
 

( H12 )                                  Venue: College of Medicine (H12), Main Entrance 

8:30 am – 9:00 am  Registration                                                                                       

9:00 am – 9:30 am     Opening 
              Dr. Omar Al Ansari, Vice  President for Academic Affairs 

 

9:30 am – 9:45 am                    Moving to Male Section for Concurrent Sessions 

 H12Venue: College of Medicine (H12), Male Section                                                                                                                            

9:45 am – 10:35 am                                                                  Concurrent Sessions A  

Seminar: Civil Engineering Pioneer PBL 
Application 
Speakers:  Prof. Usama Ali Ali Ebead and  
Dr. Khalid Naji (CENG) 
Room: 171 

Seminar: How to Take Advantage of 
Tools such as Google Scholar and 
Research Gate to build a Research 
Network and Capabilities 
Speaker:  Prof. Emad Abushanab (CBE) 
Room: 165 

–
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168 

10:45 am – 11:35 am                                                                  Concurrent Sessions B  

Seminar: The Education of the Student-
Architect: Structuring Creativity and 
Creative Structure in the Design Studio 
Process 
Speaker:  Dr. Mark David Major (CENG) 
Room: 171 

Seminar: 3 x 5: 3 Notable Educators 
Answer 5 Key Questions about Teaching 
Speakers: Dr. Abdulnaser Fakhrou (CED), 
Ms. Naima Sarfraz (FP),  
Dr. Chris Stryker (Office of VPAA) 
Room: 165 
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11:35 am – 12:15 pm Prayer Break and Refreshments      

12:15 pm – 1:05 pm                                                                  Concurrent Sessions C  

Seminar: Who's Responsible? Teacher or 
Students 
Speaker: Dr. Enita Elecia Barrett (FP) 
Room: 171 

Seminar: Contemplating Cheating: 

Motivations, Methods &  Mitigations 
Speaker: Dr. Chris Stryker (Office of 
VPAA) 
Room: 165
* Session will run until 1:15 pm 
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Detailed Program with Sessions’ Descriptions and Speakers Biographies 
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Title: Civil Engineering Pioneer PBL Application 

Room: 171 

Seminar Description: Project-based learning familiarizes engineering students with the real workspace conditions as it is 
filled with active and engaged learning. PBL model places students at the center of the education process so that there 
actively participating in thinking and discussing ideas. In essence, the students in the PBL model contribute to identifying the 
problem to be solved based on their understanding of the course learning outcomes to be achieved. There are several ways 
PBL helps prepare engineering students for the real-life workforce; namely 1. time management, 2. organizational skills, 3. 
collaboration skills, 4. problem-solving skills, 5. self-direction, 6. ability to acquire information, and 7. lifelong learning. Prof. 
Ebead will present his own first PBL experience in teaching a design course to civil engineering students. This attempt was in 
response to a college of Engineering initiative to adopt student center pedagogical techniques. He will talk about engaging the 
students in the learning process and how the transition from lecture-based to project-based learning was made. Monitoring, 
assessment, and scoring the student efforts will be discussed in some details. The results of several surveys made during the 
course will also be presented. 

Speakers: Prof. Usama Ali Ebead and  Dr. Khalid Naji (CENG)  
Prof. Usama Ebead joined Qatar University in 2013. Since then, he has been contributing to managing departmental 
curriculum activities; civil program accreditation and coordination; and introducing/promoting Project-based Learning as an 
active model in the College of Engineering.  Usama received his Ph.D. from Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada, in 
2002. He has a growing interest in education-related research that addresses best practices for students' learning. Usama also 
focuses on research that responds to global priorities such as infrastructure sustainability and renovation. He also interested 
in finite element   modelling   and   numerical analysis   of reinforced concrete structures.   



 

Title: How to Take Advantage of Tools such as Google Scholar and Research Gate to build a Research 

Network and Capabilities 

Room: 165 
Seminar Description: The session covers details of Google Scholar and Research Gate applications and how they can 
promote faculty member’s research and help guide his research directions. It focusses on the applications capabilities and the 
possible uses that will benefit faculty in their research and related tasks. 
 

