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Dr. Hezam Al Awah, Director of Foundation Program
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ment test for the Foundation
Program Department of Math. Entrepreneurial Showcase
These are proud moments for Event, the history of the Foun-
ow gepartment{ wp i x x i v @ation Department, and the
Cultural Awareness Project. In
addition, student work from the
Jsyrhexmsruaw Mrxi kv
Intermediate course is show-
cased.

As the director of the Founda-
tion Program, | would like to
welcome you to the Foundation
Tvskveguw uyevxX
FP Jareeda. FP Jareeda is a
platform which will highlight the
outstanding work of the Foun-
dation Program. Within FP Jar-
eeda, we hope to showcase the
many achievements and hard
work of our faculty, staff, and
students.

you will find articles on the 5™

In Memoriam: Robert
Kennedy 1958 - 2018
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| wish to thank the hard work of
Roger Barlow and the members
of the accreditation committee
as well as those who have con-
tributed to the reaccreditation

of our department. | also wish
to thank the hard work of Dr.
Rhouma, the team who created
the placement test, and the
Qatar University Testing Center.

5th Entrepreneurial
Showcase Event

Qatar University Math-
Placer

The Cultural Aware-
ness Project

This has been a busy year in
the Foundation Program, but
the highlights are our 10-year
CEA reaccreditation for the
Foundation Program Depart-
ment of English and the crea-
tion of a standardized place-

The Pillars of Math
Teaching

Going forward, this newsletter
is open to all Foundation Pro-
gram faculty, staff, and stu-
dents to share their experienc-
es and insights. In this issue,

The Algabas Program:
A University Experi-
ence

A Foundation Stu-

Dr. Hezam Al Awah
hirxow Weqtp8 \%

CEA Reaccreditation

Roger John Barlow, Lecturer of English, Foundation Program

The History of the
Foundation Program 6
Part |
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The Foundation Program De-
partment of English (FPDE) is
extremely honored to have
been granted a 10-year reac-
creditation of their intensive
English course that prepares

organization based in Alexan-
dria, Virginia, USA.

firglgevow?2+
Banana Island: A

Place to Remember
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Dr. Hezam Al-Awah, Director of
the Foundation Program said,
6 X | maecreditation by CEA
indicates the quality of the

vi eggvi hmx EnglishsFoundation pragram

In celebrating the achievement,
the Dean of General Studies,
Dr. Ibrahim Al-Kaabi affirmed,
o X1 i

FPDE Off-road Excur-
sion to Ras Abroug
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Screencast-O-Matic
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Heat Stress

undergraduates to pursue Eng-
lish medium degrees. The ac-
creditation is provided by the
Commission on English Lan-
guage Program Accreditation
(CEA), the official United States

Foundation English Program
highlights the professionalism
of Foundation program man-
agement and the efforts of fac-
ulty and staff in complying with
demanding international

il

and FPDE and it endorses their
credibility. Achieving accredita-
tion was the result of long ef-
forts and hard work to suc-
cessfully comply with the inter-
rexmsrep
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: Robert Kennedy 1958 - 2018
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This past year, our former
Head of the English Depart-
ment (HoD), Robert Kennedy,
would have turned 61. While to
his colleagues he was simply
Bob, to his students, he was
ep{e}lw 06Qv2 Fsf =+
pleting an MA in Educational
Leadership, Bob became a
dedicated and life -long educa-
tor.

In 1988, Bob joined the recent-
ly established English Lan-
guage Teaching Unit (ELTU) as
one of the very first American
language instructors. He left a
few years later and returned in
1994,

In the autumn of 2004, the
Foundation Program (FP) was
inaugurated. The Foundation
Program Department of English
(FPDE) offered a two-year, four

