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English, Foundation Program

Welcome to the latest edition of
xI'i Jsyrhexmsr
quarterly newsletter, FP Jar-
eeda.

The COVID 19 pandemic has
affected us all. In this issue, you
will learn more about how the
Foundation Program has re-
sponded to the instructional
challenges that the pandemic

has brought. In addition, you
Will diskovee motevabout teach-
ing online.

Finally, | hope that you enjoy
reading about the Second Qa-
tar Math Day, the Foundation
Tvskvequw vigi
and the history of the Founda-
tion Program Department of
English
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The Director of the Foundation Program
Meets with Foundation Program Students

Jeffrey Maggard, Lecturer of English, Foundation Program

To enhance communication
between Foundation Program
(FP) students and FP upper
management, two Question and
Answer (Q&A) meetings were
held in February 2020. At these
meetings, the Foundation Pro-
gram Director, Dr. Hezam Al-
Awah, and the FP upper man-
agement team gave students
the opportunity to ask ques-
tions, raise concerns, and make
comments. During the ses-
sions, FP upper management
gauged student feedback about
topics such as class schedules,
course content, delivery, as-
sessment, and support ser-

vices.

Nineteen male students attend-
ed the first meeting on February
7vhOo mr xIli Qir
Building (A06). Eleven female
students participated in the
second meeting on February
5th in the Women's Foundation
Building (D05). At these Q&A
sessions, students asked ques-
tions about the Department of

Il rkpmwl 0w wyqqi
Some students inquired about
summer schedules, while oth-
ers wondered if it would be
possible to offer foundation -
level courses this summer.

A number of students provided
positive feedback; for instance,
some said they were content
WI'[h clgssroom ﬁlzes and that
they were r%/avmg posmve expe-
riences in the Foundation Pro-
gram. Others stated that the
English and Math Success
Zone tutoring sessions were
very helpful.

As for suggestions, students
gaid gheyywouldilike B have
hands-on workshops related to
Foundation Program students’
majors and extra-curricular
English language activities re-
lated to speaking.


http://www.qu.edu.qa/foundation/fp-jareeda
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The Second Qatar Math Day, 2020

Raed Marabeh, Teaching Assistant of Math, Foundation Program

Dr. Mohamed Ben Haj Rhou-
ma, Head of Foundation
Program Department of
Math: Photograph courtesy
of Ali El Hussein

The second Qatar Math Day
event was held on 16th Febru-
ary, 2020. The event was co-
organized by Qatar University

Dr. Temadher Al-Maadeed,
Assistant Professor and Head of

Engineer Noor Al-Nakhala,
Senior Math Specialist at

ies, and The Department of
Mathematics, Statistics, and
Physics (MSP) in the College
of Arts and Sciences. This was
the second Qatar Math Day to
be held at Qatar University; the
first, very successful, Qatar
Math Day was held in

2018. The 2020 Qatar Math
Day was a specially-designed
forum to develop scientific
knowledge, exchange experi-
ences and share research in
different areas in order to sup-

Uexev Yrmzivwmx}oWeex| YWRneakmwmx }pBeraYHérYna{iiésred‘ucation in

tics and Physics Department:
Photograph courtesy of Ali El
Hussein

in collaboration with The Minis-
try of Education and Higher
Education in Qatar. Qatar
University (QU) sponsors in-

Learning Support Center:
Photograph courtesy of Ali El
Hussein

cluded two departments - the
Foundation Program Depart-
ment of Math (FPDM) under
The Deanship of General Stud-

Qatar.

The opening ceremony was
attended by HE Dr. Ibrahim Al-
Nuaimi, the Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education, Dr. Omar

Qatar Math Day 2020: Photograph courtesy of Ali EI Hussein




Al-Ansari, the Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Af-
fairs of Qatar University,
and Professor lbrahim Al
-Kaabi, Dean of Gradu-
ate Studies and Dean of
the College of Sciences.

This well-organized and
informative event includ-
ed various talks, semi-
nars, and workshops
that focused on the
latest developments,
methodologies, and
strategies to advance
education and research
in the field of mathe-
matics. Guest speakers
came from Oman, Ku-
wait, and the United
States; local speakers
represented the Ministry
of Education, the Col-
lege of the North Atlantic
-Qatar, Virginia Com-
monwealth University -
Qatar, Carnegie-Mellon
University in Qatar, and
Qatar University.

