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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

  

A key part of the Honors curriculum is Honors 100, the Freshman Seminar. 

The goal of the seminar is to introduce students to important subjects, to challenge them 

intellectually through rigorous standards of analysis and oral and written argumentation, 

and to prepare them to conduct their own research. The course requires demanding 

readings and writing assignments that introduce students to an essential research skill—

such as a literature review, interpretative reasoning, critical use of primary sources, the 

identification of a research problem, and critical analysis of texts. In addition to 

participating actively in class discussions, students are expected to give oral presentations 

in class.  

 

The content of this course offers a survey of the foreign policy of the United States since 

the 1776 American Revolution. It aims to show the themes that underpin its foreign 

policy through adopting a case study approach on the role of the United States in its 

foreign affairs and includes both World Wars, the Cold War era, in addition to the role it 

has in the contemporary era, including the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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REFERENCES AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 

 

Required Textbook 
U.S. Foreign Policy (2

nd
 edition, 2012) 

Michael Cox and Dough Stokes 

ISBN10: 0199585814 

pp. 512 

 

Suggested Additional Resources: 

• Walter LaFeber, The American Age: U.S. Foreign Policy at Home and Abroad, 1750 to 

the Present. 2
nd

 ed. (New York: W.W. Norton, 1994) 

• William Appleman Williams, The Tragedy of American Diplomacy (W.W. Norton, 

1984) 

• John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (WW. Norton, 2001) 

• Fareed Zakaria, From Wealth to Power: The Unusual Origins of America’s World Role 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998)  

• James Lindsay, Congress and the Politics of U.S. Foreign Policy (Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 1994) 

 

Web Resources for Reaction Paper Assignments 
American Foreign Policy and the Jewish Lobby 

http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people7/MearsheimerWalt/mearsheimerwalt-

con0.html 

 

Dershowitz vs. Chomsky debate Israel at Harvard 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ux4JU_sbB0&feature=related 

 

A Conversation with Henry Kissinger 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPqxISYxjcI&feature=related 

 

 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

 

After completion of this course, students will able to: 
1. Analyze global issues, systems and trends from a variety of disciplinary 

perspectives (political, cultural, economic, geographic, and diplomatic) 

2. Utilize discipline-specific information from appropriate sources 

3. Explain the importance of the histories, politics, cultures, and perspectives of 

different regions of the world 

http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people7/MearsheimerWalt/mearsheimerwalt-con0.html
http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people7/MearsheimerWalt/mearsheimerwalt-con0.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ux4JU_sbB0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPqxISYxjcI&feature=related


4. Analyze the political, economic, diplomatic and strategic role of Qatar in the Gulf 

and the region 

5. Evaluate the political and economic impact of energy and natural resources on 

modern societies and international affairs 

6. Apply qualitative and quantitative research methods skills to international affairs 

related issues 

7. Communicate findings clearly, analytically, and persuasively in both oral and 

written format 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

 

This course will enable students to: 
1. Introduce students to the historical dynamics in United States and World History 

that have shaped US foreign policy 

2. Understand the impact US foreign policy has had within the International system 

3. Introduce students to foreign policy analysis 

 
 

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

 

1. Students will be able to identify the major events that have contributed towards 

shaping US foreign policy  

2. Students will be able to distinguish the evolution of the different conceptual 

forces that have historically driven US foreign Policy  

3. Students will be able demonstrate the application of different layers of foreign 

policy analysis towards the United States  

4. Students will be able to analyze the interrelationship between the domestic 

political and economic context in addition to the international system in terms of 

how it determines the dynamics of US foreign policy  

5. By the end of the course, students will be able to engage in a critical analysis of 

American foreign policy through the examination of historical sources  

6. Students will be able to demonstrate communication skills through variety of 

written assignments  

 

 

 

 

DELIVERY METHODS 
 

 

The course will be delivered through a combination of active learning strategies. 

These may include: 



 Lectures and active classroom based discussion  

 Collaborative learning through in-class discussions and presentations 

 Cooperative leaning through student led presentations  

 Web-based learning with access to primary source materials and history based 

sites 

 Blackboard guidelines for each task 

 Guidelines for the introduction of secondary sources (how to give attributions, 

references/footnotes) PowerPoint lectures and active classroom based 

discussion  

 Collaborative learning through small groups acting in an interdisciplinary 

context 

 Relevant films and documentaries  

 

  

LEARNING RESOURCES AND MEDIA 
 

 

Students will be provided with a range of academic materials. These will mainly be made 

available through Blackboard and may include uploaded textbook material; weekly 

required reading articles; articles for further reading; maps; copies of historical 

documents; and statistical data and handouts.  In addition to these subject specific 

resources, students will also be provided with essay writing and presentation style guides.  