-level skills-based general Eng- Robert Kennedy: Photograph courtesy of Stephanie Barbara Pinnacle
lish language program. A year
later, Bob was appointed as- was always smooth and seam- 2012, when the FP changed to away on 25 February 2018. For
sistant to Dr. Madani Osman. less. a one-year program, Bob close to half of his life, Bob had
In the autumn of 2006, Bob . stepped down as the HoD. lived in Qatar: he was ve
. While Bob helmed the depart- PP L)} Q . v

replaced Dr. Madani as the However, in his new/old role, much attached to this spectac-

ment, there were some notable . y . \
HoD. y . Bob remained a committed ular desert land, its people, his

ligh paints, oreganipicjihe teacher, colleague and friend students, and QU. Qatar was
Bob was the HoD of FPDE for ~ Commission on English Lan- ' g . i

to many. home to him. Many of those he

six years, from 2006 to 2012. A guage Accreditation (CEA) and
staunch advocate of new tech-  the establishment of The Writ-  And so, it was with great sad-
nology, he encouraged every-  ing Centre as well as various ness that Bob Kennedy, our
one to explore its potential and  student clubs like The Japa- respected, pragmatic, and stal-
was the main backer of Black-  nese Club and The Photog- wart former HoD, colleague,
board, which had been piloted  raphy Club. In the autumn of friend, and mentor passed

and pioneered by FPDE in

64492 Hyvmr k FsiE L - . - e
HoD, the program changed 0 Qer } SJ Xl S Wi I I pl J X

several times, yet the transition k ir | V S WmX } O { m X O er h X | S y k |

left behind will always remem-
ber his generosity, wit, and
thoughtfulness. Bob left his
mark in the hearts and minds
of those who knew him best.
Rest in Peace, Mr. Bob.




Il S

. : dolell sl wljall6alac
Foundation Program

Deanship of General Studies

QATAR UNIVERSITY)n §d o ola

QU Hosts 5" Entrepreneurial Showcase Event

Sara Ahmad Salmeh, Engagement and Communications Specialist, Foundation Program

Uexev Yrmzivwmx
Program Department of English
(FPDE) along with the Center
for Entrepreneurship (CFE) re-
cently held the 5™ exhibition of
The Entrepreneurial Showcase
Event This event was a
demonstration of QU College

of Business and Economics

, GFIl - wxyhirxwu
ENGL 252 course project,

which involved developing ide-
as for new businesses in Qatar.
These tasks required students
to apply English language skills
learned throughout the course.

Dr. Hezam Al-Awah, Director of
the Foundation Program said,
O0Xl mw izirx emg
learning environment for QU
students to promote their en-
trepreneurial potential and

|

Students receiving certificate of appreciation: Photograph of courtesy of Ahmad Rahmatollah Hazratzad

xieq {svomrk womppw2=<+ Li ehhijihoO ) 4

. . . S ) x:% irler gl ¥ROE iand CHEUMergberg. 1 Students took photos together

OXI mw izirx epws 'I'\P w_w_xg/h_ r ] . 3
municative abilities in English The top three projects for fe- and celebrated their achieve-

acquire higher order thinking
skills which are instrumental in
their academic success. It also
equips them with the functional

ments and success with their
course instructors and class-
mates.

male and male students were
wt mv mx wawarded trophies and prizes
offered by Doha Bank during

and promote their entrepre-
riyvmep

Over 350 students, 300 fe-

knowledge to become suc-
cessful entrepreneurs in the
jyxyvi 2=+

According to Mr. Benjamin
Kohler, Course Lead of the
ENGL 252, English for Busi-
ness Communication course,
0 XI mw
tunity for the QU community to
find out how the Foundation
Program Department of English
is working closely with the
Center for Entrepreneurship to
use innovative learning meth-

i | I mf mxmsr

males and 50 males, participat-
ed in the event; they advertised
90 business ideas on posters
and gave mini-presentations on
their new business ideas in
English. Students also sur-
veyed attendees about the
feasilell:?/ ofethreir bustin?sg igei
as in order to use t?1e data to
improve the quality of their
products or services.

To end the event, there was a
competition for the best pro-
ject; each poster was judged

i zi
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Qatar University Math-Placer

Mohamed Ben Haj Rhouma, Department Head of Math, Foundation Program

With the backing of the Foun-
dation Program management
and the Dean of General Stud-
ies, the Foundation Program
Department of Math (FPDM)
has created a standardized
placement test.

