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Message from the Dean
As its Founding Dean, it is my privilege to lead the development of the
College of Medicine at Qatar University into one of the region’s foremost
medical education providers.
The College is driven by passionate dedicated faculty and attracts promising
resilient students. We are committed to building within Qatar University
an outstanding medical college, set to equip our students with the right
competencies and produce qualified physicians empowered with the
knowledge, skills and personalities that will enable them to transform the
future of healthcare in Qatar.
Creating a community of future doctors who are patient-focused, skilled in
caring for people with respect and compassion is at the very heart of our
educational philosophy.
I welcome you and I hope you will be part of this noble cause and stimulating
and challenging experience.
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About the college
The College of Medicine (CMED) at Qatar University (QU) was established in 2014,
following an Emiri Directive and a thorough feasibility study as a joint initiative by Qatar
University and Hamad Medical Corporation.
CMED plays an integral part of Qatar University’s health cluster (QU HEALTH)*,
where synergistic interprofessional and interdisciplinary efforts of all cluster members
come together in the areas of teaching, research, and community outreach; therefore,
helping advance knowledge in the field, addressing local and regional challenges, and
contributing to population health aligned with the future needs of Qatar.
CMED currently offers a Medical Doctor (MD) program and a doctorate prpgram leading
to a PhD degree in Medical Sciences.
Building on best practice models from Europe and the United States, the six-year MD
program, offered by CMED, is largely focused on problem-based learning. Students will
develop their skills actively by learning about all major organ systems in an integrated
way through patient cases, studying in small groups guided by experienced faculty
members, and developing clinical and communication skills from the beginning, all while
using the most innovative technologies available. At the same time, they will learn to
appreciate and navigate the specific context of Qatar’s culture as physicians.
As part of the collaborative doctorate programs introduced by QU Health in 2018, the
PhD in Medical Sciences, a research-based and interdisciplinary program, is designed
to train doctorate-level scientists to investigate and introduce solutions to pressing
research problems in the State of Qatar.

* QU HEALTH was established in 2016; it integrates the Colleges of Health Sciences, Medicine and
Pharmacy in addition to the University’s Health Clinic into a theme-based academic unit.
Fully integrated with the national healthcare system, and committed to international standards and
best practice, QU HEALTH is uniquely positioned to help catalyze and integrate the missions of
education, research and patient care in Qatar.
For more information about QU Health, please visit: www.qu.edu.qa/health
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Why choose CMED
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Full alignment with international quality standards to prepare students for
internationally accepted medical licensing exams.
Innovative interactive and engaging pedagogy, incorporating technology-based
and patient-centered problem-based learning curriculum.
Research-guided scholarly methods and focus on lifelong learning to ensure the
skills and knowledge of graduates are continuously developing and consistently
aligned with the latest medical practice standards and innovations.
Early exposure to the clinical and hospital environment.
Rich educational resources and systems of education technology which are
adopted by some of the world’s leading medical schools and institutions:
Web Microscope, Anatomage table, Virtual Patient Learning (VPL), CMED
library and databases, Anatomy Learning Resource Centre and Clinical Skills
Laboratory.
Close and organic integration with the Qatari healthcare sector with numerous
opportunities for scholarly work and development of research skills.
Comprehensive, in-depth understanding of the specific healthcare challenges
and opportunities in Qatar.
Collaboration across established QU programs and access to the university’s
broad range of courses, cutting-edge facilities and student services.
Fostering teamwork, strong leadership and communication skills.
Student-focused, culturally-sensitive and supportive learning environment.
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Local & international collaborations
SINCE ITS INCEPTION, THE COLLEGE OF MEDICINE STARTED THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A STRONG AND DIVERSE NETWORK OF PARTNERSHIPS.
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDINGS (MOUs)
WERE SIGNED BUILDING THE GROUND FOR VARIOUS COLLABORATIONS AND
JOINT PROJECTS REACHING FROM CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT, FACULTY
EXCHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT, JOINT TEACHING ACTIVITIES AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF ELECTIVE COURSES, TO STUDENT EXCHANGE AS WELL
AS VARIOUS RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS IN BASIC MEDICAL SCIENCES,
POPULATION HEALTH, CLINICAL SCIENCES AND MEDICAL EDUCATION.