There were over 270
participants, including
presenters and at-
tendees from the Qatar
University Foundation
Program Math Depart-
ment and the Depart-
ment of Math and Phys-
ics, teachers from gov-
ernment schools, vari-
ous delegates, speak-
ers, and interested stu-
dents. The one-day
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Mr. Sari Mahmoud, Ministry of Education and Higher Education, running the workshop
Skills through Problem -based Learning : Photograph courtesy of Sara Salmeh

The conference honored
the winners of the

event provided a com-
prehensive program
which included three
keynote speeches, elev-
en seminars, and six
workshops. These ad-
dressed issues in both
pure and applied mathe-
matics education. In
addition to the plenary

sessions, workshops,
seminars, and presenta-
tions, two special work-  Fourth Qatar University
shops were held by a Mathematics Champion-
Hi wgswu t vi wshipsxStudents of Actu-
how to use Desmos (an  arial Mathematics were
advanced graphing honored for passing the
calculator) applications internationally recog-

in teaching math. nized Actuarial Organi-

zation Tests.

Developing Metacognitive

Many thanks are owed
to the dedicated confer-
ence organizers, col-
leagues, and volunteers
from the Qatar Ministry
of Education and Higher
Education, the FPDM
and the MSP.
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The Implementation of Distance Learning

Sara Salmeh, Engagement and Communications Specialist, Foundation Program

In light of the coronavirus pan-
demic and in order to ensure
the safety of Qatar University
(QU) students and its commu-
nity, on 10" March, 2020 Qatar
University switched to dis-
tance learning. Accordingly, all
faculty in the Foundation Pro-
gram (FP) started to teach

support face -to-face teaching.
During the transition to online
teaching, this prior experience
was extensively drawn upon.
The FP is committed to the
achievement of the learning
outcomes of this semester to
ensure that students are pre-
pared for the academic re-

teaching without compromis-
mr k x| i uy epmx}
educational experience and to
give faculty all the support

they need in this regard.
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Members from the FP E-
learning Committee and the
FP Academic Excellence and

online. quirements for the next aca-

Dr. Hezam Al-Awah, the Direc- J-igd-To IN-REF] 2 §

tor of the Foundation Program,
commented that "Prior to the
implementation of online learn-
ing, FP faculty members al-
ready utilized a wide range of
online resources in order to

Within the FP, several meet-
ings were held directly after
the QU directive to move clas-
ses online. The primary pur-
pose of these meetings was to
enable faculty to continue

””H wmpwllaoUpdl | g Gl eyl _wlyall alac
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Distance Tutoring Services Available - Spring 2020

Foundation Program (FP) Success Zone is pleased to inform you that we are
offering one-on-one online tutoring services via Blackboard, from Sunday to
Thursday, 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Online tutoring is offered to students
registered in the following courses:

* W001 & W002: Writing Workshop

* RO01 & R002: Reading Workshop

* C001 & C002: Integrated Core

* ENGL 110: English |

* ENGL 111: English Il

* ENGL 250: English for Communication |

* ENGL 251: English for Communication Il

e ENGL 202: English Language | — Post Foundation

* ENGL 203: English Language Il - Post Foundation

* MATH 021: Elementary Algebra

* MATH P100: Pre-Calculus

Students can access the online tutoring by clicking on the link sent by email by
FP Student Affairs Office earlier. We also offer a wide range of supplementary

videos and worksheets for math and English courses on Blackboard to
support students with their learning.

For any enquiries: fpstudent@qu.edu.qa
#FPSuccessZone

ElymE
=

Poster courtesy of Sara Salmeh

Professional Development
Committee organized several
training sessions for faculty.
These committees also facili-
tated faculty access to Pear-
son and Cambridge webinars.
The primary goal of this train-
mrk {ew xs hiit
knowledge of QU -approved
online learning platforms and
resources. These training ses-
sions addressed synchronous
and asynchronous language
teaching, online learning peda-
gogies, maximizing students'
online experience, and ensur-
ing that student learning out-
comes (SLOs) are met.