The creation of a standardized
placement test required multi-
ple steps. Firstly, a placement
test team developed a table of
specifications. Next, the Qatar
University Testing Center
(QUTC) provided training on
how to write high quality test
items. The placement test
team then wrote approximately
300 items. Many of these items
were piloted in diagnostic tests
given to students at the begin-
ning of the Spring and Fall of
2017. This enabled FPDM to
obtain statistical measure-
ments on each question and
its corresponding distractors.
The entire test was then pi-
loted and the results were
compared with the new version
of ACCUPLACER Math. The
comparison was favourable.

The placement test team: Photograph courtesy of QUTC

Furthermore, the feedback
received from the external
reviewers of the test was

Mr. Salim Nazar Salim: Photograph courtesy of QUTC

6i | gippirx=+2

Both QUTC and FPDM visited
all colleges to inform them
about the math placement test
and the feedback resulted in a
common agreement that the
newly developed math place-
ment test should be imple-
mented. Finally in late April
2019, approval was obtained
from Qatar University to use
the QU Math-Placer as the
main placement tool for the
Jsyrhexmsr
matics courses. We are

pleased to announce that more

than 60 students have already
taken the test and that their
results are at the expected
levels.

Developing a new placement
test is a painstaking job. My
sincere thanks go to the place-
ment test team as well as to
the QUTC. Creating the

test has enabled us to reflect
on and improve on our assess-
ment practices. Going forward,
we will continue to work on

T v s k gererptingvnewy eliableiitdms

and new test forms.
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The Cultural Awareness Project

Muneer Mohammad Al Wadi, Teaching Assistant of Math, Foundation Program

Tales of Qatari Heritage are a set of inspir-
ing local folktales, legends and stories that
gsqtvmwi mqgtsvxer X
tural legacy. This unique project was led
by Jeffrey Maggard. It involved more than
20 Foundation Program Department of
English (FPDE) faculty, who worked as
members of the Cultural Awareness Team,
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and over 100 students. The student volun-
teers participated in faculty -led workshops
on oral storytelling collection and narrative
writing.

The students then went to elders in their
communities to collect, transcribe, edit,
and translate more than 50 unique stories.
Students were asked to collect stories that
were local, championed local axiology,
highlighted moral lessons, and demon-

) strated Islamic values. The stories were

( then illustrated by twenty Foundation Pro-
gram student artists as well as illustrators
jvsg Uexev
Sketch Chapter (AASC).

Participating in the project required stu-
dents to hone their skills as narrators, au-
thors and illustrators. Moreover, the stu-
dents developed their language, research,
translation, and narrative writing skills.

A person who does not know the
value of a falcon will grill it: By Deena
Ahmad Alfalasi

Yr mzi v wmx WVillenjoy Eepdy |

The Song of the Warrior: By Fatma Eisa | A AFMohannadi

These tasks added to their cultural
knowledge, bilingual literacy, creativity,
and most of all, their knowledge of how to
preserve and disseminate intangible cul-
tural artifacts.

Twenty-two original tales were selected as
e Vvitviwirxexmzi S j

Along with the original artwork, the project
preserves largely forgotten gems of Qatari
folklore. The

Cultural Aware- AR

ness Team N
\\\’-‘de' gy

hope that you e/

= =)
ing this unique

collection of

Qatari stories,

folktales, and

legends.

Gheelan: By Sara Ah-
med Mohamed Abdel-
monem
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The Pillars of Math Teaching

Muneer Mohammad Al Wadi, Teaching Assistant of Math, Foundation Program

Effective teaching requires the ability to erh fimrk U0yrtvshy g xlmagtly, préat teaghingimvolves erpbiatbrt  k mz 1
communicate effectively. George Bernard  ing in to despair). Productively stuck stu- The educator is in many ways a master
Wl e{ wxexih x| ex 0_ xdaehtsnead encdunagemeintnwkhile unpno-  storyteller who guides students through a
problem in communication is the illusion it ductively stuck students need help scaf- shared journey of discovery. One must
lettirih+2 Ypxmgexi pfplfingthe praplgnt by geghrasing the mw encourage student participation, say,
at the heart of learning, and teaching question. For both, time is critical: priori- 6}i w+ xs xlimv mhiew0O fy
mathematics requires the ability to com- tize giving students the time to let their not to disallow their struggle or readily
municate effectively. In his TEDx talk enti- curiosity flourish. provide answers. Instead, encourage stu-
tled 5 Principles of Extraordinary Math . -, dents to test out their ideas for them-

