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CLD Roundtables
Qatar University Law & Policy ThinkTank

FINANCIAL TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITIES FOR QATAR

Financial technology such as blockchain holds considerable opportunity for economic diversification, one of
the four pillars of Qatar National Vision 2030. This rapidly evolving market is a level playing field for
forward-thinking nations to compete to become a FinTech hub, drawing considerable benefits from hosting a
start-up that goes global. For Qatar to be an atiractive host for FinTech start-ups, its regulations and policies
may need to be adapted as other jurisdictions have begun to do. This forum is held by the Centre for Law &
Development at Qatar University, Qatar’s law and policy research center focusing on FinTech research and
capacity-building. It brings together experts from industry and academia to share insights and discuss means
by which Qatar can establish itself as a global hub for FinTech start-ups.
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Sir
William
Blair

Judge of the Qatar
International Court

Sir William Blair has been a judge of the Qatar International Court since 2017. He graduated
from the University of Oxford and practiced at the English Bar where he specialised in the
law of banking and finance. He became a Queen’s Counsel in 1994 and was Chairman of the
Commercial Bar Association between 2003 and 2005.

He was appointed a High Court Judge in England and Wales in 2008, and became President of
the Board of Appeal of the European Supervisory Authorities in 2012.

He served as Chairman of the Qatar Financial Centre Regulatory Tribunal until March 2011
and was a judge in London’s Commercial Court between 2008 and 2017, becoming Judge
in Charge of the Commercial Court in 2016. In 2016, The College of Law at Qatar University
(QU-LAWC) established the Sir William Blair Chair in Alternative Dispute Resolution. In 2017,
Sir William was appointed Professor of Financial Law and Ethics at Queen Mary University of
London, based at the Centre for Commercial Law Studies. In August 2018, he was appointed
Chair of the Bank of England’s new Enforcement Decision Making Committee.

CLD is grateful to the support of
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Dr. Mohamed
Abdulaziz
Al-Khulaifi

Dean of the College of Law
Agent of the State of Qatar before the
International Court of Justice

Dr. Mohamed Al-Khulaifi is the Dean of the College of Law and Associate Professor of
commercial law at Qatar University. He was visiting Professor at Carnegie Mellon University in
Qatar in 2013. Dr. Al-Khulaifi is a member of several academic and professional committees in
Qatar, including the Permanent Legislative Committee of the Council of Ministers. He received
his LL.B. from Qatar University (Qatar) in 2006 and his LL.M. and J.S.D. from the University of
California Berkeley (United States of America) in 2011.

Dr. Al-Khulaifi has received a multitude of awards and fellowships, including, inter alia: His
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, The Emir of Qatar, Ph.D. Award (Education
Excellence Awards) in 2012, and a research fellowship award from the Center of International
and Regional Studies at Georgetown University in Qatar (2013-2014).

Dr. Al-Khulaifi’s research and practice focus on commercial law. He has authored numerous
articles and books on bankruptcy, mergers and acquisitions, commercial law, banking
transactions and arbitration.

In parallel with his academic activities, Dr. Al-Khulaifi is a lawyer at Abdulaziz Al-Khulaifi law
firm (since 2011) and serves as an independent adjudicator at the Qatar Financial Center —
Regulatory Authority (since 2017). He acts as legal counsel to His Excellency the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of Qatar (since 2018). Dr. Al-Khulaifi has
been recently appointed as the Agent of the State of Qatar before the International Court of
Justice in three cases.



Abdulaziz
Bin Nasser
Al-Khalifa

CEO of Qatar
Development Bank

In addition to his role as the CEO of QDB, Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Khalifa is the Chairman of the Board
of Directors at Elan, a Member of the Board of Directors at Qatar Science Technology Park and
the Chairman of Qatar Business Incubator Center and the Bedaya Center for Entrepreneurship
and Career Development. Before being appointed as the CEO of QDB, Mr. Al-Khalifa was
Executive Director of Strategy & Business Development for three years, serving simultaneously
as vice president of several internal and external committees. Prior to joining QDB, Mr. Al-
Khalifa worked at Qatar Shell as a Business Development Manager for nearly three years, and,
before that, held technical and managerial positions at The Qatar General Electricity & Water
Corporation (KAHRAMAA) for six years.