Online platforms which have
been utilized by faculty in-
clude: Blackboard Collaborate
Ultra, and Microsoft Teams.
Additionally, many faculty
members now pre-record their
classes and lessons and make
them available to the students
online. Furthermore, to maxim-
ize student support and en-
gagement, FP faculty mem-
bers now conduct their sched-
uled office hours online.

The FP Student Affairs Office
has also continued to support
foundation students. The FP
Success Zone quickly imple-

Dr Hezam Al-Awah - Founda-
tion Program Director: Photo-
graph courtesy of QU Photog-
rapher Mohamed Sherif Mo-
hamed Selim

mented distance tutoring ser-
v{cers for Eg lish Sn)g P%thv\}‘or
all fount.Jiatlo Q{Udents using
Blackboard Collaborate Ultra.
During work hours, tutors are
available to provide 30
minutes of individual tutoring
for students. The FP Success
Zone has also created a series
of videos and worksheets on
grammar, writing, and math.
Online exam revision sessions
continue to be provided by FP
Math Success Zone. In addi-
tion, the FP Special Needs
Committee implemented an
online support scheme in or-
der to facilitate the transition
to online learning for special
needs students.

Currently, the priority of the
Foundation Program is to en-

l ergi wxyhirxwu
rience and to ensure that their
acquisition of skills and
knowledge of the English lan-
guage and math is fully sup-
ported as per Qatar Universi-
XxX}uw hmvigxmziw
dations.
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Supporting the Implementation of Distance Learning

Naima Sarfraz, Chair of the Academic Excellence and Professional Development Committee, Lecturer of English,

Foundation Program

On 10th March, 2020 Qatar
University implemented a
complete switch to online
learning. Recognizing the
urgent need to maintain
gtl } wmgep
Foundation Program Depart-
ment of English (FPDE) has
provided the faculty with ex-
tensive training on using online
platforms to help them transfer
their real-world classrooms
into a virtual learning environ-
ment. Going online, the de-
partment took the decision of
blending online instruction with
independent study tools to
help students achieve their
academic goals without com-
promising the quality of their
learning. The Academic Excel-
lence and Professional Devel-
opment Committee (AE&PDC)
was tasked to provide a con-
tinuous support system for the

faculty to enhance their under-
standing of the key considera-
tions and potential tools availa-
ble to them as they enter the
world of online learning.

h oy e_lrhg ,&E&I-J’b% 90cu§e!j (i)n shar-

ing webinars that were de-
signed to give educators prac-
tical tools to cultivate a greater
sense of well-being and peda-
gogical confidence in the virtu-
al classroom. Approximately
50 webinars by world -
renowned publishers and
speakers were shared. In addi-
tion, 10 in-house professional
development workshops were
conducted by members of the
AE&PDC. These workshops
were intended to share best
practices when teaching online
with a specific focus of meet-
ing the learning needs of stu-
dents enrolled in the Founda-
tion Program. Several demon-

-
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Visual courtesy of Pixabay

stration lessons were also
prepared by the AE&PDC and
shared with faculty. Finally, the
AE&PDC has made these
resources available to faculty
members.

Visual courtesy of Pixabay

Going online has helped the
FDPE to reshape the teaching
and learning process. To that
end, the AE&PDC is planning
to hold its first 4 -day Virtual
Academic Excellence PD event
from May 11th to 14th. Re-
nowned scholars in the field of
Teaching English to Speaker of
Other Languages (TESOL) will
offer presentations, workshops
and seminars. It will be the first
virtual event of the Department
where Zoom will be used as
the platform for communica-
tion. The shift to online teach-
ing creates professional and
instructional challenges; how-
ever, it also creates new op-
portunities for progress and
development. The committee
hopes that this will be an op-
portunity for all faculty to en-
hance their online teaching
practices.
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Effective Online Teaching Approaches

Jeffrey Maggard, Lecturer of English, Foundation Program

Pmoi ger} xieglivw mr xli Jsyuwudefelxmsr Tvskvegquw Hitevxqgirx sj
English (FPDE), | have used the Internet for most of my teach-
ing career. In 1995, when the Internet became widely available,
| was a young teacher who had taught traditional courses (with
textbooks) in the USA and Japan. | soon understood the power

