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Prof. Mahmoud Alomari

Qatar University - State of Qatar

Paper Title COVID19-Induced Confinement is Associated with Changes in Reading Habits.

Abstract The COVID19 pandemic has spiraled viciously claiming patients and lives throughout
the globe. The impact of the pandemic on the lifestyle and behavior of the people is
amplified following the application of containment measures. In the current study,
changes in reading habits (RH) during COVID19 pandemic were examined. A total of
1844 subjects was recruited to participate in the self-reported questionnaire study. The
majority of the participants reported a range of confinement measures including self-
quarantine, physical distancing, banning group events, school closure, and lock downs.
According to the results, most of the participants were active readers (71.5%-83.2%).
Fewer (13.8-18.0%) reported a decrease in reading while about half reported a no
change and 1/3rd reported an increase. Changes in RH were affected by several factors
including age, education, job type, and income. In conclusion, change in RH was
reported by about half of the participants during the pandemic. Interventions to further
enhance reading among people during pandemic might help in ameliorating the
negative impacts of the pandemic.

Biography Mahmoud Alomari is a professor in Wellness and Lifestyle at the Department of
Physical Education at Qatar University since 2018. During his academic posts at Qatar
University, he has taught several courses including Anatomy and Physiology, Motor
Learning and Development, Physical Activity Biomechanics, Physical Activity for
Handicap, Sports Injury, and Independent Study. His research interest is examining the
relationship of health with lifestyle.
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Researchers 12:30 — 12:45
Dr. Yousef Alshaboul

Qatar University - State of Qatar

Paper Title COVID-19 Expedites the Turning over to Technology-Embedded Remote Teaching.

Abstract While the world was not ready to trade the face-to-face learning with any other form of
education, online learning so to speak, Covid-19 changed the rules and put the world in
front of extraordinary and controversial decisions. Although there were calls to embed
technology in education, that never meant for technology to overtake the steering wheel
and replace the teacher inside the classroom. Although countries retaliated differently
against COVID-19, remote teaching emerged as the common factor for teaching
sustainability. It does not matter how strong teachers believe in technology; what
matters is to beat all the odds and challenges in order to survive. Teachers undoubtedly
were the pioneers of this stage; therefore, this study came to explore their attitudes and
experience towards the sudden shift to remote teaching through administering
questionnaires and participating in open-ended interviews specifically prepared for this
purpose. Findings and recommendations will be disseminated.

Biography Yousef Al-Shaboul is an associate professor in English Education. He earned his Ph.D
in Curriculum and Instruction/ Reading from the University of North Texas, USA. Dr.
Alshaboul has teaching experience in undergraduate and graduate programs for more
than sixteen years in different countries like USA, UAE, Jordan and Qatar. His
research interests are in reading, language arts, assessment, ESL/EFL, teaching-
learning and family literacy.

Researchers 12:45-1:00

Dr. Saba Qadhi

Prof. Xiangyun Du

Qatar University- State of Qatar

Dr. Youmen Chaaban

Lebanese Republic
Paper Title Student Teachers’ Agency in the Transition to Emergency Online Learning
Abstract The current study was conducted during the transition to emergency online learning,

imposed by the spread of a worldwide pandemic known as COVID-19. The study aimed
to examine the factors that influenced student agency during this sudden transition. By
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adopting a mixed methods research design, a total of 202 student teachers responded to
a newly developed survey which explored four factors known to influence agency and
provided numerical data on their perceptions towards these factors. Results indicated a
three-factor structure, namely: motivation and self-efficacy beliefs; self-regulated
learning; and socio-cultural support. Following initial quantitative analysis, a total of
nine student teachers were recruited to engage in in-depth interviews. Qualitative
analysis supported the theoretical framework of the factors influencing student agency,
and further provided a nuanced understanding of the particularities involved in the way
these factors were manifested within this novel context. Implications of the findings on
the future implementation of emergency online learning are discussed.

Biography Saba Qadhi, PhD, is an Associate Director of the core curriculum Program at Qatar
University. Saba graduated from University of Reading in 2018. Saba has delivered
master’s and undergraduate level programs which have covered a range of topics
including education policies, second language acquisition and teaching. Dr. Saba's
research interest is related to teacher education and continual professional
development.