Mr. Al-Khalifa has vast experience in the SME, private and entrepreneurship sectors. He played
a leading role in the launch of several flagship development initiatives, including Al Dhameen
Partial Guarantee Program, Tasdeer Qatar Export Development Agency and the Housing Loan
Program for Qatari citizens. Mr. Al-Khalifa holds an MBA from Qatar University, a Bachelor

in Electrical Engineering from University of California, and has received several specialized
diplomas from Harvard and Insead Universities.

Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Khalifa is currently the Chairman of Elan Qatar, Chairman of Qatar Business
Incubator Center and Chairman of the Bedaya Center for Entrepreneurship and Career
Development. He is a member of the Board of Directors at Qatar Science Technology Park, a
member of the Board of Directors at INJAZ Qatar, a member of the technical committee for the
promotion of Private Sector and Development projects, a member of the Qatar Strategy 2017-
2022 committee and a member of the World Business Angels Forum WBAF.

Professor
Gordon Walker

Emeritus Professor of La Trobe University
School of Law, Melbourne, Australia,
advisor to the Asian Development Bank

Professor Walker is an Emeritus Professor of La Trobe University School of Law, Melbourne,
Australia; Adjunct Professor at Curtin University School of Law and an advisor to the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), designated as International Business Law Expert and International
Financial Sector Expert. His research contracts at the ADB principally involve law reform in

the areas of securities regulation, company, secured transactions and Fintech within the
Private Sector Development Initiative (PSDI-Ill) in the South Pacific. He consults to Silk Legal in
Bangkok on digital assets and ICOs. Professor Walker was formerly Professor of Law at Qatar
Foundation (2015-2016). He also held the positions of Professor of Commercial Law (1999-
2015) and Head of School (2004-7) at La Trobe University School of Law, Paul Hastings Visiting
Professor at Hong Kong University School of Law, Wallace Fujiyama Visiting Professor at the
University of Hawaii, Visiting Professor (MBA program) at Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology and Visiting Professor at the University of Houston Law Center, TX. He was also
Adjunct Professor at Texas Tech University School of Law, TX, Adjunct Professor at Waikato
University School of Law, New Zealand and Consultant to the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, London, UK.

He has published widely on securities regulation and is best known internationally for the twin
multi-volume treatises on international securities regulation published by Westlaw in the USA

- the eight volume treatise, International Securities Regulation and the five volume treatise,
International Securities Regulation Pacific Rim. Other publications include the two editions

of Securities Regulation in Australia and New Zealand and the five editions of Commercial
Applications of Company Law in New Zealand. His area of academic and professional expertise
is commercial law (broadly defined) with particular emphasis on securities regulation, company
law, corporate governance and law and development in the context of South Pacific island
nations. Other research interests include crowdfunding, sustainable development goals,
distributed ledger technology (DLT), digital tokens and Initial Coin Offerings.



Douglas
W. Arner

Kerry Holdings

Professor in Law

Faculty of Law, The University of
Hong Kong

Douglas W. Arner is the Kerry Holdings Professor in Law at the University of Hong Kong and
one of the world’s leading experts on financial regulation, particularly the intersection between
law, finance and technology. He is Faculty Director of the Faculty of Law’s LLM in Compliance
and Regulation and LLM in Corporate and Financial Law, a member of the Hong Kong Financial
Services Development Council, an Executive Committee Member of the Asia Pacific Structured
Finance Association, and a Senior Visiting Fellow of Melbourne Law School, University of
Melbourne. Douglas served as Head of the HKU Department of Law from 2011 to 2014 and

as Co-Director of the Duke University-HKU Asia-America Institute in Transnational Law from
2005 to 2016. From 2006 to 2011 he was the Director of HKU’s Asian Institute of International
Financial Law, which he co-founded in 1999. He has published fifteen books and more than
120 articles, chapters and reports on international financial law and regulation, including most
recently Reconceptualising Global Finance and its Regulation (Cambridge 2016) (with Ross
Buckley and Emilios Avgouleas). His recent papers are available on SSRN, where he is among
the top 300 authors in the world by total downloads. Douglas has served as a consultant