Publish a very detailed lesson plan (minute-by-minute) on
Blackboard one day prior to the class or at least one hour
before it begins.

that the Internet had in attracting the attention of students. I Communicate in multiple (written) modes before each les-
HOWeVer, | also kneW that fOr the Internet to beCOme a Valid son (e_g.' Via emaiL B|ackb0ard Announcements’ or on
and reliable teaching medium, teachers needed to create new social media).

pedagogically viable ways of using it.
T Repeat and recycle instructions in synchronous (e.g., chat)

and asynchronous (email) modalities as frequently as
needed.

Over the years, | have learned that teaching online classes, as
well as hybrid and/or blended courses, requires much more
than the use of interactive websites and attractive applications.
To teach online courses effectively, faculty should be mindful of Y Give students enough time to tell you when they need help
approaches that help them make each lesson achieve positive (synchronously and asynchronously).

learning outcomes. Here are 18 approaches that do just that.
These approaches not only leave smiles on student faces, they
also result in faculty satisfaction in knowing that they have im- T Include detailed instructions (with sufficient time frames
proved learning experiences. around each activity) to build a smoothly flowing pace (and
notice that this keeps teachers and students on time and
focused on learning goals/objectives).

Embed as many links as possible in each daily lesson plan.

Here is a summary of online teaching approaches which | find

March 30t Lesson Plan
Group 106

m 2:00-2:05 Open Socrative ROOM NAME JEFFMAGGARD

m 2:05-2:20 Answer 28 questions on Socrative

m 2:20-2:25 Enter BB collaborate Ultra

B 2:25-2:45 Open your textbook to p.62 and write answers for Activity 2 (A-F) on paper
m  2:45-3:00  Go to Chat Box and write your answers for Activity 2 (A-F)

m  3:00-3:15 Open p.62 and answer questions A,B,C, and D using Chat

m 3:15-3:20 Questions?

Homework:

Read p.63 Focus “identifying main idea and supporting details.”

A lesson plan for an online lesson: Visual courtesy of Hayat EI Samad
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Do not allow technical challenges to
overwhelm students (or yourself)
when things go wrong.

Things will not always go as

planned, so make jokes with stu- 1

dents (especially if the technology
has difficulties).

Be keenly aware that some students
are as nervous about using new
technology as teachers are.

Realize that humor not only reduces
student fears, it makes students
more willing to take risks and try
new kinds of activities.

Give students multiple opportunities
to get materials (prior to the class,
during the class, and after the class).

Ywi wxyhirxwu
0gpeww Kkvsyt +-disxs
semination of ideas. Do not be shy
about asking for this. The leaders in
each class will gladly do this as it
builds their rapport with the group
and cements their leadership status.

Hsrux fi ejvemh xs
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outside of Collaborate or MS Teams;
take advantage of the new technolo-
gy but keep strict rules about partici-
pation (see #15).

Give students a clearly defined set
of expectations about attendance
and participation by assigning them
marks or by making participation
required to be marked as present as
published in your daily lesson plan.

Require attendance three times dur-
ing each lesson (beginning, middle
and end). For example, their first
attendance could be taken on
Socrative. To do this, have students
write their full names and IDs. Then
take a screenshot at the end. While
the Socrative session is happening,
wls{ mx O6pmzi +

Ws g me praté dr MOTRams.iTReketéhd

i eirgenagul® Beawkdn stdents answer
guestions on Blackboard Collabo-
rate or MS Outlook, and the third
attendance could be used as an exit

to require students to answer one or
more questions.

Set up cycles of learning that are
easy for students to learn and then
repeat them. These context-
embedded routines are vital to es-
tablish at the beginning for novice
online teachers as well as students
who have little to no experience with
online learning. Create at least five
learning cycles that you can use
each week. The repetition reassures
students as they know what to ex-
pect. Then, as the course becomes
more cognitively demanding, stu-
dents will have scaffolding to hold
onto as they learn new linguistic
forms.

s r T F Bhate everygthing fmateialp methe 1

ods, workaround ideas, and chal-
lenges) with faculty teaching the
same course (s) and administrative
leaders.

