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Abstract 4_usi¥/ 4L asild

This article examines the legal status of the Strait of Hormuz as one of the world's most
strategically important waterways, focusing on the challenges posed by the current situation with
the war on Iran. We ground our legal analysis in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (“UNCLOS”) and its application to international straits. It critically evaluates the security and
economic threats to maritime navigation and proposes a regional framework fully compliant with

UNCLOS principles to ensure effective freedom of navigation and security of vital supply lines.

We propose a regional mechanism based upon articles 34-45 of UNCLOS, establishing
institutional cooperation among GCC states and Iran while respecting international legal
obligations. The article concludes that sustainable maritime security in the Strait requires a
multilateral approach that balances coastal state sovereignty with the rights of transit passage,

supported by effective dispute resolution mechanisms.
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6 Churchill, R.R. & Lowe, A.V. (1999). The Law of the Sea. 3rd edition. Manchester University Press, pp. 112-115.

7 International Court of Justice (1949). Corfu Channel Case (United Kingdom v. Albania), Merits, Judgment of 9 April
1949, ICJ Reports 1949, p. 28.
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9 Oxman, Bernard H. (2006). "Transit of Straits and Archipelagic Waters," in Myron H. Nordquist (ed.), United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982: A Commentary, Vol. |l. Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, pp. 341-368.

10 Kraska, James (2011). Maritime Power and the Law of the Sea: Expeditionary Operations in World Politics. Oxford
University Press, pp. 89-107.

11 Mojtahed-Zadeh, Pirouz (2007). Security and Territoriality in the Persian Gulf: A Maritime Political Geography.
Routledge, pp. 145-167.
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