Our national collaborations:
• Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC)
• Primary Health Care Corporation (PHCC)
• Sidra Medicine
• Aspetar Orthopaedic & Sports Medicine Hospital
• Al-Ahli Hospital
• The FetoMaternal Medicine Center
• Qatar Armed Forces - Medical Services
• Qatar Biomedical Research Institute (QBRI)

Our international partners:
• University of Illinois, USA
• Groningen University, Netherlands
• Dresden Technical University, Germany
• University of Applied Sciences & Arts
of Southern Switzerland, Switzerland
• Lifelike, Switzerland
• National Board of Medical Examiners, USA
• Danylo Halytskyi Lviv National Medical University,
Ukraine
• University of Warmia and Mazury, Poland
• University of Newcastle, Australia
• Plymouth University, United Kingdom
• Wolters Kluwer

Local collaborations

International collaborations

Working collaboratively with key healthcare providers and educators, the College of
Medicine is making valuable contributions to strengthening clinical practice, medical
education and research in Qatar overall.
The College is very keen to work closely with the Ministry of Public Health to assure its
alignment and integration with the national healthcare system and to better address the
specificities and challenges of Qatar’s health needs.

Creating and strengthening partnerships with international collaborators is an integral
part of the College of Medicine’s strategy.
Leading health education and healthcare institutions were involved in the establishment
of the College. An International Advisory Board (IAB) was established in Fall 2013. It
includes current and former Medical College Deans from Stanford University, Johns Hopkins University, Heidelberg University, American University of Beirut and a Vice President
of the American Council for Graduate Medical Education. The Board has given and continues to give extensive advice regarding the College feasibility, strategy, organization
and governance, academic program and faculty and student recruitment.

* Additional MOUs with leading national and international partners will be signed according to the
College’s clear strategy for collaboration with selected partners.
For an up-to-date list of partners, check our website, Partners and Affiliates page:
www.qu.edu.qa/medicine/about/partners-and-affiliates

The College’s medical curriculum was also reviewed by five independent experts from
leading medical colleges internationally, including Harvard Macy Institute (US), Karolinska Institute (Sweden), Heidelberg University (Germany), Leeds University (UK) and
Wright University (UK) with overwhelmingly positive feedback for the high quality of the
curriculum and its particular focus on Qatar’s need while following international best
practices.
This alignment of CMED’s curriculum with international standards is further ensured
through a consulting services agreement with the National Board of Medical Examiners
(NBME®), a leading US academic organization in service to the public and health professions that develops and manages the United States Medical Licensing Examination®
(USMLE®).

MEDICAL DOCTOR PROGRAM
AFTER SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE SIX-YEAR STUDY
PROGRAM, STUDENTS WILL BE AWARDED A MEDICAL DOCTOR
(MD) DEGREE AND WILL BE PREPARED FOR TAKING ONE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL LICENSING EXAMINATIONS ACCEPTED
IN QATAR.
While the licensing exams are independent from the study plan, the
program will prepare graduating students for them, including completion of
of the International Foundations of Medicine (IFOM-BSE) and IFOM-CSE.
Completion of IFOM-CSE or Step 2 (Clinical Knowledge) of the USMLE is
a requirement for practicing medicine in Qatar.
Students may choose to complete their specialization or graduate studies
in Qatar or abroad. Others might choose to go into local residency
programs.
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« Joining CMED has been
one of the best decisions I
have made. The educational
atmosphere and the honor of
studying in such a prestigious
field coupled with supportive
faculty and amazing students
has made everything worth it.
I feel like part of a big family
here.»
Umar Bin Rashid

CMED student, Class of 2022

Student admission
CMED is selective in recruiting students. In addition to academic metrics, we consider
all experiences and attributes in developing an understanding of each applicant’s unique
preparation for a career in medicine.
Qualities of intellect, character, motivation and life experience are all considered; as
these factors influence a candidate’s potential to succeed as a doctor.
« I feel very blessed to
be a student at CMED
where I am always
motivated, praised and
encouraged to further
achieve and excel.»
Noor Khalil Ebrahim Jasim
MD Student, Class of 2022

The College of Medicine at Qatar University was founded with the purpose of addressing
Qatar’s need for highly qualified, locally based and educated physicians, in line with
the national healthcare strategy. For this reason, priority in admissions will be given to
national students balancing the number of national and non-national students.
« What appeals to me the
most is the fact that we are
joining medical students
worldwide and representing
our College and University
internationally along with
advocate students and faculty.
Challenging, motivating and
truly inspiring environment!»