By employing these approaches, stu-

ticket. For example, at the end of
class teachers can use Socrative,

Padlet, MS Outlo%k or CoIIaborﬁte
ezl "wxyhirxw S

dents will be in a better position to get
the most from our new and dynamic
online learning environment.

Bacteria arc zn integrs

part of a healthy life.

There are 200 times as many bactenia in the

1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?

colon® of a single human as there are human
beings who have ever lived. Most of these
bacteria help with dige , making vitamins,
shaping the immunc

system, and keeping us

. . healthy. Nearly all raw
2. What are the advantages of bacteria present in the food. t00. has bacteria

| colon? in it. But, the bacteria

that produce foodborne
illness are of a different,
more virulen: kind.”

3. Are bacteria found in raw food different from bacteria
Present in the colon?

paasa, It 5
* Foodbome

1 =Y ¢
* A compelling reason 18 cna that
ot

Comprehension Questions: Visual courtesy of Hayat El Samad
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Keeping Informed on COVID-19 in Qatar

Elisabeth Szewczyk-Q2 ~mer i 0

The COVID-19 pandemic has
spread rapidly across the
globe. Many people are still
unsure about how they can
stay safe. The Ministry of Pub-
lic Health (MOPH) in Qatar
offers residents and citizens
extremely useful and essential
information on COVID-19 in
four languages, Arabic, Urdu,
Hindi, and English. This web-
site link is also available on the
Hamad Hospital website. The
MOPH website provides a
regularly updated WHO Coro-
na Virus 2019 situation report
in a downloadable PDF form.
Additionally, it offers advice on
self-confinement and a down-
loadable PDF document con-
taining guidelines on wearing
medical face masks. All resi-
dents are strongly urged to
wear a face mask whenever
they are in a public space. The
Tip of Today focuses on a

Visual courtesy of Pixabay

Pigxyviv sj

Il rkpmwl O

different topic each day, for
example, advice to the elderly
or suspected cases, etc. Addi-
tionally, there are two informa-
tive videos, one on correct
handwashing procedures and
another entitled How to protect
Yyourself against Corona Virus
(CoVID-19).

The website posts a daily
infographic report which states
the latest cases in the past 24
hours, the number of positive
cases, the number of active
cases, and the number of
recovered cases. This useful
infographic is also posted on
Instagram, so users can easily
send it on to friends via other
social media apps. According
to the website report on 19
EtvmpO 64640 oi
increase in the number of
confirmed new cases of infec-
tion is due to several reasons,
including the fact that the

Visual courtesy of Pixabay

spread of the virus has begun
to enter the peak state (i.e. the
highest wave that affects the
gsyrxvy} -+
Health, 2020). The report reas-
sur)i(nglyi mer}ti%ni tnqegeﬁorts of
x i QSTL ©61i xs
transmission chains of the
corona virus and expand the
surveillance process, including

Jsyrhexmsr

Tvskveq

groups of contacts with people
who were previously diag-

rswih {mxIl xIli hmwi

, @mr miwix vile v j g sTryx¥ ypmifgy xi h

detection of many cases of

.infection and reduced the

wtvweigeoh xdji x| i
Public Health, 2020). Thanks to
the unceasing efforts of the
Qatar government and the
MOPH, Qatar is effectively
combatting this deadly disease
to ensure that everyone re-
ceives the best possible ad-
vice, protection measures, and
treatment.

Zmvyw
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Foundation Program Spring 2020 Open Days

Sara Salmeh, Engagement and Communications Specialist, Foundation Program

Foundation Program Student Affairs Of-
fice organized two FP Open Day sessions
for foundation -level students who have
been newly admitted into spring 2020
foundation-level courses. Students who
attended the Open Day event were in-
formed of Qatar University and Founda-
tion Program policies and regulations as
well as the student support services
which are provided by the Foundation
Program Success Zone.

