Master of Urban Design & Planning

Qatar and the Gulf region is characterized by fast track
urbanization involving large-scale mixed-use and
regeneration projects. The rapid growth in the urban
development industry creates a pressing demand for
urban designers and planners with specialized training
to design, plan, and lead the activities of the industry.
To meet this need, the Department of Architecture and
Urban Planning at Qatar University offers innovative
undergraduate and graduate programs to prepare
tomorrow’s professionals for creating and managing
sustainable, resilient built environments including a
two-year graduate Master of Urban Planning & Design.

The Program

The MUPD degree offers a professional education
in the fields of urban planning and design where
graduates will apply their skills in a variety of roles
and subject areas from private industry to non-profit
organizations to public service in government. The
program: provides students with key knowledge
about every aspect of urban planning and design
including sustainability, resilience, Geographical
Information Systems (GIS), landscape planning in
arid regions, integrated land use, transportation
planning, environmental impact assessment, and
much more and, emphasizes the development of
students’ abilities to analyze, assess, assimilate, and

apply critical thinking for interdisciplinary planning and
design process for the urban environment in Qatar,
the GCC/Middle East, and elsewhere in the world.

Vision

Our vision is to be the leading provider of education and
research for the disciplines of the built environment in
the Middle East.

Mission

The mission of the MUPD program is to educate future
planners and urban designers to guide and lead the
development of urban environments based on their
social, economic and cultural dimension as physical
objects in the real world. The goal is to improve the
quality of life in cities and other settlements through
place-making for live, work, and play in a sustainable
and resilient manner. MUPD graduates enjoy a wide
variety of employment opportunities due to their
multidisciplinary, project-based problem-solving skills
in urban planning and design. This makes MUPD
graduates ideally suited to approach many issues
about the urban environment in the 21st century
including the effect of new technologies including
CAD, GIS, BIM, Space Syntax, and other applications
creating the Big Data-driven Smart Cities of tomorrow.

Objectives

The objectives of the MUPD program include:
developing an understanding about the nature,
purpose, methods, and practice of planning including
knowledge about the governance, planning laws, and
politics, their impact on individuals and multicultural
communities, and the techniques of policy analysis
and place-making; understanding the processes of
change in social, economic, and cultural dimensions of
the urban environment as physical objects in the real
world; cultivating the ability to undertake substantial,

specialist-based independent research into issues of
the urban environment.

Learning Outcomes

The learning outcomes of the MUPD program
include: the knowledge to comprehend and represent
ideas and information in the field of urban design
and planning; the skills to apply this knowledge in
performing specific tasks required in the practice
of urban design and planning; the values to inform
the ethical and normative principles crucial for the
guidance and leadership of the urban design and
planning profession in a democratic society.

Program Structure

The MUPD course typically requires two years (4
semesters) to complete in addition to a summer session
for a thesis project/paper including a specialized track
in Urban Design or Urban Planning. All classes are in
the evening (5:00-8:00 pm) and the course program is
organized as follows:
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