Application details

Samer Haithem Ali

MD Admission Form
www.qu.edu.qa/medicine/students/admission-application

MD Student, Class of 2021

To apply, please fill the online forms (links below) and submit them with the required
supportive documents attached:
QU Online Admission Application
www.qu.edu.qa/students/admission/undergraduate/apply
Please note: you will be asked to provide a reference number from QU online
admission application to proceed with the MD Admission Form.

For any additional inquiries, please email: cmed.studentaffairs@qu.edu.qa
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MD Admission requirements
Entrance into the College of Medicine is competitive for both Qatari and non-Qatari
applicants. Due to the high number of applications, students with the minimum
requirements are not guaranteed an entrance offer.
*Final admission will be based on number of seats for both nationals and non-nationals.

MNIMUM ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR:
HIGH SCHOOL APPLICANTS:
• High school GPA* of 85%
English**: IELTS = 5.5 TOEFL = 500
Mathematics**: SAT = 530 ACT = 21

* For international curriculum schools, letter grades will be equalized to percent
numbers by QU Admission Department. Please refer to QU Admission for further
information.
** Test scores for English and Mathematics must be provided to the QU Testing
Center prior to the start of the applications. Late scores will affect the assessment
of the application.

• Completion of 2 out of 3 science subject classes in high school (biology,
chemistry &/or physics).
Having biology courses in high school is highly recommended.

• Personal statement (~350 words) describing the applicant’s motivation to study
medicine.
• Supporting evidence of previous volunteering experience in the healthcare
sector, medical or scientific internships, or community work (recommended).
• Passing a personal interview with the College Admission Committee (where
relevant).
QU TRANSFER APPLICANTS:
Undergraduate students wishing to transfer from QU colleges to the College of
Medicine must follow the timelines and process of the QU Admission.
Applications are competitive and are subject to program capacity; therefore,
satisfying the minimum requirements does not guarantee transfer admission.
As a general guideline, QU students should have:
• Completed 12 credit hours at QU with minimum GPA of 3.00
• Taken some of the following QU courses:
Chemistry 101&103, Biology 101 and/or English 202.
• Completed the Foundation program fully.

• Transfer to the College of Medicine is recommended to be from the following:
(College of Pharmacy, College of Health Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences
(one of the science majors), College of Engineering, College of Business
(english track), College of Education (sciences track)).
• Completion of requirements similar to those of high school applicant:
High school GPA* of 85%
English**: IELTS = 5.5 TOEFL = 500
Mathematics**: SAT = 530 ACT = 21
• Personal statement (~350 words) describing the applicant’s motivation to study
medicine.
• Supporting evidence of previous volunteering experience in the healthcare sector,
medical or scientific internships, or community work (recommended).
• Passing a personal interview with the College Admission Committee
(where relevant).
OTHER TRANSFER APPLICANTS:
Qatar resident-students interested to transfer from other non-QU colleges must
contact the College of Medicine and QU Admission for the availability of transfer
seats for those students is subject to program capacity.
If available, students must complete all admission requirements for transfer
students and comply with QU regulations.
SECOND-DEGREE APPLICANTS:
Qatar residents who have graduated with a bachelor degree (or equivalent) from
an accredited institution and are interested to apply to the undergraduate medical
program must contact the College of Medicine and QU Admission. The availability
of seats for those students is subject to program capacity.
OTHER INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS OUTSIDE OF QATAR:
It is crucial that international students who are interested to enroll at QU have
a valid Qatari residence permit, as per QU admission regulations. International
students who do not hold a valid State of Qatar residence permit (excluding GCC
citizens) are not eligible for QU admission consideration.
For further information on QU regulations for visiting students, please check:

www.qu.edu.qa/students/admission/undergraduate/admission-requirements/visiting-applicants
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Learning approach

Academic support

The College of Medicine adopts an interactive and engaging pedagogy where
students get involved in active learning. This learning approach helps develop
the students’ critical thinking, reasoning and decision-making skills. Students are
enabled to retrieve information and encouraged to become lifelong learners and
even researchers who seek continuous development.