 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES MATRIX 
 

 

Program (Department) 

Learning Outcomes 

Course Student Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessment Method 

 

Analyze global issues, 

systems and trends from a 

variety of disciplinary 

perspectives (political, 

cultural, economic, 

geographic, and diplomatic) 

 

Students will be able to 

identify the major events 

that have contributed 

towards shaping US foreign 

policy.  

 

Essay Exams  

Communicate findings 

clearly, analytically, and 

persuasively in both oral 

and written format. 

 

Students will be able to 

demonstrate communication 

skills through variety of 

written assignments  

 

Class Discussion and 

Presentation  

Utilize discipline-specific 

information from 

appropriate sources 

By the end of the course, 

students will be able to 

engage in a critical analysis 

Reaction Papers  



 of American foreign policy 

through the examination of 

historical sources  

 

 

 

COURSEWORK AND ASSESSMENT 

 

 

Students will be graded through the following means of assessment and their final grade 

will be calculated from the forms of assessment as listed below with their grade 

weighting taken into account.  The criteria for grading are listed at the end of the syllabus 

 

Assessment Grade Weighting Assessment Deadline 

Three Short Exams 45 points March 26, April 16, and 

May 7 

Three Reaction Papers and 

Class Presentations  

30 points  March 19, April 9, and May 

14 

Final Exam 25 points  May 28 (3:30 -5:30 pm) 

 

 

ASSESSMENT DETAILES  

 

 

Short Exams  

Some exams will consist of definition and identification of terms and historical figures 

that require paragraph length answers.  

 

Reaction/Response Papers and Class Presentations 

Students must be able to watch, listen, understand, and react in writing to three online 

videos. Reaction papers must be double-spaced and 3-4 pages in length or 700-725 

words. Paper must include a title page with your name, page numbering, word count, and 

consistent use of the specific video reference. Proofreading for grammatical errors is 

expected and plays a role in the evaluation of papers. For more information on writing 

reaction papers, please check the Reaction Papers Guideline posted on Blackboard.  

 

Class Discussions Participation 

Students must also facilitate discussion at least once during the semester. Students will 

sign up for a week after the first week of class. Facilitating discussion is more than 

briefing and summarizing. Facilitators should use the week's objectives and 

supplementary handouts as guides to initiate and lead discussion. Facilitators may 

incorporate current events into their discussion. Talking points and power-point slides 

must be incorporated in all discussions. The instructor will facilitate the first week or two 

of discussion to demonstrate how to lead a discussion. Students are strongly 

recommended to seek the professor during office hours to plan their discussion plans 



(usually the day before the scheduled discussion session). At the end of each class, 

students will be given time to critique the facilitator, and comments will be compiled to 

maintain anonymity.  

 

Final Exam 
This is accumulative all essay final exam. To better understand how to write essays, 

please check the Essay Writing Guideline posted on Blackboard 

 

 

ASSESSMENT RUBRICS 
 

 

All written assignments will be graded on the bases of the following rubric 

 
 Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced 

 Ideas Shows minimal 

engagement with 

the topic, fails to 

recognize 

multiple 

dimensions/ 

perspectives; 

lacks even basic 

observations 

Shows some 

engagement with 

the topic without 

elaboration; 

offers basic 

observations but 

rarely original 

insight 

Demonstrates 

engagement with 

the topic, 

recognizes 

multiple 

dimensions 

and/or 

perspectives; 

some insight 

offered 

Demonstrates 

engagement with 

the topic, 

recognizes 

multiple 

dimensions 

and/or 

perspectives with 

elaboration and 

depth; offers 

considerable 

insight 

Focus & Thesis Paper lacks focus 

and/or a 

discernible thesis. 

Some intelligible 

ideas, but thesis 

is weak, unclear, 

or too broad. 

Identifiable 

thesis represents 

adequate 

understanding of 

the assigned 

topic; minimal 

irrelevant 

material 

Clear, narrow 

thesis represents 

full understanding 

of the assignment; 

every word 

counts 

Evidence & 

Documentation 

Little to no 

evidence 

Some evidence 

but not enough to 

develop 

argument in 

unified way. 