. ) . Third, an emboldening instructor says, ’
Teaching, Dan Finkel describes mathe- x| i

matical best-practices as the following: 1.
Ask questions; 2. Let students struggle; 3.
We} g}iwu? 82 Hsrux
Explore. These five ideas contribute to the
ability of being able to communicate effec-

quires making connections between dis-
tinct concepts, translating knowledge into
X er i.v of } ?
new contexts, and m%ﬁ‘ng mtellectuaﬁ
leaps into unexplored territory. These are
the hallmarks of creative thinking. Howev-

tively. . . -

Y er, when that effort is received with nega-
Firstly, motivational teachers ask ques- tivity, it demoralizes. You should not disal-
tions and encourage students to follow low the exciting process of student con-

suit. Launch your lessons with questions ceptualization. Rather, allow your students
and allow students to formulate their own.  to come up with ideas and follow them,
Later, you can incorporate their questions  even down rabbit holes, to see what they
to guide classroom discussions. Remem-  can discover.

ber, not all questions need answers. More
mgt svxerxp} 0 wxyhirx
creatively and out-of-the-box; this begins
by considering questions as empowering,
rather than a sign of ignorance. Moreover,
good questions are exciting and keep the
classroom active, engaged, and full of

Fourth, imvgactful tutors understand that
tWey grg notxthe gnlsvx?ey krey. I\%ogt stl?- X
dents will avoid hard work if they suspect
that there is an easier way. Often this is an
efficient strategy for handling a complex
world with an abundance of information.
However, by always providing answers,

surprises. ;

P students can be discouraged from devel-
Secondly, empowering educators allow oping higher levels of cognitive curiosity.
students to struggle. Students learn by Rather, the teacher should be an orches-

grappling with mental obstacles and over-  trator, setting up learning opportunities,
coming them. When you interfere to solve  where students take ownership of their
tvsfpigwO0 wxyhirxw hlnowedge throughgrit2instsdd of showa w
to say you should not be involved in their ~ casing your own knowledge, encourage
speculative/learning processes. However,  students to reference their own under-

you must differentiate between being standing of the mathematical problem. If
uUtvshygxmzip} wxygouxl mRiROr yx elf @zi xxsl ier
the question but still making progress), hand, help them build what they need.

6}i w+ xs wxyhirxwu m\wi%%lvlzwg—isvmv?}k %}elx +v)l“f’L

viwtsrhO oM hsrux ors{?

ki xliv=+2
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Let Students struggle

i
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Don't be the Answer Key
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Hayat El Samad, Assistant Director for Student Affairs, Foundation Program

From April 7th to April
11th, 2019, the Founda-
tion Program welcomed
43 high school female
Qatari students from
seven Qatari schools to
the Algabas Program.
The Algabas Program is
a student outreach initi-
ative which is the first of
its kind at Qatar Univer-
sity. It was undertaken
in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education
and Higher Education.
The goal of the program
was to prepare grades
ten and eleven high
school students for uni-
versity life. Around 25
faculty members and
staff from FP Student
Affairs, the Department
of English, and the De-
partment of Math partic-
ipated in organizing,
preparing, and deliver-
ing the sessions.

During their visit, the
high school students
participated in numer-
ous learning experienc-
es. This included activi-
ties which were de-
signed to develop their
math and English skills,
as well as workshops
which were designed to
improve their study skills
and test-taking strate-
gies. The Algabas also
organized visits to the

FP staff and faculty who participated in Algabas: Photograph courtesy of Hayat El Samad

Colleges of Medicine,
Pharmacy, Engineering,
and Education; also, the
high school students
attended math and Eng-
lish classes along with
regular university stu-
dents. The visiting stu-
dents were also intro-
duced to the different
student support services
offered at Qatar Univer-
sity, such as the Qatar
University Library, the
Sports Center, and the
Career Development

Center. On the final day
of the Algabas, a show-
case of student posters
was held. This provided
the students with an
opportunity to present
posters and share their
experiences in the
Algabas with faculty and
special needs students.