CMED’s program is student-centered offering personalized care, attention
and support to all students. To support first year students, CMED runs
a successful Academic Support Program.

One of the main features of the medical program offered at CMED is its unique
student-centered approach using a blend of teaching and learning approaches
that reflect best practices in medical education such as problem-based learning
(PBL), case-based learning (CBL), team-based learning (TBL), task-based
learning and virtual patient learning (VPL).
While the first year (phase I) is a transition year that focuses on the basic medical
sciences and core curriculum, in phase II (Integrated Organ Systems), the
pre-clerkship phase (following 2.5 years), the focus shifts to patients and
population care. Clinical skills are acquired in the clinical skills centers, through
regular encounters with standardized patients as well as medical training
“manikins”. In the third phase (last 2.5 years), or “Clerkship phase” (Hospital
Training), students rotate in clerkships (hospital training) in order to ensure
exposure to clinical situations, patients and population care. During this phase,
the students follow several major rotations in pediatrics, gynecology, obstetrics,
surgery medicine, emergency medicine, mental health and family medicine.
We believe that curriculum development and enhancement is a continuous
process. The College regularly reviews and monitors our MD program and its
learning outcomes and identifies opportunities and seeks additional input for
continuous improvements through regular exchange with our strong network of
international partners.

Collaboration with international universities (including Groningen University,
The Netherlands) enables the provision of academic support services by
senior year medical students for year 1 medical courses.
Some distinguished senior CMED students volunteer in coordination with
academic support program to help in academic support in a peer-based
learning environment. This support helps interested students address learning challenges, advance their knowledge and study skills and guide their
development as independent learners.
Students can always reach out to CMED faculty members and other
academic support resources within Qatar University. Students interested in
other support services will be guided to appropriate entities within QU, e.g.
SLSC, Writing Center, Academic Advising Center, Student Counseling Center,
and/or CMED-related (Medical English) workshops.
For inquiries, kindly contact the Academic Support Team:
AST-CMED@qu.edu.qa
For more information, please consult the following links:
CMED academic support:
www.qu.edu.qa/medicine/students/academic-support
QU academic support:
www.qu.edu.qa/students/support-and-development/student-learning-support/
academic-support
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MD Study plan
The six-year Medical Doctor (MD) program at CMED offers a competency-based,
integrated, team-based and problem-based learning (TBL, PBL) curriculum.
The competency-based curriculum allows horizontal and vertical integration between
basic medical sciences and clinical sciences all throughout. Early introduction of clinical
skills training, with emphasis on relevance and application of biomedical science
knowledge to patient care, is ensured.
From year 2 onwards, the MD program uses the European credit transfer system (ECTS)
to calculate students’ workload. In addition to the below program, students study 33
credit hours (CH) of Qatar University’s core curriculum.
Fall

Spring

Year 1
Transition Phase
• MEDI 101 Human Structure & Function I (3 CH)
• CHEM 101 General Chemistry (3 CH)
• CHEM 103 Experimental General Chemistry (1 CH)
• MEDI 102 Medical Education (3 CH)
• ENGL 202 English Post Foundation I (3 CH)
• PUBH 151 Biostatistics for Health Sciences (3 CH)

• MEDI 103 Human Structure & Function II (3 CH)
• BIOM 201 Medical Biochemistry (4 CH)
• ENGL 203 English Post Foundation II (3 CH)
• MBG 101 Molecular Biology & Genetics (2 CH)
• Core Curriculum Courses * (3 CH)

Year 2
Pre-Clerkship Phase
• MEDI 201 Induction to Problem-Based Learning
• MEDI 202 Genes to Community (14 ECTs, 7 CH)
• MEDI 203 Body Defense (15 ECTs, 8 CH)

• MEDI 204 Cardiovascular System (10 ECTs, 5 CH)
• MEDI 205 Blood (8 ECTs, 4 CH)
• MEDI 206 Respiratory System (9 ECTs, 5 CH)
• Elective in Year 2 or in Year 3 (6 ECTs, 2 CH)