The FP Open Days session for the female
students took place on Monday, January
27th, 2020 while the session for male
students took place on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 29th, 2020. The FP Open Day began
with a welcome word from the Director of
the Foundation Program, Dr. Hezam Al-
Awabh, in the presence of Dr. Nadeem
Hashem, the Associate Director for Aca-
demic Affairs, Dr. Mohammad Manasreh,
Head of Foundation Program Department
of English, Dr. Mohamed Ben Haj Rhou-
ma, Head of Foundation Program Depart-
ment of Mathematics, and Hayat Samad,
Assistant Director for Student Affairs,
along with staff from FP Student Affairs
office. Dr. Al-Awah encouraged the stu-
dents in their studies and emphasized the
importance of utilizing the available aca-
demic support services.

As the event also aimed to introduce new
students to academic opportunities, Mrs.
Hayat El Samad introduced the Founda-
X msr
Award and Student Achievement Award
to the newly admitted students and ex-
plained how they could win these awards
during their studies in the Foundation
Program. Dr. Al-Awah recognized the
winners of the fall 2019 awards, some of
whom then shared their experience of FP
courses and participating in these

Tvskvequw Hmwxm

awards.

Moslem Al-Qawasmi, a winner of the Fall
2019 Distinguished Student Award and a
student in the college of Engineering, said
that participating in the award is an im-
portant starting point and it motivated him
to prepare for his forthcoming academic
nsyvri}2 Qswpig xsp
tried my best to get this award by doing
all the course assignments accurately and
wyfgmxxmrk xliqg sr
epws ehhi hoO
has had a positive impact on my academ-
ic performance which is what | needed in
order to be successful in the more ad-
zergih gsyvwi w2+

Khulood Al-Romi, another winner of the
Fall 2019 Distinguished Student Award
and a student in the College of Arts and
Sciences, thanked the Foundation Pro-
gram Student Affairs for offering this
award, noting that it was a beneficial
experience. It developed her skills and
motivated her to strive to get the highest
grades possible. She advised new stu-

dents to participate in the award and
receive a certificate from their university.
Khulood was pleased that this achieve-
ment made her parents, her teachers, and
everyone who contributed to her getting
this award proud of her accomplishment.

Following the awards distribution, stu-
hdentslparticipaeth iman ergaging see x

sion about attendance policies, exam

rules, and the QU Code of Conduct using
xKahoaot,\an ihteractivehoaline taelXor stuk i

6 t e v x mg ndergsxAnthekendnof the eent, stedenésv h

were introduced to the English and math
academic support services provided by
the Foundation Program Success Zone
team members such as the daily one-on-
one tutorial sessions and exam review
sessions.

The Foundation Program Students Affairs
office offers a wide range of student ser-
vices to assist FP students in improving
their math and English skills as well as
creating a rich campus life for them.

Awarding Ceremony: Photograph courtesy of QU Photographer Ali El Hussein
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Foundation Program Hosts Appreciation Ceremony to
Honor Students and Teachers

Sara Salmeh, Engagement and Communications Specialist, Foundation Program

Uexev Yrmzivwmx} uw JSeventdeelgctners from the koundagjon  with collaborative projects with ISNSC to
under the Deanship of General Studies, Program Department of English were ewwmwx wxyhirxw mr xI|imv
and in collaboration with the Inclusion and honored for their outstanding commitment

. y . Hayat El Samad, Assistant Director for
Special Needs Support Center (ISNSC), and support for students with special

Student Affairs in the Foundation Pro-

hosted an appreciation event. Students needs and disabilities both in and out of . . '
: ) N = . gram, emphasized the goal of this social

with special needs and disabilities hon- the classroom. Certificates were awarded T VA VR A S T S B T
ored faculty, student helpers, and peer to students who had organized the event 1Y s B y

i ; -y} . = i Student Affairs is dedicated to providing
trainers for their dedication and effort in as well as student participants. In addi- : . g

A j ) h : students with opportunities to contribute
facilitating their leaning experience. tion, selected students and faculty mem-

to the QU community, and this apprecia-
Thirteen students with special needs and tion event is one of them. The integration
disabilities demonstrated their leadership of students with special needs and disa-
skills by organizing the event themselves  Dr. Hazem Al Awah, Director of the Foun-  bilities in the university community is

bers shared their thoughts, reflections,
and words of encouragement.