with, among others, the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, APEC and European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development, and has lectured, co-organised conferences and seminars
and been involved with financial sector reform projects around the world. He has been a
visiting professor or fellow at Duke, Harvard, the Hong Kong Institute for Monetary Research,
IDC Herzliya, McGill, Melbourne, National University of Singapore, University of New South
Wales, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, and Zurich, among others.

Dr. Phoebus
Athanassiou

Principal Legal Counsel at the Legal
Services of the European Gentral Bank

Phoebus Athanassiou is Principal Legal Counsel at the Legal Services of the European Central
Bank (ECB), and a member of the faculty of the Institute of Law and Finance at the Goethe-
Universitét (Frankfurt am Main). He holds a PhD in Law and an LLM in Commercial and
Corporate Law from King’s College, University London, and an LLB in English and European
Law from Queen Mary College, University of London. Prior to joining the ECB he was in private
practice, inter alia acting as consultant to the Government of the Republic of Cyprus on the
transposition of the acquis in the fields of securities, banking and insurance law.

His hitherto publications extend over a broad range of fields, including (i) fintech, (ii) financial
services and capital markets regulation, and (jii) institutional issues of relevance to the EU. His
latest monograph, entitled ‘Digital Innovation in Financial services’, published in February 2018
by Kluwer Law International, is amongst the most comprehensive legal analyses, to date, of the
core legal aspects of the application of digital innovation to the provision of financial services.
Phoebus Athanassiou has participated in the work of the ECB-hosted Task Force on Distributed
Ledger Technologies (2017) and of the CPMI Working Group on Digital Innovations (2016).



Dr Jon Truby,
Ph.D

Director of the Centre for Law
and Development and Associate
Professor of Law

Dr. Truby is the Director of the Centre for Law & Development, a legal research and policy
centre focused on delivering solutions to the needs of Qatar’s National Development Strategy.
Its current research and roundtable agenda focuses upon financial innovation for Qatar’s
economic diversification, including digital currencies and blockchain technology. He is a
specialist in financial technology law and policy.

As a lawyer and academic established in law, policy and social sciences, he has secured
major research grants from Qatar Foundation as well as other corporate and public sponsors,
enabling him to research and publish in areas of interest including financial innovation and
regulation, cybersecurity, AML/CFT, taxation and commercial law. He also studies policy

tools to impact social behavior towards to achieve decarbonization and other sustainability
objectives to mitigate climate change. Dr. Jon Truby runs the undergraduate and postgraduate
Environmental Law and Public Policy programmes in the College of Law of Qatar University.

Dr. Andrew
Dahdal

Assistant Professor in Commercial Law
at the College of Law, Qatar University.

Dr Andrew Dahdal has worked and taught in Australia, Europe and the Middle East. He is the
Chairman of the Commercial Law group within the International Association of Law Schools
(IALS) and Section Head, Law and Policy (Economic Diversification) at the Centre for Law

and Development (CLD), an industry funded Think Tank within the College of Law at Qatar
University. Andrew has written and published extensively in the fields of corporate law and
financial services. He completed his PhD at the University of New South Wales (Australia) and is
actively engaged in developing Qatar’s financial services sector.



Georgios
Dimitropoulos

Assistant Professor of Law,
HBKU College of Law and Public Policy

Georgios Dimitropoulos is an Assistant Professor at HBKU Law School. Georgios studied Law
at the University of Athens, and holds an LL.M. from Yale Law School, and a Ph.D. summa
cum laude from the University of Heidelberg. Before joining HBKU Law School he was a Senior
Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg and a Hauser Research Scholar

at New York University (NYU) School of Law. He is currently interested in the regulation of

new technologies with a focus on blockchain and artificial intelligence, while his co-edited
book Regulating Blockchain: Techno-Social and Legal Challenges will be published by Oxford
University Press in early 2019.