Year 3
Pre-Clerkship Phase
• MEDI 301 Gastrointestinal System/ Nutrition (13 ECTs, 7 CH) • MEDI 304 Reproductive System (9 ECTs, 5 CH)
• MEDI 302 Renal System (9 ECTs, 5 CH)
• MEDI 305 Musculoskeletal System & Neuroscience I (9 CH)
• MEDI 303 Endocrine System (9 ECTs, 5 CH)
• Elective in Year 2 or in Year 3 (6 ECTs, 2 CH)
Year 4
Year 4
Pre-Clerkship Phase
Clerkship Phase
• MEDI 401 Neuroscience II & Mental Health I (20 ECTs, 10 CH) • MEDI 403 Medicine I (14 ECTs, 7 CH)
• MEDI 402 Multi-System (10 ECTs, 5 CH)
• MEDI 404 Surgery I (13 ECTs, 7 CH)
• Elective in Year 4 or in Year 5 (6 ECTS, 2 CH)
COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
IFOM I
Year 5
Clerkship Phase
• MEDI 501 Surgery II (14 ECTs, 7 CH)
• MEDI 502 Medicine II 14 ECTs, 7 CH)
Year 6
Clerkship Phase
• MEDI 601 Emergency Medicine (16 ECTs, 8 CH)
• MEDI 602 Selected Clinical Clerkship (14 ECTs, 7 CH)

• MEDI 503 Obstetrics & Gynecology (14 ECTs, 7 CH)
• MEDI 504 Pediatrics (14 ECTs, 7 CH)
• Elective in Year 4 or in Year 5 (6 ECTS, 2 CH)

• MEDI 603 Family Medicine (16 ECTs, 8 CH)
• MEDI 604 Mental Health & Psychiatry II (14 ECTs, 7 CH)
MD EXAM
IFOM II
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Sponsorships
Qatari students enrolled at QU College of Medicine are eligible for student sponsorship
from the Ministry of Administrative Development including a monthly salary.
For more information, please visit www.ad.gov.qa.

Scholarships
For non-Qatari students, Qatar University provides a wide variety of scholarships each
academic year in order to attract highly qualified students. While the vast majority of
scholarships are awarded on the basis of academic merit and scholarly achievement,
some are provided based on a consideration of applicants’ financial need.
For more information on the types of scholarships available and how to apply, please visit the
“Academic Scholarships” www.qu.edu.qa/students/admission/scholarships.

Tuition fees
While Qatari nationals are exempted from payment, non-Qatari students are to pay their
tuition fees at the beginning of each semester: fall, spring, and summer. Students are
required to pay all amounts due for the current semester before they may advance for
any future semester.
Fees can be paid by cash or cheque (for organizations) at the Finance Department
Cashier’s Office (located in the Student Activities Building).
The Online Payment System is available for students to pay their fees via credit cards
using the internet.

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE TUITION FEES
Academic
Year

Tuition Fees per Unit
(in Qatari Riyals)

Tuition Fees per Academic Semester
Fall
Spring
Summer

Total
(in Qatari Riyals)

First Year

Tuition fees will depend on the courses registered by the student in different colleges.

Second Year

1,000

30,000

27,000

3,000

60,000

Third Year

1,000

31,000

26,000

3,000

60,000

Fourth Year

1,000 - Academic Courses Level
2,000 - Clinical Level

30,000

54,000

6,000

90,000

Fifth Year

2,000

56,000

56,000

8,000

120,000

Sixth Year

2,000

60,000

60,000

-

120,000

Students are responsible to follow the process and timelines of the Scholarship
applications as per QU regulations. Scholarship applications are not linked to entrance
applications; therefore, admission to the College of Medicine does not guarantee the
success of the scholarship application. All decisions of scholarship and financial aid are
made by Scholarship Section of the QU Admissions Department.
For further inquiries regarding scholarships, please email: scholarships@qu.edu.qa
or call: (+974) 4403 3749 (for females), or (+974) 4403 3748 (for males).

Program learning outcomes
The educational objectives of the MD program are expressed as competencies, which
the graduate should have acquired by the end of the program. These competencies are
adopted and adapted with sensitivity to the cultural context of medical practice in Qatar
and the Gulf region.
Following international standards, specific competencies were defined for the CMED
curriculum including:
• Patient & population care
• Knowledge for practice
• Evidence-based practice & lifelong learning
• Interprofessional communication & collaboration
• Ethics & professionalism
• Healthcare systems & cost effective practice
• Personal & professional development
• Research skills
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Student life
Despite the demanding nature of its academic program, student life at CMED is
invigorating with its diversified co-educational environment that embraces Qatari values
and culture. CMED takes student life beyond the classroom.
Students are encouraged to volunteer and reach out to community service activities,
participate in world health days and experience leadership opportunities that will help
them develop lifelong skills and give them an edge as leading graduates.