Speaker: Prof. Emad A. Abu-Shanab (CBE) 
Prof. Emad A. Abu-Shanab earned his PhD in business administration/MIS from Southern Illinois University – Carbondale, 
USA. His MBA from Wilfrid Laurier University in Canada, and his Bachelor in civil engineering from Yarmouk University (YU) in 
Jordan. He is a full professor in e-government, MIS area. His research interest lies in areas like E-government, technology 
acceptance, E-marketing, E-CRM, Digital divide, IT project management, and E-learning. Published many articles in journals 
and conferences, and authored three books in e-government. Prof. Abu-Shanab worked as an assistant dean for students’ 
affairs, quality assurance officer in Oman, and the director of Faculty Development Center at YU. He was the MIS Department 
Chair for the year 2015/2016, and now he is a professor in the Accounting & Information Systems Department, College of 
Business & Economics, at Qatar University. 
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Title: The Education of the Student-Architect: Structuring Creativity and Creative Structure in the Design 
Studio Process 
Room: 171 
Seminar Description: The session reviews recent innovations on a supplementary course during the first semester of 
architectural design studio education in the Department of Architecture and Urban Planning (DAUP) at Qatar University (QU). 
It represents a small part of a larger effort to modernize design studio education in the Bachelor of Architecture (B. Arch) 
program to actively promote three-dimensional (3D) thinking in architectural design, which is crucial for emerging 
architecture professionals in a rapidly-changing digital world. The session demonstrates how to establish a foundation in the 
lexicon, abstract concepts, and two-dimensional (2D) organizing principles of architecture, enabling students to make a 
smoother transition to 3D thinking in design studio projects. In part, it is based on well-established design/research 
techniques used at Cambridge University’s Martin Centre for Architectural and Urban Studies and University College London’s 
Space Syntax Laboratory over the last half-century. The session concludes that this approach relies on one thing above all else: 
demystifying the process of architecture through quality teaching for students, actively engaging and encouraging students in 
their own learning, and seizing responsibility for student learning on the part of both the instructors and students. 
 

Speaker: Dr. Mark David Major (CENG) 
Dr. Mark David Major, AICP, CNU-A is an Assistant Professor of Architecture and Urban Design in the Department of 
Architecture and Urban Planning, College of Engineering, at Qatar University. He is the author of The Syntax of City Space: 
American Urban Grids (Routledge, 2018) and the Poor Richard series (Forum Books, 2012, 2014, and 2017) of almanacs for 
architects and planners. Mark previously taught at the Savannah College of Art and Design in Savannah, Georgia USA and The 
Bartlett School of Architecture and Planning at University College London in the United Kingdom. He was the Vice President, 
Business and Planning/Chief Operating Officer (COO) of Starr Sanford Design/Starr Style LLC and a former Director of Space 
Syntax Ltd. in London, United Kingdom. Mark is the recognized founder of International Space Syntax Symposia, which is now 
in its third decade. His research interests include spatial morphology, housing, real estate, and urban planning. 
 

Title: 3 x 5: 3 Notable Educators Answer 5 Key Questions about Teaching 
Room: 165 
Workshop Description: In this session, 3 different educators will briefly respond to 5 compelling "core" questions about 
teaching and learning, and share their perspectives on excellence in education. 
 

Speakers: Dr. Abdulnaser Fakhrou (CED), Ms. Naima Sarfraz (FP , Dr. Chris Stryker (Office of VPAA)

Dr. Abdulnaser Fakhrou is a certified trainer in human development. He worked in the field of Education since 1998, and that 
made him an official consultant in GCC. His speciality is brain process, creativity and thinking skills. His experience is through 
many universities in the region, USA and UK where he graduated (University of Birmingham).   
Ms. Naima Sarfraz has been involved in English language teaching for over 10 years. She is currently a Course Lead for Writing 
Workshop and an English lecturer in QU's Foundation Program. She is interested in how students learn and the cognitive 
processes involved in second-language acquisition. 
Dr. Chris is a master teacher and an expert in educational technologies and methodologies. A veteran of 30 years in 
education, he has spent the last decade teaching, administrating and mentoring faculty and students in GCC universities. He is 
a graduate of Teachers College, Columbia University.   
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Title: Who's Responsible? Teacher or Students? 
Room: 171 
Seminar Description:  
In this seminar, the presenter will discuss selected theories and principles of teaching and learning to highlight the 
connections between brain functions and classroom roles and responsibilities. 
 

Speaker: Dr. Enita Elecia Barrett (FP) 

Dr. Enita Barrett holds an ED. D  in Educational Leadership/TESOL /Special Education  and Masters degrees in Instructional 
Leadership and Secondary Education Advanced Studies in TESOL  from the  and University of North Florida, Jacksonville, Fl.  
Currently, she is a lecturer in foundation program English department and lead for Special Needs Support in Foundation 
Program Student Services. 

 

Title: Contemplating Cheating: Motivations, Methods &  Mitigations 
Room: 165 

Seminar Description:  
This presentation will examine the various motivations behind student's acts of academic dishonesty and outline several ways 
educators can actively and sensibly inhibit cheating. 
 

Speaker: Dr. Chris Stryker (Office of VPAA) 
Dr. Chris is a master teacher and an expert in educational technologies and methodologies. A veteran of 30 years in education, 
he has spent the last decade teaching, administrating and mentoring faculty and students in GCC universities. He is a graduate 
of Teachers College, Columbia University.   
* Session will run until 1:15 pm 

 

 