and communicating with relevant stake- dation Program explained that0 6 X | i achieved by enhancing communication
holders. The Foundation Program Special Foundation Program is committed to channels among students, faculty and
Needs Committee supported this event providing all students with necessary management, to ensure a positive univer-

under the leadership of Dr. Enita Barrett. ~ resources, in particular special needs and  sity experience. Our students with special
The students developed criteria for nomi-  disability students, to enable students to needs felt strongly about honoring their
rexmrk gfvmkl x wx e v udevelopetteir skils wr@l achigve their fulh  Xristiuctors and showcasing their commit-

presentations, designed the event pro- egehigmg tsxirxmep 2 +mehtiandé&deinéssto enidaXce timevsuc-

gram, prepared a PowerPoint presenta- event creates opportunities for studentsto gi ww s j epp wxyhirxw2=+
tion, and set up the event venue. They develop independence and self-advocacy,

also met and greeted the guests. and the Foundation Program will continue

Dr. Enita Barrett, Hayat EI Samad, and Dr. Mohammad Manasreh: Photograph courtesy of Ali El-Hussein
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to Boost Student Performance

Muneer Al Wadi, Teaching Assistant of Math, Foundation Program

In its continuing effort to pro-
vide instructional excellence
and innovative practices to pro-
mote student success, the FP
Math Success Zone (MSZ) has
created a user-friendly online
of sywxt ewwi wwqi
for students. This service, which
began in the Fall of 2019, allows
students to take three different
quizzes throughout the semes-
ter. The content of each individ-
ual quiz is automatically select-
ed by Blackboard from a bank
of questions prepared by the
MSZ, and the grades students
receive are sent to the course
instructor.

As part of this service, the MSZ
recently developed a repository
of quizzes and content related
videos. Upon completion of
each quiz, students will not only
be able to compare their re-
sponses to the correct answer,
they will also be able to visual-
ize the creative mathematical
processes via the videos. Stu-
hirxw ger
corresponding educational vid-
eo and watch the best ap-
proach to solving each ques-
tion. This enhances the student
learning experience on multiple
levels: visual reinforcement,
guided discovery and hands -on
learning. Collectively, these
resources should help students
avoid misinterpreting the se-

wmqtpk(e
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guences required to reach cor-
rect mathematical solutions.

One challenge that the MSZ
faced was ensuring that this
online learning system does not
affect the quality of tyition. Pre-
\r/io)fjslyyvsltutyerzwtsnh%d to attend
assigned tutorials in person.
With the new system, students
are given access to a compre-
hensive audiovisual collection
of resources. Students now
have the freedom to analyze
their mistakes at any time or in
any place they wish. Student
responses to the digital reposi-
tory have been very positive as
was clearly shown in the stu-
dent satisfaction survey con-
ducted in early November.

The MSZ is committed to stu-
dent success through the incor-
poration of technology to enrich
the learning experience. As life-
long learners themselves, the
team members are enthusiastic
about creating new and exciting
ways to kee students en- .

rf W w y gl X IO :
is to fuIIy develop a comprehen-
sive digital collection of course
relevant videos and to provide
students with full, independent
access to online assessments,
instant feedback and explana-
tory videos.

x|
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Student Focus: Noora Ibrahim

Elisabeth Szewczyk-Q2 ~ m

Interviewer: Please tell me
something about yourself.

Noora: | am Qatari; | am also
er mhirxmgep
accepted to study in the Col-
lege of Medicine.

x {

Interviewer> [ i pp hsr
talk about your experiences in
the Foundation Program.

Noora: | was admitted directly
to Foundation Program Level 2
classes in Fall 2019. | took
Reading Workshop Intermedi-
ate (R002), Writing Workshop
Intermediate (W002) and Inte-
grated Core Intermediate
(1C002).

Interviewer: What did you en-
joy about your foundation
courses?

Noora: A lot of things. | en-
joyed making new friends and
learning new skills. | liked all of
my teachers, Mr. Muhieddin,
Mrs. Elisabeth and Mr. Sanad.
They were all very helpful. |
found the articles in Reading
Explorer very interesting. Mr.
Muhieddin also advised me to
do as much reading for my
major as possible, so | did ex-
tra reading on Nutrition and
Qi hmgmri 2 Li
teacher. This extra reading
helped me with my writing
course with Mr. Sanad. | learnt
a lot of useful writing skills in
this class. My favorite essay

uw
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eri 0 Pigxyviyv
was the compare/contrast es-
say, where | wrote about mod-
ern medicine versus traditional
mmerdi%ine.'\l/I&Lljlsg tlalkerq to Vn\});(
grandmother about hergal
medicine, which helped give
me more ideas for my essay.