Researchers 1:00 - 1:15

Dr. Saheed Adebayo

Khadijah Adebayo

Nigeria
Paper Title Private School Teachers And Covid-19 Pandemic: What Lesson Do We Learn?
Abstract Teachers are an important factor in teaching and learning process. Their contributions

to learners’ development cannot be overemphasized. The covid-19 pandemic has
disrupted teaching and learning activities across the globe, which later posed a new
challenge to teachers, learners and educational policy makers. This study examined the
impact of the covid-19 pandemic on teachers in private schools bringing out the
lessons for effective performance. It adopted a qualitative approach. A total of 35
teachers were purposely selected across twenty different private schools in Abuja. The
result of the findings reveals that the pandemic has both positive and negative impact
on teachers. Among the positive impact, teachers were introduced to a new way of
thinking and delivering instruction. On the other hand, the pandemic reduced teachers’
income, increased their spending and rendered some of them indebted. Coping
strategies and implication for effective educational policies were discussed. Keyword:
private school, teachers, covid-19 pandemic, policy implication.

Biography Adebayo Saheed Adewale bagged his PhD in Educational Leadership and Policy from
University of Malaya, Malaysia. He conducted his postdoctoral research at the
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National Higher Education Research Institute, University Sains Malaysia as a
postdoctoral fellow.

Researchers 1:15-1:30

Dr. Said Aldhafri

Sultan Qaboos University & Ministry of HESRI- Oman
Salma Alalawi

Ministry of Education- Oman

Paper Title Omani Students’ Online Academic Efficacy Beliefs in Relation to Study Anxiety
during COVID19
Abstract The study examined Omani students’ online academic self-efficacy beliefs in relation to

their study anxiety during COVID 19. As a result of the ongoing pandemic of COVID
19, schools and universities shifted to online learning. This shift was almost new for
most students in Oman. Accordingly, students faced new challenges trying to keep up
with the university expectations and their own academic goals. The researchers
examined two main variables that were expected to be essential in the success of
learning during this pandemic. These were the students’ academic self-efficacy beliefs
and their study anxiety. The researchers used a modified version of an existing academic
efficacy measure based on the Motivated Strategies and Learning Questionnaire
(MSLQ, Pintrich & De Groot, 1993). A new questionnaire of study anxiety was
constructed. Both questionnaires showed adequate reliability coefficients: 0.83 and 0.89,
respectively. Using a simple linear regression equation, the results of the study showed
that students’ study anxiety could be predicted using their scores in academic self-
efficacy beliefs. The regression model including academic efficacy beliefs explained
10% of variance in students’ study anxiety.

Biography A Professor of Educational Psychology and director of Social Observatory, Oman.
Said completed his Ph.D. at UBC, Canada in 2006. He has (co-) authored 100 referred
journal articles, four books, 6 book chapters, and 150 conference papers. He received
many academic awards including Sultan Qaboos and Shoman’s Research Awards.

Researchers 1:30 —1:45
Dr. Gwen Lavert

Feuerstein Cognitive Early Childhood Trainer- USA

Paper Title Dramatically Improving Reading Through Metacognition and Conscious Use.
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Abstract This research shows how metacognition strategies which is knowing how, when, and
where to use information, rather than just items of knowledge, are important in reading
and writing acquisition because they lead students to independence. We will look at a
study by Anne Cunningham in 1990 which shows two Groups of 1st Graders applying
phonemic Awareness task. In the end, both groups improved, but group improved to the
52% and the 2nd group improved to the 70%. Metacognition and conscious use can be
built into any phonemic training strategy.

Biography A veteran educator, Dr. Gwendolyn Battle Lavert has made a lasting impact as a
literacy specialist and children’s book author. Dr. Lavert’s books on literacy have
paved the way for teachers and students to strength their skills. Her lyrical picture
books, full of warmth and strength, celebrates all cultures. Lavert mines family and
history to create moving, memorable tales. “I want students to know that reading

opens up the world to them,” she is quoted as saying in Gale Biographies of Children’s
Book Authors. “It’s a journey that will last them a lifetime.” Dr. Lavert has taught and
developed K12 curriculum in the US and Middle East. She is a Feuerstein Cognitive
Early Childhood Trainer.