The Medical Student Club (MSC) is managed by club officers who are student
representatives elected yearly by their peers. This active club represents the pulse and
the vibes of the College of Medicine.
Student-driven extracurricular social activities such as iftar, barbecue, movie-night,
sports day, etc. are organized by the MSC throughout the year, bringing together CMED
students, faculty and staff.

Extra-curricular workshops are offered to equip students with tools that can help them
elevate their learning process, improve their communication skills and further build their
personalities. Throughout the academic year, trainings on time management, stress
management, test-taking skills, etc. are offered and students get to participate in various
medical conferences in and out of Qatar.
CMED students also organize joint events and collaborate closely with students across
QU Health; they also reach out to other colleges at QU for deeper campus involvement.

The Qatar University Student Medical Journal (QUSMJ), operated and organized
by students, under supervision from faculty advisors and approval from QU Health,
publishes exemplary research papers related to medicine, pharmacy and health
sciences, encouraging young students to become significant researchers and providing
them with a realistic opportunity to have their work published. www.qu.edu.qa/qusmj/

CMED students are also active members in Qatar Medical Students Association (QMSA),
established through the collaborative efforts of medical students from QU CMED and
Weill Cornell Medicine - Qatar. QMSA creates a platform for medical students in Qatar
to engage with the aim to positively impact the medical field and build skills and values to
furure physicians through trainings and open dialogue.
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Physical facilities
The current building for the College of Medicine (H12) at Qatar University is located on
the northern side of the campus and occupies an area of 8751 m2. While this building is
temporary, it is equipped with advanced facilities, skills lab, group study rooms, medical
museum and gender segregated student lounges and cafeterias.
The Research Laboratory (ResLab) of the College of Medicine is currently located at
(H10) Building. It became operational in May 2016, it is well equipped and plans to
further expand its technological platforms.
Plans of a new building that encompasses both the College of Medicine and the College
of Health Sciences are currently being studied. This building, together with the new
College of Pharmacy building, will create the future QU Health Campus.

Clinical placements
CMED has various affiliated clinical sites where students receive their trainings and
clinical placements:
Hamad Medical Corporation where students are exposed to a wide spectrum of care
services including general medicine, surgery, emergency medicine, mental health and
psychiatry. Hospitals include Hamad General, Al Wakra, Al Khor and the Women s
Hospital.
Primary HealthCare Centers where students gain experience in family medicine and
practise history, clinical examination and clinical reasoning at PHCC.
Sidra Medicine where students learn to develop their skills in specialized care services
in obstetrics, gynaecology as well as pediatrics.

Work opportunities
Work and graduate study opportunities are ample for graduates of the College of
Medicine, both in Qatar and abroad. Some students may wish to go on to complete their
specialization or graduate studies, others might go into residency programs at HMC or
one of the many other public or private healthcare providers to practice as physicians, or
venture into medical research and/or healthcare administration and leadership.
The MD degree awarded by the College of Medicine at Qatar University is an
internationally recognized medical degree that opens doors to its holders towards both
further study and medical practice.
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PhD IN MEDICAL SCIENCES
THE PhD IN MEDICAL SCIENCES IS ONE OF THE COLLABORATIVE
DOCTORATE PROGRAMS INTRODUCED BY QU HEALTH IN 2018.
IT IS COMMITTED TO TRAINING PhD CANDIDATES AS THE NEXT
GENERATION OF HEALTH SCIENTISTS AND RESEARCH LEADERS
IN QATAR, AND DESIGNED TO TRAIN DOCTORAL-LEVEL SCIENTISTS
TO INVESTIGATE AND INTRODUCE SOLUTIONS TO PRESSING
RESEARCH PROBLEMS IN THE HEALTH AREAS.
The successful PhD candidate will complete a dissertation research
project, the scope and depth of which will encompass published results
and demonstrate mastery of the major health problems in Qatar.
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The collaborative PhD program