Evidence may be 

inaccurate, 

irrelevant, or 

inappropriate for 

the purpose of 

the essay 

Evidence 

accurate, well 

documented, and 

relevant, but not 

complete, well 

integrated, 

and/or 

appropriate for 

the purpose of 

the essay 

Evidence is 

relevant, accurate, 

complete, well 

integrated, well 

documented, and 

appropriate for 

the purpose of the 

essay. 

Organization Organization is 

missing both 

overall and 

within 

paragraphs. 

Introduction and 

conclusion may 

Organization, 

overall and/or 

within 

paragraphs, is 

formulaic or 

occasionally 

lacking in 

Few 

organizational 

problems on any 

of the 3 levels 

(overall, 

paragraph, 

transitions). 

Organization is 

logical and 

appropriate to 

assignment; 

paragraphs are 

well developed 

and appropriately 



be lacking or 

illogical 

coherence; few 

evident 

transitions.  

Introduction and 

conclusion may 

lack logic. 

Introduction and 

conclusion are 

effectively 

related to the 

whole. 

divided; ideas 

linked with 

smooth and 

effective 

transitions. 

Introduction and 

conclusion are 

effectively related 

to the whole. 

Style & 

Mechanics 

Multiple and 

serious errors of 

sentence 

structure. 

Frequent errors in 

spelling and 

capitalization; 

intrusive and/or 

inaccurate 
punctuation 

impede 

communication 

Proofreading not 

evident. 

Sentences show 

errors of 

structure and 

little or no 

variety; many 

errors of 

punctuation, 

spelling and/or 

capitalization.  

Errors interfere 

with meaning in 

places.  Careful 

proofreading not 

evident. 

Effective and 

varied sentences; 

some errors in 

sentence 

construction; 

only occasional 

punctuation, 

spelling and/or 

capitalization 

errors. 

Each sentence 

structured 

effectively, 

powerfully; well-

chosen variety of 

sentence styles 

and length; 

virtually free of 

punctuation, 

spelling, 

capitalization 

errors. 

Total 

 
    

 

 

GRADE SCALE 
 

 

Grades are not negotiable and are awarded according to the following criteria: 

 

Letter Grade Description Percentage Grade Point 

A Excellent 90-100 4.00 

B+ Very Good 85-89 3.50 

B Very Good 80-84 3.00 

C+ Good 75-79 2.50 

C Good 70-74 2.00 

D+ Pass 65-69 1.50 

D Pass 60-64 1.00 

F Fail Less than 60 0.00 

I Incomplete - - 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF COURSE READINGS  

 
 



Week/Date Topic/Assignment Readings 

 

Week 1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 5-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 8-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 10-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 13-16 

 

 

Introduction: US F Policy 

 

 

- Theories of US F Policy  

- American Exceptionalism 

 

A: Historical Context 
 

American Rise to World 

Power: 1776-1945 

 

 

American Foreign Policy 

During the Cold War 

 

America in the 1990 

 

 

 

 

Obama and Smart Power 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Institutions & 

Processes 
 

The Foreign Policy Process: 

Executive, Congress, 

Intelligence 

 
Military Power & American 

F Policy 

 

 

Media & American F Policy 

 

 

C: The U.S. & the World: 

Three Case Studies  

 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 1-36  

 

 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 43-58 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 59-81 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 82-96 

 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 97-108 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 111-129 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 130-143 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 160-177 

 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 197-215 

 



Case Study I: American F 

Policy in the Middle East 

 

Case Study 2: American F 

Policy in Russia 

 

 

 

Case Study 3: American F 

Policy in East Asia 

 

D: American F Policy: 

Global Terrorism, and 

Post 9/11 Affairs 

 

-Global Terrorism 

-Post 9/11 Policy 

-Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

Overall Perspective 

 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 239-258 

 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 259-280 

 

 

 

 

 

Cox & Stokes: 335-350 & 

377-391 

 

Important Dates 
Short Exams: March 12, April 16, and May 7 

Reaction Paper and Class Presentations: March 19, April 9, and May 14 

Final Exam: May 28 (3:30 -5:30 pm) 

Last Day of Classes: May21/23  

 

 

COURSE REGULATIONS 
 

 

A. Class Participation and Attendance 

Class participation and attendance are important elements of every student’s 

learning experience at QU. Students are expected to attend all classes. A student 

should not miss more than 25% of the classes during a semester. Missing more 

than 25% of classes will result in failing the entire course. Attendance record 

begins on the first day of classes irrespective of the period allotted to drop/add 

and late registration. In addition, students must refrain from late class arrival and 

early departure to avoid negative attendance record. Legitimate absences will not 

play a role in the calculation of the number of absences under the following 

circumstances (and with authentic documentation): 1) participation in University-



sanctioned activities and programs; 2) personal injury; or 3) family and/or other 

compelling circumstances.  