A student survey indi-
cated a high satisfaction
rate among the at-
tendees. Students wrote
that the Algabas was

fun, interesting and ben-
eficial. One student
commented that she
already felt like a Qatar
University student. Fu-
ture plans for the
Algabas include extend-
ing the program to more
than one week, targeting
more Qatari schools,
and offering a similar
program to male stu-
dents. By encouraging
students to apply to
STEM and medicine
majors as well as better

preparing them for uni-
versity life, the Founda-
tion Program will make a
positive contribution
towards the realization
of the Qatar National
Vision 2030.

OI | o
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David Paul Finfrock, Course Lead for Integrated Core, Foundation Program

The Integrated Core Intermediate (C002) pro-  their survey questions. From the data provided
ject introduces Foundation English students to by the respondents, students then write a re-

research and provides them with an oppor- port in which they provide the findings of their
tunity to develop their language, critical think-  survey as well as comment on these findings.
ing, and analytical skills. First, students are Finally, students share their findings with their

expected to explore a topic and determine a classmates through an in-class presentation.
specific research question. After reading about Below is an example of a report.

their topic and reflecting, students create an

online survey to help them gather data. Stu-

David Paul Finfrock: Photo- iy
dents then seek out participants to answer

graph courtesy of the Foun-
dation Program

The Gap between Generations
Asma Abdel-Aziz, Student

Introduction

Typically, the meaning of the word "generation” is a group of people who have the same core values, same notions ,
and beliefs. Generations change after almost thirty years. However, lately, we can see these generations are changing every ten
}ievw sv qe}fi piww2 [I} hmh x|l mw piet lettirC Xl mw pietobgvi exi
lem occurs when the successive generations become very different in their opinions and beliefs. | wondered why. Consequently,
I conducted a survey about the generation gap between parents and children in the Middle East. There were 31 responses. 90%
of them were non-Qatari, 75% were female, the majority of them (71%) were aged 18 to 25 years old, and the rest were between
three groups equally (17 or less, 26-35 and 46 and up/9.7%). In this report, | will discuss the data from my survey in order to
answer my research question that was "Why is there a generation gap between parents and children in the Middle East?"

Survey Findings

In question four, | asked about how much of a difference the respondents think is between parents and children. N um-
ber '1' was for little or no difference and '5' for a huge difference. The majority (15) picked number 3, and 10 of them answ ered
number 4, but only 1 for number 5, another 1 for number 1 and 4 for number 2. Therefore, if we consider people who gave their
opinion clearly, we can see that people who agreed (11) were more than the people who disagreed (5). It was interesting to kn ow
that they do not feel this problem is sizable, because their opinion did not match the reality of what is happening with my f amily.

Question 5 on my survey was about the agreement or disagreement with certain statements. There were nine state-
ments. Statement 1 was "children will have an attitude like their parents in the future." Almost three quarters (68%) of the re-
spondents agreed, while 22% disagreed. A few of the respondents (10%) did not have an opinion. Statement 2, | asked about if
the strong connection between parents and children can solve this problem, and more than half of the respondents strongly
agreed (61%), and 16% agreed. On the other hand, 16% strongly disagreed and very few of the respondents (7%) were neutral.
The major finding of the investigation was that they think a strong connection is the solution for this problem. That leads u s to
statements 3 and 4 where | tried to know what are the solutions for that gap between parents and children. Statement 3 was
"social media use for parents can positively affect the gap," the majority agreed (58%) while (23%) disagreed and only (19%)
were neutral. Therefore, it can be seen that this might be a solution. For statement 4, | asked if the level of education for parents
can affect the gap and may reduce it, and it had almost balanced answers. 26% agreed, while 26% disagreed. Most people