About the program
In 2018, QU Health introduced the collaborative PhD program that provides a common
core curriculum to equip students with core knowledge to support their pursuit of a PhD
in one of three disciplines: Medical Sciences, Biomedical Sciences and Pharmaceutical
Sciences, with the aim of bridging basic research, translational therapeutics and clinical
medicine in areas related to cancer, diabetes and infectious diseases.
The program is based on collaborative interprofessional health education
and training that eliminates unnecessary duplication in curriculum and infrastructure,
creates opportunities to address common research themes, aligns resources based
on functions and synergies, establishes targeted strategic direction and enhances
the academic program to meet community needs without losing the autonomy of
participating programs.
Locally, the PhD program collaborates in students’ supervisions and research with
Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), Weill-Cornell Medicine Qatar (WCMC - Qatar),
Qatar Cardiovascular Research Center (QCRC), Primary HealthCare Corporation
(PHCC) and the National Center for Cancer Care and Research (NCCCR).
Further international collaborations in the areas of teaching and research with various
educational and medical institutions in the US, UK and Australia are being expanded.
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PhD in Medical Sciences
The typical steps for incoming students are:

About the curriculum
The PhD Program provides students with a foundation of biomedical, clinical and
pharmacy related interdisciplinary training, followed by intensive training in the advanced
aspects of medical sciences, research philosophy and techniques.
The duration of the curriculum and program of study is four years with a total of 60
credit hours (CH) in the program of study. This is in line with numerous PhD programs at
reputable regional and international institutions. The curriculum will incorporate lectures,
group projects, presentations, journal clubs and writing review articles to develop the
students’ ability for critical thinking, intensive writing and problem-solving skills through
research. All courses will be taught in English.
The length of the educational and training components has been benchmarked against
well-established international institutions such as the University of British Columbia and
University of Alberta in Canada.
The educational and research outcomes gained by the students throughout this program
will be of high international standards given the high-quality mentoring opportunities
and state-of-the art research facilities offered by Qatar University health cluster. The
educational content is customized to reflect the local needs and the current healthcare
environment in Qatar.
The program has established links with several educational and medical institutions in
the USA, UK and Australia to collaborate in the areas of teaching and research.
Moreover, the PhD program is closely collaborating with prestigious national research,
medical and educational institutions within the State of Qatar such as Hamad Medical
Corporation (HMC), Sidra Medicine, Weill-Cornell Medicine-Qatar (WCM-Q), interim
Translational Research Institute (iTRI), the Neuroscience Institute, Primary Health Care
Corporation (PHCC) and National Center for Cancer Care & Research (NCCCR) to
foster joint collaborative projects and a transfer.

• Enrollment in core and elective courses to develop a broad foundation in
medical sciences.
• Select appropriate advanced courses to develop depth in an area of specialization.
• Rotations through research laboratories to learn a variety of techniques.
• Participation in interdisciplinary seminars.
• Passing the written and oral PhD candidacy examination.
• Performing a significant body of original research on relevant topics within the
focused project.
• Drafting of manuscript(s) to enable publishing of novel research data in peer-reviewed
international journals.
• Successfully defend a dissertation describing their research.
All requirements for a doctoral degree are typically completed within four calendar years
from the date of matriculation in the doctoral program.
To apply, please visit:
www.qu.edu.qa/students/admission/graduate/apply

Admission requirements
• Student must have earned an MD, MSc in Biomedical Science, MSc in Pharmacy
or related areas in research track to be eligible to admission with a minimum masters’
GPA 3.0.
• Fluency in English Language:
The fulfilment of the requisite English language standard.
The requirements are that a student earned a previous degree from an institution
of higher education in a program where English was the language of instruction or
achieved a minimum score of 520 on the paper-based TOEFL or 6.0 on the IELTS,
taken within 2 years of the start of the intended semester of admission.
• Statement of interest.
• Interview.
• One sealed official transcript from each college/university attended.
• Three letters of recommendation.

31.

PhD in Medical Sciences

33.

Student Prospectus

College of Medicine, Member of Health
Qatar University

List of courses
The collaborative program curriculum is divided into three layers of courses:
• The first layer is common to all admitted students and consists of 2 courses
(6 CH in total).
• The second layer consists of 3 discipline specific core courses in Medical Sciences.
These courses can be taken by non-discipline students as electives.
A total of 44 CH of dissertation are required from each student.
• The third layer consists of one course of electives (3 CH) and is open to all students.