B. Cell Phone/PDA Use 

Students must refrain from using cell phones, pagers, PDAs, or similar 

communication devices during scheduled class sessions. All such devices must be 

turned off or put in a silent mode and cannot be taken out during class. This is a 

zero tolerance policy. So, please avoid any distractions and pay full attention to 

class lectures and discussions. 

C. Academic Integrity Policy 

Your written assignments will be checked for plagiarism through 

www.safeassign.com 

Any form of plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty is 

prohibited. Plagiarism refers to the use of materials from books, notes, and others 

sources, in the student's written work without due credit to the sources used. Any 

form of cheating or plagiarism will result in a failing grade of the entire course 

and may lead to expulsion from the University. Students are expected to adopt 

and abide by the highest standard of conduct in their interaction with their 

professors, peers, and the wider University community. Therefore, students are 

required not to engage in behaviors that compromise his/her own integrity as well 

as that of the university.  

If you hand in work and ideas that you took from someone else and do not 

acknowledge the work of others, this is considered plagiarism. A good guide on 

when to give proper acknowledgment is a pamphlet called Acknowledging the 

Work of Others published by Cornell University. Here are the main points 

explained in the pamphlet: 

 you should always cite the source when you are using someone else’s words 

or ideas 

 you should specify if you have received help from someone else 

 if you use the author’s words, give them credit  

 if you paraphrase, you should also give the author credit 

 even though you may think that using someone else’s work is a sign of respect, 

you should give proper attribution 

 if your friend has helped you, you also need to acknowledge his/her help and 

make reference to that or this is considered academic dishonesty 

http://www.safeassign.com/


 easy access to information through the internet is tempting, but this is 

considered plagiarism if you do not acknowledge the source 

 

 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND LEARNING RESOURCES  

 

The University Student Learning Support Center (SLSC) provides academic 

support services to male and female students at QU. The SLSC is a supportive 

environment where students can seek assistance with academic coursework, 

writing assignments, transitioning to college academic life, and other 

academic issues. SLSC programs include: Peer Tutoring, the Writing Lab, 

Writing Workshops, and Academic Success Workshops. Students may also 

seek confidential academic counseling from the professional staff at the 

Center: 

Contact Information 

Tel: (00974) 4403 3876 

Fax: (00974) 4403 3871 

Location: Female Student Activities Building 

E-mail: learningcenter@qu.edu.qa 

 

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS  

 

It is Qatar University policy to provide educational opportunities that ensure fair, 

appropriate and reasonable accommodation to students who have disabilities that 

may affect their ability to participate in course activities or meet course 

requirements. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact their Instructor 

to ensure that their individual needs are met. The University through its Special 

Need section will exert all efforts to accommodate for individuals needs:    
Contact Information 
Female: (00974) 4403 3843 

Male: (00974) 4403 3854  

Location: Student Activities building  

Email: specialneeds@qu.edu.qa 
 

 

 

STUDENT COMPLIANTS POLICY  

 

Students University have the right to pursue complaints related to faculty, staff, 

and other students.  The nature of the complaints may be either academic or non-

http://mailto:learningcenter@qu.edu.qa/
mailto:specialneeds@qu.edu.qa


academic.  For more information about the policy and processes related to this 

policy, you may refer to the students’ handbook. 

 

 

DECLARATION 

 

This syllabus and contents are subject to changes in the event of extenuating 

circumstances. The instructor (with approval of the Head of Department) reserves 

the right to make changes as necessary. If changes are necessitated during the 

term of the course, the students will be notified by email communication and 

posting the notification on the online teaching tool Blackboard. It is student’s 

responsibility to check on announcements made while they were absent. 

 

 
 Ahmed H. Ibrahim 

 February 10, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


