, including the book
“What did the World Lose with the Decline of Muslims?”
Al-Nadwi was born in the village of Tekia in India in
1914 and died in 1999. In April 18, 1995, he visited Qatar
University upon invitation from the College of Sharia

and Islamic Studies (CSIS), where he delivered a lecture
entitled “The Reality of Muslims and How They Confront
Them.”

Lecture: The Role of Arab and Muslim Scholars in the
Mathematics Renaissance

The former department of cultural affairs at Qatar
University witnessed a culture oriented period from April
27,1982. Head of Mathematics Department in Assiut
University in Egypt, Dr Mustafa Saleh Abdulhadi spoke at a
lecture entitled “The Role of Arab and Muslim Scholars in
the Mathematics Renaissance” where a number of officials
from Qatar University attended as well as those interested
in the topic.

During the lecture, it was explained that Arab and Muslim
scholars had a keen interest in mathematics and its
various branches, focusing their interest in two distinct
directions. The first, the theoretical aspect, in which

they absorbed fully the subject and create a number of
new innovations. The second, the application process, in
which they initiate practical and useful studies in science
related to mathematics such as astronomy, mechanical
engineering, electrical engineering, architecture,
inheritance, business and other sciences or careers that
require mathematical proficiency.

The Association of Arab Universities (AARU)

Qatar University’s campus hosted the 24th session for The
Arab Council for Higher Studies and Scientific Research
“Higher Education Economics in the Arab World and its
Development,” which took place in October 1991, which
saw the participation of presidents, deputies and deans
of Arab universities. One issue that was discussed during
the conference is the research “Funding or Investment

in Higher Education in the Arab World and Comparing it
with Funding in Developed and Developing Countries,”
presented by Dr. Abdullah Bu Btana, education expert in
in the UNESCO Regional Education Office. In addition, the
research “The Role of Higher Education Organizations in
the Social Development of Society,” was also discussed,
a research conducted by Dr Abdullah Al-Kubaisi, Second
President of Qatar University, along with Dr Mahmoud
Mustaga Qambar, Head of Education Assets in the
University at that time.

The First Conference of Chemistry and its Applications

In 1993, the chemistry department at Qatar University
organized the First International Conference on Chemistry
and its Application, which was attended by over 200
scientists, representing 34 international and Arab countries.
The conference, which took place from December 7-9,
attracted 26 scientists as invited speakers, to enrich the
conference with their research and lectures. Among these
invited scientists is Dr Ahmed Zewail, who went on to win
a Nobel Prize in chemistry only six years later for his work
in femtochemistry. Also, in attendance was Dr Mustafa
Amr El-Sayed, winner of the 2007 US National Medal of
Science. Dr Mustafa is the first American of Arab origin to
receive this award, for his diverse achievements in the field
of chemistry and was awarded the medal in a ceremony at
the White House. On the occasion of the commencement
of the conference, President of the Conference, Dr Ibrahim
Saleh Al-Naimi said in a speech: “Since Qatar University’s
establishment in 1973, the University has focused on
advancing Qataris as its primary goal. We finalized he

main infrastructure and preparations for modern scientific
research and selected an elite group of scientists, which has
enabled the University to reach new heights among other
leading Arabic and international universities.”

The College of Education organizes the First Childhood
Conference

Under the slogan “Towards Better Support for the Education
and Development of Children,” the Childhood Diploma
Program in the Department of Psychological Sciences,
College of Education organizes “The First Childhood
Conference” on January 5-6, 2008. The conference
discussions focused on working papers that dealt with the
partnership of parenting. This comes from the perspective
that the family is the main variable affecting the personality
of the child, shaping their identity and developing their
mental and cognitive development. The conference was
jointly organized by Qatar University; The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO);
and The United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF).
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