Researchers 1:45-2:00
Prof. Ahmad I. Ayesh

Qatar University- State of Qatar

Paper Title Using Mobile Technology To Enhance Student Problem Solving Skill

Abstract Deployment of portable devices, such as notebooks, tablets, cellphones, iPods, ...etc,
for learning was considered optional, or luxury for educators, until recent years.
Nevertheless, their utilization for learning became compulsory after the Covid-19
pandemic. During the online or the hybrid teaching systems, the students lack direct
interaction with their instructors that leads to lack of gained skills. This presentation
focuses on the utilization of portable devices to improve problem-solving skills in
physics courses for the first year university students. Tablet (such as iPad) applications
are employed to prepare short videos to demonstrate problem-solving strategies on
selected outcomes. Students utilize their mobile devices to display the videos. Those
videos advance the problem-solving ability of students as well as their understanding of
physics. The effectiveness of utilizing mobile devices on students’ learning as well as
problem-solving skills are assessed. Those aspects will be discussed in my presentation.

Biography Prof. Ayesh finished his PhD in Physics from the University of Canterbury. He is

currently the acting director of the Center for Sustainable Development (CSD) and a
professor of physics at the Math, Stat. and Physics Department — College of Arts and
Sciences, Qatar University. Prof. Ayesh has 107 publications in refereed international
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journals and conferences, in addition to many papers under consideration for
publication. Furthermore, he has 6 registered patents.

Prof. Ayesh is the leader of research group at Qatar University on Nanomaterial
Synthesis and their Devices Applications. The group consists of Prof. Ayesh (leader),
few faculty members, graduate students, in addition to many undergraduate students and
research assistants working within the group.

AFTERNOON SESSIONS  ddluadl ludxll

Keynote Speaker 2:45 -3:30 PM @iyl Sodomiall

Researchers Dr. Bryan Goodwin

President & CEO of McREL International - USA

Session Title Confronting COVID-19 in the U.S.A, Australia and Pacific: Seizing the Moment to
Create a “Better Normal”

Abstract In the U.S., Australia and Pacific region, as school systems abruptly shifted to at-home
learning in early 2020, a number of negative outcomes quickly followed, including
disparities in digital access, significant losses in learning, student disengagement, and
student mental health issues. Yet none of outcomes were new. If anything, they reflected
“cracks” in the foundation of our approaches to education—widely accepted, yet
flawed, premises for schooling that include an over-reliance on extrinsic rewards,
standardized assessments, and ready-made solutions instead of teacher knowledge and
ingenuity. This session will examine these flawed assumptions and share how
innovative schools and school systems are using the current crisis to apply decades of
research in the science of learning and organizational improvement to ensure that when
things return to “normal,” it can be a new and better normal—one that ignites student
curiosity, supports their engagement and well-being, and prepares them to be global
citizens.

Biography Bryan Goodwin is President & CEO of McREL International, a nonprofit organization
that helps school systems worldwide transform to improve student outcomes. He has
authored many books, including Building a Curious School: Restore the Joy that
Brought You to School (Corwin, 2020), Learning that Sticks: A Brain-based Model for
K-12 Instructional Design and Delivery (ASCD, 2020), Unstuck: How Curiosity, Peer
Coaching, and Teaming Can Change Your School (ASCD, 2018), Balanced Leadership
for Powerful Learning: Tools for Achieving Success in Your School (ASCD, 2015), The
12 Touchstones of Good Teaching: A Checklist for Staying Focused Every Day (ASCD,
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2013), and Simply Better: Doing What Matters Most to Change the Odds for Student
Success (ASCD, 2011).
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Workshop Room 4 Students’ Engagement in Online 4 Joall Jyg 3,2
Presented in English Learning Loyl dallly puass

Researchers 4:00-5:00 PM
Khaled Al-Naimat

Queen Rania Teacher Academy — Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Workshop Title The Art of Engaging Students in Online Learning

Abstract With the drastic change in the mode of learning comes the potential for self-
actuation where learners become more responsible for their own learning. They can
plan topics, sequence, and application via facilitation of teachers who now act as
experts of resource and assessment. However, with this heavy burden on students’
shoulders, how can teachers keep their students motivated and engaged? This
session sheds the light on some practices that every teacher needs to adopt in
order to engage students in an online learning environment. The session will be
mainly practical as some applications and tools will be used. By the end of the

session, participants will be able to: e Identify some strategies and tips to engage
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and motivate students online. ® Familiarize themselves with some useful online
applications and tools to engage students.