Course Sequencing
All students will complete the required core courses within the first year. These
foundation courses provide content in the areas of written and oral communication,
experimental design and dissertation writing in a publishable format.
Course

GENERAL CORE COURSES
Course ID

Course Title

BIOM 700
BIOM 710

Advanced Research Methods
Cellular and Molecular Basis of Disease

CH

Pre-Requisites

Co-Requisites

New Course

3
3

Admission
Admission

None
None

Yes
Yes

MEDI 899

Clinical Translational Research
Directed Studies in Clinical Investigation I
Directed Studies in Clinical Investigation II
Directed Studies in Clinical Investigation III
Directed Studies in Clinical Investigation IV
Elective*
Dissertation Research

3
1
1
1
1
3
44

Admission
Admission
Admission
Admission
Admission
Admission
BIOM 700 &
Comprehensive
Exam

None
None
None
None
None
None
None

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

MEDI 730
MEDI 740

Designing Clinical Research Studies
Ethical Issues in Clinical Research &
Research Involving Human Subject
Special Topics in Clinical & Translational
Research

MEDI 750

Advanced Research Methods
Cellular and Molecular Basis of Disease

3
3

FIRST YEAR, SEMESTER II (Discipline Core Courses & Elective)**

CH

Contact Hrs

Theo. Lab.

MEDI 720

Clinical Translational Research
Elective*

3
3

SECOND YEAR, SEMESTER I
MEDI 860
MEDI 899

MEDI 861
MEDI 899

ELECTIVE COURSES
Course Title

BIOM 700
BIOM 710

Directed Studies in Clinical Investigation I
Dissertation Research
Comprehensive Exam

1
8

SECOND YEAR, SEMESTER II

*Electives: Students select 1 course from the following: MEDI 730 or MEDI 740 or MEDI 750

Course ID

CH

Medical Sciences Core Courses

MEDICAL SCIENCES CORE COURSES
MEDI 720
MEDI 860
MEDI 861
MEDI 862
MEDI 863

Course Title

FIRST YEAR, SEMESTER I (General Core)**

Pre-Requisites

Co-Requisites

New Course

3
3

3
3

-

None
None

None
None

Yes
Yes

3

3

-

None

None

Yes

Program Length
In most international institutions of higher education that foster research, the PhD
degree involves typically four years of study with 60 credit hours of coursework and
research. The duration of the collaborative PhD program in health sciences at Qatar
University is thus consistent with many successful international programs in medical
sciences. The anticipated completion time of the course of study for the PhD, assuming
no academic probation(s), is 4 full years. However, PhD studies can be extended to
one more year based on students’ progress in line with other PhD programs at Qatar
University.

Directed Studies in Clinical Investigation II
Dissertation Research
Candidacy Exam

1
8

THIRD YEAR, SEMESTER I
MEDI 862
MEDI 899

Directed Studies in Clinical Investigation III
Dissertation Research

1
8

THIRD YEAR, SEMESTER II
MEDI 863
MEDI 899

Directed Studies in Clinical Investigation IV
Dissertation Research

1
8

FOURTH YEAR, SEMESTER I**
MEDI 899

Dissertation Research

8

FOURTH YEAR, SEMESTER II**
MEDI 899

Dissertation Research
Dissertation Defense

4

*Electives: Students select 1 course from the following: MEDI 730 or MEDI 740 or MEDI 750
** These semesters are considered to be full-time.

« As a medical student at
CMED QU, I feel grateful
and lucky to have a team
of high quality educators
of medicine. So far, it
has been an amazing
experience and I am sure
it will continue to be so.»
Bara Shraim

CMED student, Class of 2022

« Coming fresh out of a safe
and protected environment
at school; the transition to
university seemed a bit scary
for me; however, the warmth
and support I received at CMED
brought early on a sense of
comfort and belonging.»
Aisha Khan

CMED student, Class of 2022

« Life at CMED is simply
exciting. Here I was given the
opportunity to achieve what I
aspire to become, in a supportive
challenging multi-cultural
environment. It feels like finally
the last piece of my puzzle fell
into place.»
Kamel Aboujabal

CMED student, Class of 2022