Ii %  Pi x %_W i
nterviewer: Which class did
you enjoy the most?

Noora: The IC002 class; it was
so much fun. One of the best
things was making new
friends. The whole class really
bonded together, and we still
hang out together as a group. |
liked every part of the class,
especially speaking. Mrs. Elisa-
beth gave us a lot of opportu-
nities to talk, like class discus-

S ]

Il rkpmwl O

Jsyrhexmsr

sions, group discussions, pair
work and class interviews. We
were able to share stories and
experiences in English. | also
enjoyed doing the project alt-
hough at first, | was a bit lazy
and slow to get started.

Interviewer: Why did you fall
behind?

Noora: | was a top student at
secondary school, | got over
95%, so the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education
S i grga
Award. This requires a portfo-
lio, a lot of documents, and
time-consuming preparation.

The award will be next month,

Noora Ibrahim: Photo courtesy of Noora Ibrahim

so | had a lot to do, which
made me delay starting the
project. My teacher encour-
aged me to catch up, so | did

and met all the later deadlines.

This was important as | learnt
time-management skills.

Interviewer: Do you have any
special memories of your first
term at Qatar University?

Noora: One of the best things
was the IC002 class trip to
Msheireb Museums. | learned
so much about the Qatari cul-
ture at the Bin Mahmood
House and about the petrole-

12

um industry at the Company
Lsywi Qywiyqg?2
how hard our ancestors had to
work in difficult conditions dur-
ing the first years of petroleum
extraction. It was a great learn-
ing experience. We sang songs
all the way home on the bus;
we were so happy during the
trip.

Interviewer: Thank you very
much, Noora. Best of luck with
your nomination.

Tvskveq
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Invest in Your People: Department of Math, Foundation

Program

Muneer Al Wadi, Teaching Assistant of Math, Foundation Program

The Foundation Program Department of
Math (FPDM) at Qatar University held a
professional development week for faculty
from November 20th to 25th. Faculty were
trained in experiential learning strategies
and cutting -edge pedagogies by educa-
tional consultant, Dr. Heidi Krzywacki from
the University of Helsinki. Training ses-
sions were organized into the following
themes: characteristics of a praiseworthy
educationalist, innovative interactive stu-
dent-centric learning strategies, active
mathematics instruction, and peer learn-
ing. Faculty benefited from the clear and
concise nature of the instruction and from
the opportunity to engage with one anoth-
er.

Prior to the professional development ses-
sions, Dr. Krzywacki was invited to visit

classes to observe our local pedagogical
practices and to offer her views on their
effectiveness. She visited two classes and
the math tutorial room. Following those
visits, she acknowledged the uniqueness
of the Qatari educational context and its
particular challenges. Dr. Krzywacki also
gave a workshop about the mathematics
curriculum and its development in terms
of meaningful learning, taking into consid-
eration the curricula that are intertwined
with personal and societal aspects. Anoth-
er presentation was about learning in the
Qatari educational context. This presenta-
tion discussed the development of the
curriculum in terms of learner perspective
in the Qatari educational context. During
the session, attendees were divided into
small groups to reflect on and discuss the

ggsrgitx sj
make learning visible and whether learning
could be associated with social settings

as well as individuals.

On the final day of her visit, Dr. Krzywacki
praised the deep commitment, dedication
and determination of the Department of
Math, both faculty members and adminis-
trative staff. She also noted the im-
portance of their efforts in creating a cul-
ture of learning and excellence. In her final
session, she encouraged all faculty mem-
bers to work closely together, and to
share their teaching practices, in both
gatherings and peer observations. She
stressed that these are essential strate-
gies for the continuous development of
the program.

A discussion session between Dr. Heidi and faculty from the Foundation Program Department of Math: Photograph courtesy of Mun eer Al
Wadi
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