Biography Khaled is a teacher educator at Queen Rania Teacher Academy. He has been
working in the field of education for more than 11 years. He is the head of the
English department for the TEPD. He is also Induction and Training Lead for the
USAID Pre-Service Teacher Education Project in Jordan (PRESTIJ).

Researchers 5:00-6:00 PM
Hilal AL-Riyami
Iman AL-Maskari

Salikon for Knowledge Company — Oman

Workshop Title COVID-19 A Game Changer in Education: Reconnecting Virtually

Abstract While the outbreak of COVID-19 has forced a global change in the educational system
where companies had to migrate to e-learning to maintain the social distance, Salikon
is one of the less affected companies of the outbreak due to the fact it is one of the
pioneering companies in using e-learning and virtual platforms prior COVID-19.
Salikon has successfully delivered various virtual projects such as 4th IR sessions for
high school students and future of skills programs for graduate students and job
seekers. For this workshop, three main areas will be touched. First, creating
interactive and gamified content in which strategies to enhance students’
engagement in virtual classrooms will be discussed. Secondly, creating a learning
community in which different communication tools that have been utilized by Salikon
to maintain the level of engagement will be explained. Thirdly, best practices &
continuous improvement in which lessons learnt from different global experiences
will be shown to help overcome the current challenges. The ultimate goal of this
workshop is sharing experiences & best practices, documenting it and then sharing it
to the concerned groups and educational institutions. Several activities and open
discussion spaces will occur during the workshop to enhance the overall outcomes of
the session.

Biography Hilal Mudhafar AL Riyami is the founder and CEO of Salikon with extensive experience
working with youth and school students in areas of upscaling and leadership. He is
working with the government in various initiatives such as Oman 2040 National
Vision team and Advisory Board Member at The National Youth Program for Skills
Development at Diwan of Royal Court. This program focuses on preparing the youth

B NCED X ——




I s,

QATAR UNIVERSITY L do Ay

1§95l pgaill gilag)l iSyall
Naional Center for Educational Development

soft.

of Oman to be entrepreneurs and develop the right future skills both technical and
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Researchers 5:00-6:00 PM (English) Jadd Ll dally
Audai Ababneh

Queen Rania Teacher Academy — Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Workshop Title Assessing Students Effectively in an Online Learning Environment

Abstract In such a global pandemic, teachers and learners alike find it challenging to interact in
an online environment thanks to the technology that made it possible. It becomes
more complicated when assessing learning to inform instruction or giving feedback to
learners, so to monitor their progress and adjust action plans accordingly. Thus, this
session will show practical tools and applications that teachers can use synchronously
and asynchronously in addition to practical examples of those tools and applications. It
will focus on increasing students’ engagement and raising their capability of utilizing
feedback enacted in these tools and applications. The session is designed to meet
teachers’ needs from K-12. The outcomes of the sessions are: - introducing applicable
online assessment tools that can be used for different age groups and various purposes
- raising awareness of assessing learners online by showing practical examples of how
teachers can assess their learners. - increasing the ability to monitor, track, assess, and
respond to learners' behavior - raising learners' awareness and potential of utilizing
feedback from online tools.

Biography Audai Ababneh is an English teacher educator in the Teacher Education Professional
Diploma at Queen Rania Teacher Academy. He has been teaching English for more than
18 years, primarily teaching IGCSE, SAT, and IELTS exams. Audai holds an MA in English
language and is CELTA and DELTA certified. He is currently working towards a PhD in
TESOL at Yarmouk University in Jordan. He is interested in pursuing research on the

EFL/ESL classroom and uncovering solutions to learners' problems.
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