Key points/themes:

The presentation will discuss the issue of cryptocurrency regulation in a comparative
perspective. The rapid growth of cryptocurrencies has led to various regulatory measures

in different jurisdictions, some of which perceive cryptocurrencies as a threat while others
as an opportunity. When viewed as currency, cryptocurrencies are regulated both as money
and commodities leading to an indifferent approach to their regulation or a command-
and-control approach or various intermediate approaches. When viewed as a technology,
different jurisdictions have taken an enabling approach to the regulation of cryptocurrencies
by establishing ‘innovation hubs’ and ‘regulatory sandboxes’ for FinTech companies. The
presentation will close by discussing the dangers of embedding cryptocurrencies in a national
jurisdiction through enabling them, as well as the ways to mitigate these dangers.

Christopher
Grout

Registrar of the Qatar International Court
and Dispute Resolution Centre

Christopher is the Registrar of the Qatar International Court and Dispute Resolution Centre and
is primarily responsible for the management of cases before the Court and Qatar Financial
Centre Regulatory Tribunal. Christopher graduated with a degree in law from Newcastle
University (2006) and was called to the Bar of England and Wales by the Honourable Society of
the Inner Temple in 2007. He is due to complete his Master’s Degree in Canon Law at Cardiff
University in 2019. Christopher is an Associate Member of 15 New Bridge Street, the Chambers
of Martin Rutherford QC, in London. Before taking up his position in Qatar, Christopher practiced
as a barrister, specialising in criminal defence work. Prior to that, he worked for the Ministry of
Justice in the UK, based at the Criminal Appeals Office of the Royal Courts of Justice.



Dr. Jason
Corbett

Managing Partner,
Silk Legal

Dr. Corbett is the founder and Managing Partner of Silk Legal, a Bangkok based law firm that
advises both foreign and domestic clients.

As corporate lawyer by trade, and an entrepreneur at heart, Jason has trained in the law with a
variety of in-house positions and private practice including one of Canada’s largest law firms.
He has been involved in several business and start-ups at an executive level in a variety of
industries ranging from legal, finance, beverage manufacturing, hospitality, environmental,
e-commerce and professional consulting.

Jason is truly passionate about his work and is always eager to connect with others. “I enjoy
helping to create and sustain businesses with experienced advice, financial support and
mentorship”.

Tariq
al-Abdulla

Senior consultant at DLA Piper

Abdulrahman
Saad Al Qahtani

Head of Legal, Qatar Development Bank

Abdulrahman Bin Saad Al-Qahtani is currently working as Acting Manager of the Legal
Department at Qatar Development Bank. He started his career in 2007 at Qatar

Foundation as a Legal Counsel and became Senior Intellectual Property Protection and
Valuation Manager at 2014. His education and qualifications are an LLB from the University
of Liverpool, Master of Science in Islamic Finance form Hamad Bin Khalifa University, LLM
from the University of California Berkeley, and he is currently a Phd Candidate at Hamad Bin
Khalifa University in Islamic Finance and the Economy.



Adam
Hozaifa

Insight Consultancy

Adam Hozaifa works for Insight Consultancy — a team of cards and payments industry experts,
delivering consulting projects and training ranging from strategy and new product development
through to profit optimisation and financial modelling/toolkits. A global list of clients include the
international payment schemes, major retail banks, payments processors and, increasingly,
fintechs.

Adam has over 12 years of experience with Deloitte, KPMG, Visa and Mastercard. He worked
in Visa’s Strategy team on Nordics and France regional strategies. He also helped launch Visa
Card-Linked Offers with two major UK retail banks. At MasterCard Advisors, Adam worked with
leading UK issuers to redesign a premium credit card, improve a credit card approval process
and implement initiatives to increase activation rates.

Holds a Masters in Chem. Eng. from Imperial College London and a Management Accounting
diploma (CIMA)

Alaa
Ajweh

Microsoft

Regional Account Executive — Financial Sector Industry

Specialized in the Financial Sector industry and passionate digital transformation advocate.
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